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SERMON I. 

St. Mark xiv. 8. — ** She hath done what she could: she is come 
aforehand to anoint My body to the burying^ 

I PURPOSE, God willing, on this and the succeeding 
Sundays in Lent, to speak to you of the friends 
and foes of Jesus Christ in the closing days of His 
ministry on earth. The devotion of love and the 
bitterness of hatred were seen, the one against the 
other, in those momentous hours, and the crisis of 
the occasion gives an additional interest to each 
separate event. 

First and foremost, as an act of unquestioning 
love, the outcome of a deep and reverential spirit 
of affection and honour, stands out the anointing 
of the Lord by Mary, in the house of Simon the 
leper, at Bethany. 

From St. John's narrative we have a list of the 
company present. There was the host, Simon, 
once a leper, now clean ; there was Lazarus, once 
dead, now alive again ; there was Martha, true to 

B 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JTtiniM KvSb jffwa of ^m ^frAM. 



her active disposition, yet not now querulous about 
her sister's seeming carelessness that she should 
work alone ; and there was Mary, chief figure in this 
domestic household drama — Mary, who had sat at 
Jesus' feet and heard His words, and prompted, if 
not by any presentiment of the great Death which 
was to be accomplished, at any rate by an over- 
powering and constraining emotion of love, who 
comes where her Lord reclined at the meal, and 
breaks a precious alabaster box of spikenard, very 
costly, and anoints His feet and wipes them with 
the hair of her head ; and the house is filled with 
the odour of the ointment, and its fragrance arrests 
the notice of the disciples, and the profusion of 
such a gift excites the indignation of the mean 
and malicious Judas. That Mary possessed so 
costly an article suggests the idea that the family 
were in easy, if not affluent circumstances. 

One writer on the subject supposes that this box 
may have been a legacy. 

The pure oil of spikenard is very much valued 
in the East, and used only on very festive occasions ; 
and in the case of Mary (for the feast can hardly 
have been one of such rejoicing as at the marriage 
feast of Cana) the act was not so much to mark 
the occasion as one of joy, but to show her grati- 
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tude, her veneration — perhaps also, as I have hinted, 
her sad foreboding of what was to follow. 

At all events, as the friend of Jesus, she does 
what she can. She breaks the box. A few drops 
are not enough; it must be all, without stint, 
reserve, or grudge. Words are too poor ; gifts she 
has none but this. But this shall be all His. Her 
language and thoughts are — 

"Were the whole realm of natare mine, 
That were an offering far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so Divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my alL" 

The first lesson this act teaches is the personality 
of it, as against the mere principle ; by which I 
mean that the act of personal love can alone give 
power and honour and sacredness to the deed. 
Almsgiving on principle will, of course, materially 
assist the recipient so far as pounds, shillings, and 
pence are concerned ; but it will not bless him that 
gives in the way the cup of cold water given in 
Christ's Name, and for the love we bear Him, will. 
To be liberal in almsgiving on principle may be 
right and beneficial, but to be liberal from love is 
sanctifying and divine. She brake the box. " If 
relics were needed," writes one, " for the instruction 
of the Church of God, we can well understand how 
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among the choicest of them would be found the 
remnants of this alabaster box." 

This broken vessel would not only be a monu- 
ment of love, but a preacher of varied eloquence, 
at once pathetic and practical, tender, and even 
stern appealing to sentiment, but disapproving of 
mere sentimentality, the jagged edges preaching 
" fact " in this world which men are always telling 
us is a world of fact, and saying in its mute elo- 
quence (if we may be allowed this contradiction), 
" Religion is fact — fact from God to man, and back 
from man to God again." In a word, true religion 
is in its very nature most expansive. 

For there is before us all the great fact of God*s 
love to man, in the gift of His Son for th^ world. 
We ask, not unreasonably, that there should be a 
response of fact in some deed of love from man to 
God. And this we know quite well, that since Jesus 
is no longer here, in bodily shape, for us to minister 
to, the one, but though only one, a very efficacious 
way in which we can show our love to Him, is to 
show it to those His brethren, the poor among us, 
poor in spirit, poor in hope, poor in this life's pros- 
perity, who require our sympathy and kindness. 
As we think of that broken box of ointment, 
very precious, and as we apply its moral teaching, 
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with what varied feelings would it be regarded ? 
Take it to the exchange, the counting-house, the 
shop, and one man would shrink from it as he heard 
the story, and another would pour out lavishly 
his gold, as its depth and power struck their roots 
deeply into his soul. 

A third, deep in intellectual research, revolving 
in his mind what truth is, where it may be found, 
and what its value personally to him when 
found, would rise from his study perplexed at this 
mark of human affection, and still more perplexed 
at its having any bearing or application now. 
And he might recognize, after all, that true happi- 
ness consists not only in conjecture and meditation, 
argument and dispute, but in deeds of mercy 
and kindness. Of one thing I am sure, that true 
religion cannot exist independent of works of 
love, and that whereas to few it is given to ponder 
over the great and vital truths and problems of 
Life, to all is it given to bear about with them, 
and by the example of it to influence others, the 
signs of a faith working in love. For whatever 
be our lot in life, opulent or needy, prosperous 
or the reverse, each and all may be, and are 
required to be, workmen for God ; and so, whatever 
our work be, let us look upon it as given us by God. 
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Are you engaged in business ? Let your business 
be done as if for God. Let each profession — the 
law, or medicine, or the profession of arms — ^be 
recognized as of Divine appointment; and then, 
while working for an earthly master and striving 
to attain to earthly success, we shall never be 
unmindful of the higher claim upon us, and never 
forget we each have a Master in heaven. 

The humble offering of the alabaster box raised 
the giver of it to the dignity of one who was anoint- 
ing the Lord of life for His burying. She knew it 
not in its fulness of meaning ; and we also shall 
never know, until the great day come when the 
secrets of all hearts, and their motives, shall be 
disclosed, that in some simple, unobtrusive act of 
gentleness to a fellow-creature, we were really doing 
what we could to Him who has done all that could 
be done for us. For we may notice further that 
there is a force and a pointed allusion in the words 
of our Lord, " what this woman hath done." Let 
her not deplore her weakness ; let no one despise 
her sex. It was an act of humble, but devout, 
love. A weak hand, only a woman's, brake the 
box ; but the odour of that broken box pene- 
trated the senses, and attracted the attention of all 
around. Woman's love, woman's courage, woman's 
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patient self-denial, are too well known now, and too 
fully and rightly appreciated to require any word 
of approbation from the pulpit, as if it were a 
strange thing. 

We have mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, of 
whom God grant we may be proud ; and since 
Christ set His seal of approval and of praise on 
a woman's act of thoughtful respect, and since 
Christianity, following in her Master's step, has 
confirmed His word, women in every rank of life 
and in every congregation are called upon, are 
invited and encouraged, to take up a position in life 
for which they are specially fitted, of ministering 
according to their capabilities and their oppor- 
tunities ; and that a woman by the bedside of sick- 
ness, a woman engaged in visiting among the poor 
(what we call district visiting), a woman devoting 
herself to instruct the ignorant (what we call teach- 
ing in a Sunday school), a woman, above all, show- 
ing by a bright example at home the honour, the 
dignity, the power of womanhood, is an object of 
every true and worthy, manly love and esteem, far 
more than the woman whose love of admiration 
makes her forget the end and aim of her human 
life, who gives up time and wealth and position 
to outvie her fashionable rival in extravagance of 
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dress, and in outstepping the limits of womanly 
reserve and decorum. 

What this woman hath done? What had she 
done ? What she could. 

This definition holds all within its iron grasp. 
Have we all done what we could? There is a 
Divine influence about simple duties simply per- 
formed which outward manifestations of hurry and 
haste sadly lack. I read the other day, in a sermon 
called "Homespun Religion," a passage which is 
worth my repeating and worth your attending to. 
Speaking of the limited opportunity which the poor 
have of showing their religion, if they are so inclined 
to do, "I know," says the writer, "some people 
foolishly think that clergymen alone are servants of 
God ; that their calling alone is Divine ; that they 
only, and such as they, promote the glory of God. 
My friends, I tell you that I believe many a poor 
artisan who industriously and ungrudgpingly plies 
his trade, that he may honestly support a wife and 
family, or that he may keep an aged parent from 
the parish, is more effectually promoting God's 
glory than many a pompous preacher of the Word. 
There is an eloquence in the pious resignation, the 
contented looks, the busy fingers of the one, which 
is not to be found in all the bombast of the other. 
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And no man of this kind can calculate the influence 
for goodness and for God which he may exercise 
on society. I know nothing which has exercised 
a more pernicious influence on religion than that 
unhappy divorce which has been effected between 
religious duty and the everyday duties of life. 
When a mother is faithfully tending her children, 
and making her hearthstone clean and her fire burn 
bright, that everything may smile a welcome to her 
weary husband when he returns from his work, it 
is never dreamt that she is religiously employed. 

"When a man works hard during the day, and 
returns to his family in the evening to make them 
all happy by his placid temper, his quiet jokes, his 
loving talk with his children, the world does not 
think — perhaps he does not think himself — that 
there is religion in anything so common as this. 
'Whatsoever ye do,' says the Apostle, 'whether 
ye eat or drink, do all to the glory of God.' 

" Religion is supposed to stand aloof from such 
scenes as these. But to attend church, to repeat 
prayers, to listen to (or perhaps not to listen to, but 
to sit out) sermons : is this religion ? God help this 
poor sinful world, if religion consists only in these 
things, and not also in the other." And to this I 
say, Amen. 
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Try and introduce religion, the link of love 
which binds earth to heaven, into everyday life, 
and you will find that holiness and sanctity, and 
the sweet peace which follows on communion with 
God, is not restricted to and shut up in church, nor 
limited to the act of highest worship we can offer, 
but pervades all human life, and brings with it 
a Divine calm the world knows not how to give, 
and, God be thanked, knows not how to take away. 
The disciples who sat at meat, and had indigna- 
tion at what they called this waste, had not done, 
called though they had been and set apart to work 
tor Christ, anything in proportion to that which, 
in her homespun religion (if I may borrow and 
use the phrase), Mary did, and which she has set 
before us all, men and women, as an example to 
follow. For it is of her as the friend of Jesus in the 
last days of His life that I speak, and I call upon 
you, as I would enjoin it also upon myself, to think 
of Him now, and help those who are His brethren 
and ours in every and any way which opportunity 
affords and special circumstances suggest. 

Remember, she did what she could. It was her all 
she lavished on the Master she loved so well. 
There was no giving by calculation, no question 
if a few drops from the box would suffice to anoint 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JfxitvX» anl) Jfotii of %fn% H^ixhU. ii 

Him. Two objects she had in view, and she 
resolved to fulfil the obligation which these objects 
laid upon her, as she thought. There was Jesus to 
honour, and there was the box of ointment to do 
it with. 

And what is this, after all, translated into language 
suitable to this day, and explained by the light of 
circumstances of position of this age, but to say 
that you and I have two objects before us: "A 
God to glorify, and a body wherein and wherewith 
to do it." Again and again, wheresoever the 
gospel is read and preached and taught, this 
thing that this woman hath done is repeated, and 
as often as it is repeated, the simple panegyric, 
more powerful than the most eloquent passage 
of congratulatory address, " She hath done what 
she could," remains to her glory and to our shame. 
For, if there be no reality in our lives, if we have no 
set purpose before us of living, thinking, acting, 
and speaking for Christ and His cause, are we to be 
reckoned among His friends ? Friend or foe we 
must be, either doing His will or not doing it ; either 
advancing His cause, or by idle indifference hinder- 
ing it. I cannot put you, I cannot put myself in any 
other class or party. We are anointing Him with 
the service of some holy devotion, or betraying 
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Him by some, perhaps by continual, acts of selfish 
personal gratification. 

Whilst round that table was one who spent un- 
grudgingly herself, her all, like a ministering angel 
in an act of tender devotion ; there was another 
who, hearing the prophetic declaration that her 
good work should be for ever, and everywhere pro- 
claimed, went out, stung by envy, by greed of gain, 
turning his back on his Saviour, to do a deed which 
should also be proclaimed and heard with detesta- 
tion wherever Christ's gospel was preached. " From 
that time Judas sought opportunity to betray 
Him." 

Again I ask, are you His friend or His foe ? 
" He that is not with Me," said Christ, " is against 
Me." 
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SERMON II. 

St. Matthew xxvi. 14-16.—" Then one of the twelve, called 
yudas Iscariotf went unto the chief priests ^ and said unto them. 
What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you ? And 
they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from 
that time he sought opportunity to betray Him^ 

The epitaph on this unhappy man excludes all 
criticism, and silences all censure. Divine lips, 
never opened but to speak words of love and 
mercy to all who sought pardon, have said that " it 
were better for that man*' (the man by whom the 
Son of Man should be betrayed) " if he had never 
been bom ; " and when we remember who it was 
that he betrayed — One who, looked at only from 
the human side of His character, was worthy of all 
love and fidelity ; if we think of the miserable paltry 
price which was paid for the treacherous act; if 
we add to all the reflection that it was with a kiss 
that Judas betrayed Him, we shrink with horror 
at the culprit, and are amazed that, being such a 
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devil, he could ever have been chosen and ranked 
among the twelve Apostles, and shared with them 
the privileges and advantages of such a position. 
Was it indeed the loss of the money for which, as 
he reckoned, the alabaster box of ointment might 
have been sold, and its proceeds have found their way 
into the bag which Judas kept, that stirred him on 
to the fatal deed ? Did he, in hatred, madness, and 
despair, slink away from Bethany that night, to 
have the fatal interview, and make the hateful 
bargain which should bind him to betray His 
Master, and which should bring on the climax — 
the Lord of life being sold for the ransom money 
— £3 los. of our money — of the meanest slave ! 

He sold his Master! And in selling Him he 
sold himself, and has loaded his memory with the 
accumulated detestation of centuries. 

Such malignity was not the result of a sudden 
impulse of a moment, but it arose from an evil 
heart unrestrained ; and the unchecked habit of 
low, selfish greed of gain, prepared the way for this 
awful consummation. The more we think over the 
cool deliberation of the traitor, prowling about like 
some hungry beast intent upon his prey, but with- 
held by fear of certain surroundings from immediate 
attack ; when we remember all that Judas must 
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have seen and heard to stop the shameful step 
being taken, to have convinced him that the One 
he was plotting against was well aware of the plot 
— we are all the more shocked and all the more 
distressed at the rejection of such patient, long- 
suffering forbearance, and at the persistent wicked- 
ness which had such a hold upon the infatuated 
mind of Judas. 

The Evangelists and the early Christians gene- 
rally (we are told), when they speak of Judas, seem 
to be filled with a spirit of shuddering abhorrence 
too deep for words. 

Let us not pretend to show an undue and 
exaggerated detestation of the act, by heaping 
epithets of censure and abuse upon him, lest we 
forget that under another form, yet in the same 
degree, there may be some of us — mutato nomine 
de te fabula narratur — as I shall endeavour pre- 
sently to show, who are in some degree guilty in 
this matter of betraying our Master, whose servants 
we are, and whose soldiers we boast to be. 

About the same time — ^to go back in memory to 
the greatest event the world has ever seen, the 
birth of Christ at Bethlehem, when the angels 
sang their seraphic anthem above — there was joy 
on earth that a man was born into the world, in 
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the cottage of Simon of Kerioth, where a boy- 
had also been bom, called Judas — " The Praise of 
God," as it signifies, perhaps given specially as a 
mark of gratitude from the parents. 

Of his earlier years nothing is known, but we may 
not be far wrong in conjecturing that he must have 
had some external and specious qualities, which 
made him more conspicuous than others and 
attracted attention ; that he had some qualifications 
of mind and body which made him acceptable, at 
first, to the choice of the Saviour, of the Apostle- 
ship. With the outward enthusiasm which does 
not count the cost, with a self-will which owns no 
control, he may have thrown himself with an 
eagerness which he believed to be sincere, and with 
a self-confidence which had never subjected itself 
to self-examination, into the company which had 
sworn fealty and allegiance to the Saviour. This 
we must suppose, else it were to impugn the choice 
of the Leader, who deliberately chose one after- 
wards declared by Him to be a devil, knowing him 
to be such. 

I fancy, and history repeats itself, that Judas 
was not a hypocrite, consciously, at first ; but, little 
knowing his own weakness or the tempter's 
strength, he preached and taught with the other 
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disciples at first, and only when the hour and the 
occasion came, which comes to every man to try 
him, was it that he fell, and fell never to rise again. 

His conduct was evidently carefully concealed 
from his fellow-disciples ! So may two men in 
business, in a profession, walk side by side — be 
engaged in the same work, ministerial or pro- 
fessional — and the one shall be quite unconscious 
of the dark spot on the heart, the blight in the 
life of the other. It is so in households among 
servants, in families among children. Born of the 
same parents, fostered by the same love, trained 
by the same discipline, what is it but the per- 
verse independence and self-will of the one, and 
the humble, meek submission of the other, looking 
out of self lo higher help, that makes the child of 
God of one, of the other a child of sin ? 

You have seen — you know of such cases ; and 
so do I. Are we to suppose that during all this 
period there was no real distinction between Judas 
and the rest.? There was no visible distinction, 
perhaps, but doubtless there was a real one. The 
repeated warnings of our Saviour point to some 
one Apostle following in secret the inclination and 
bias of his own undisciplined will, treading in the 
pathway of sin; for Jesus knew from the beginning 

c 
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who they were that believed not, and who should 
betray Him. And with the guilty conscience 
which makes cowards of us all, many and many 
a time Judas must have felt the keen eye of the 
Searcher of all hearts was upon him, and read him 
through and through ; until he tore off the mask 
on that memorable occasion, which showed Judas 
not as one who really cared for the poor, to whom, 
whenever he wished, he might do good, but one 
who cared for the money which, as treasurer of 
the Apostles' common purse, he had to manage. 
Granted all that can be said in extenuation or 
mitigation of this act: let it be allowed that 
Judas was a man of decided and prompt action, 
that he hoped that Jesus was He who was to 
restore the kingdom to Israel, and that it required 
more energy and more decision of character to 
seize the favourable moment than his Master 
seemed to possess; and that Judas believed and 
hoped when the crisis came Jesus would break the 
bonds asunder, and cast away the cords from Him, 
and show Himself the King, victorious and suc- 
cessful over His enemies, and that he with the 
other Apostles would share the glory of this 
kingdom ; — granted all this, and the only conclusion 
we can arrive at is, that Judas had no business, no 
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authority, no sanction from Christ to precipitate 
matters ; that he had not learned the true nature 
of Christ's office, mission, and kingdom ; that his 
duty was to obey, and not to order ; and that, at 
best, to betray your king into the hands of his 
enemies is not the most usual or straightforward 
way to advance or improve his position. Read it 
as favourably as we may, I fear it was a cruel 
and malicious spirit, overcome by the besetting 
covetousness, which prompted and then constrained 
the traitor to do the deed of shame. " Oh, Judas, 
Judas," writes one, "happy would it have been wert 
thou the only one of thy kind ! But the name of 
thy brethren, even in the present day, is L^ion ! 
They were not, indeed, at any time thy like-minded 
apostles, but, like thee, they once inhaled the pure 
air of the Gospel, and were shone upon, as thou 
wast, by the rays of the Eternal Sun of Righteous- 
ness ; they were baptized like thee ; they grew 
up, nourished by the views of Divine truth, on 
their day of confirmation (a solemn, momentous, 
and most happy day to all who rightly use its 
privileges and its blessings) ; they gave themselves 
heart and soul. Thine, only Thine, O Lord, to be ; 
they knelt, as others have done, but not with the 
meek submission of lowly hearts waiting for the 
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refreshment of soul at the Holy Feast of Thy Body 
and Blood ; and so — unfaithful to their sacred vows, 
unmindful of their high calling, unworthy of their 
Divine birthright — they too turned traitor; for a 
mess of pottage, like wayward Esau of old, they 
bartered away all that made their position so noble 
and so grand, sons of God, joint heirs with Christ ; 
they revolted to the Prince of this world, they 
joined the ranks of the enemy, and instead of the 
kingdom of Divine light and peace, the idea of 
another kingdom, more real because more temporal, 
more pleasing because more personal, presented 
itself to their minds, in which the flesh should have 
its immediate gratification." 

More than once, in many a lifetime, has the wish 
for this mere worldly gratification of the passing 
desire of the moment been withstood ; as the angel 
withstood headstrong Balaam in his course, more 
than once has the Holy Spirit, not yet quenched, 
interposed in the way of some sinful attainment ; 
and only till, like Judas, we have sold ourselves 
with a compact and bargain we cannot repudiate or 
disavow, comes it to pass that we are far from all 
holy advice, and lost in the night of thick, dark 
wickedness. 

We go thoughtlessly on in our work of mischief, of 
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sin — thirty pieces of silver in one hand, and in the 
other our eternal life ; one set against the other — 
nay, rather, the one lost for the gain of the other ! 
Our Master requires of us, as He required of His 
chosen twelve, the crucifixion of the flesh, with its 
afTections and lusts. He requires loving submission, 
and cheerful obedience to His laws. He asks for 
the unwearied search after holiness, desire for 
purity, the practice of self-denial. 

He protects property. He sanctifies the marriage 
state. He introduces order into families. He con- 
demns impurity, deceit, falsehood, intemperance; 
and as each of us dares to elevate his own passion 
and will to be the law of his life, as each one of us 
yields to temptation to his besetting sin — vanity 
or ambition, uncleanliness or covetousness, pride or 
lying — so does each one of us accept the bribe to 
betray the Master, not in His person but in His 
cause, and make the Son of God to be crucified 
afresh through our sin. And most true is it that 
when a man is constrained to see how evil his ways 
are — how opposed to the better life set before him, 
which he should follow, — then, unless like Peter he 
can confess, he must like Judas be filled with all 
hatred and bitterness against that love which would 
still keep him within its embrace ; and in defiance 
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and rebellion, he attempts to wage war against all 
the Gospel teaching — would bury the whole world 
of moral and religious sentiments in a huge yawn- 
ing grave of atheistic materialism ; deny a future 
state, lest in that future state there should be retri- 
bution ; desecrate the Cross of Christ into that of a 
mere enthusiast ; and lower this life, which would 
be the case if their theory and their doctrines were 
true, to the level of the selfishness of unbridled lust ; 
and for the wretched reward of a passing pleasure, 
sink into nothingness and oblivion the bright pro- 
spect and the cheerful hope of peace everlasting, 
after some few years of anxiety and toil. 

The traitor Judas, like the fabled Hydra of old, 
has the power of reproduction. Let him be de- 
tected and laid bare in one place, he reappears in 
another, and whenever falsehood and wrong are 
preferred to truth and holiness, by whomsoever 
that choice is made, the man or woman has be- 
trayed her Lord, and joined in the cry, "Away 
with Him, away with Jesus, away with the doctrine 
of the Cross ! " 

But the end of Judas is so exceptional that there, 
you say, the parallel ceases. People do not end 
their lives from remorse very often ; they await 
the issue of their sin, hardened, stoical, indifferent. 
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I am not so sure of that ; nay, there are many 
lives which, if not actually cut off by the violent act 
of self-slaughter, are assuredly shortened through 
the aching remorse of self-accusation, unbrightened 
by the ray of pardon which follows on confession 
to our God. The cause which led Judas to this act 
is very often the cause of many a sorrow, which, if 
it be only the sorrow of the world, brings death. 
Judas' act was a sinful one, and sin must ever be 
a failure, and Judas saw that his calculations, based 
on a worldly principle, had woefully miscarried. 

The Light of Life in his heart passed away, now 
extinguished, into the darkness of despair : which 
way he looked was hell, himself was hell. 

Hurrying to the temple with his wretched gain 
(the silver marked — as Canon Farrar tells, strange 
irony of history — on one side with an olive branch, 
the symbol of peace, on the other with a censer, 
the type of prayer, and bearing on them the super- 
scription "Jerusalem the Holy"), for which gain 
he had bartered away his inheritance of one of the 
twelve thrones of the resurrection, and an apostle's 
glory here ; leaving behind him a name, it should 
have been of sweet commendation, instead of one 
of severe condemnation; he goes to his worldly 
masters, having forsaken his Heavenly Master, and 
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would thrust back upon them the price of blood so 
soon to be shed. 

With the worid's coin, in words as well as in 
metal, they pay him back. "What is that to us ? 
see thou to that." Did the world ever treat its 
followers otherwise ? When will we believe that the 
wages of sin is death ? God grant, not merely when 
from bitter experience we know it to be true. For 
this remains, as our last word, and one of comfort : 
although immeasurable Love pronounced the words 
of immeasurable ruin and immeasurable woe, " It 
were good for that man if he had not been born," 
— although we may have too often betrayed Christ*s 
religion, and Christ's holy cause and name, through 
word or deed of ours, — although, even in some of us, 
the awful state may be true as of Judas, " Satan 
entered into him," — ^yet there is a Voice which can, 
if we ask the dear Lord who loved and bought us 
with the price, not of money, but of His own life- 
blood, say to that evil spirit, " Come out of him, 
and enter no more into him." Be our temptation 
what it may, if we will only pray, — and act on the 
prayer not to give way to it, be it a temptation to 
murmuring, to angry tempers, to unkind words, to 
selfish deeds — " Lead us not into temptation," He 
will make His strength perfect in our weakness. 
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Only, I pray you, ever mistrust yourselves and ever 
trust Him : trust Him when thou art strong, 
trust Him when thou art weak ; trust Him in 
life, trust Him in death; for He has said, "Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." 

" In the hour of trial, 

Jesu, pray for me ; ^ 

Lest, by base denial, 

I depart from Thee. 
When Thou seest me waver, 

With a look recall ; 
Nor for fear or favour 

Suffer me to fall" 
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SERMON III. 

St. Luke xxiii, 28. — ** Daughters of yerusalem, weep not for Me^ 
dut weep for yourselves, and for your children J*^ 

" He saved others ; Himself He cannot save !" Be- 
fore the judgment seat of Pilate, and in the midst 
of His accusers, Jesus is dumb, and opens not His 
mouth ; but when He hears words of kindness and 
sympathy — the only break in the monotony of cruel 
abuse which had gone before, and would attend 
Him at Calvary — ^then those lips, shut for hours, 
are opened once more, to give utterance to the 
language of unselfish advice and gentle warning : 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but 
weep for yourselves." 

The remark has been made — and this will serve 
as introduction to what I have to say as regards 
these women, who may be justly numbered among 
the " friends of Jesus " — that no woman is men- 
tioned as speaking against our Lord in His life, 
or having a share in His death. On the contrary. 
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He was anointed by a woman for His burial; 
women were the last at His grave, and the first at 
His resurrection. To a woman He first appeared 
when He rose again ; women ministered to His 
wants ; women bewailed and lamented Him ; 
a heathen woman interceded with her husband, 
Pilate, for His life ; of a woman He was bom. We 
may also notice that St Luke alone mentions this 
circumstance, and that, like most of the incidents 
recorded by that Evangelist, it is of a compas- 
sionate character ; such as Christ's weeping over the 
doomed city, Jerusalem, and His prayer for His 
enemies. Perhaps the very fact that, among that 
crowd of thoughtless and of bitter foes, there was 
one touch of human, friendly pity, increased the 
agony of the Saviour's mind, as He turned and 
looked, and admonished those sympathizers that, 
bad and sad as His case might be, theirs was 
sadder, and far worse ! How much, we may won- 
der, did these women know of our Lord's history — 
of His life of labour and love, of the accusation 
brought against Him, of His condemnation to death 
— that they showed this amount of pity? Was 
there something in the appearance of One so meek, 
and yet so noble, calm, and dignified, in the pro- 
spect of approaching death, that called forth this 
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expression of compassion ? These were not His 
disciples ; these were not among the women who 
ministered to Him in His lifetime ; who had heard 
many a telling parable, and seen many a striking 
miracle. The grief which the Maries and the other 
women felt was a sorrow far different to this ; but 
for them, in their distress at this moment, there was 
a far higher comfort and a grander hope. They 
mourned, it is true, One beloved by all about to 
die, and they knew not as yet that His words would 
come true that He should rise again ; but Jesus 
could receive their grief as marks of true and 
loving regard for Him, and could bless it with the 
assurance that death had no power over Him. " I 
am the Resurrection and the Life." But this emo- 
tional and evanescent sign of condolence did not 
affect Him. He went to meet His fate, since it 
was His Father's will that He was accomplishing ; 
but they were going to a fate, and a doom, He 
had left heaven for earth to avert from them. 

Who. were these women lamenting ? Had He 
been their Teacher } No ; probably not one of them 
had ever heard a word from His lips. Had He 
been their Friend personally ? No ; we have read in 
the Gospels how narrow and circumscribed was the 
circle of His domestic relationships. He was not 
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a Master, at whose feet they had been accustomed 
to sit, whom they loved and revered. Only a 
curiosity to watch three men led out to crucifixion 
(about one of whom much has been said) brought 
this crowd, listless, idle, and with no depth of feeling, 
together to look and pity. For, whether my view 
of this incident be right or wrong, I bring it before 
you as to my mind an instance of friendly sym- 
pathy, because it was shown to Jesus, by such a 
company of persons. Two things are suggested 
for reflection. One is, that the sight of this patient 
Sufferer was of such a character as to call for feel- 
ing and emotion from such a crowd of thoughtless 
and indifferent persons ; and the other, by way of 
application, is, that sympathy or interest in Divine 
things — in services, in ministrations — unless they 
have root in the heart, are worthless ; and before 
we can pretend to anything like true devotion and 
sincere religion, we ought to examine ourselves, 
and see whether this story of God's great love to 
mankind affects us, so as to make our lives nobler, 
purer, less selfish. 

The crowd beside and around these women was 
unfriendly, scoffing, rude. The world to-day, to 
follow our parallel up closely, is for the most part 
unfriendly, coarse, sceptical towards religion and 
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its followers. Bitter, hard sayings there are still to 
be heard against Christ and Christianity. 

Some are written, some are spoken. They make 
one shudder at the thought of what the hearts and 
minds of these men must be, to think and proclaim 
such things. And so an involuntary expression of 
good wishes towards the insulted and aggrieved 
One, in the person of Christ, is drawn from us, and 
there, perhaps, it ends ; and the same voice which 
said to the daughters of Jerusalem, " Weep not for 
Me," may repeat the warning to us. 

He does not check the tears, but He would 
divert the mind from the object. " You are 
grieved," He would say to you and me, " that My 
name is so irreverently treated, My cause so little 
upheld. My work so scornfully spoken of. Well, 
My name. My cause. My work, stand firm on a 
surer foundation than human support. I blame 
you not that you feel this distress; it is a sign, 
however feeble, of some remorse, and of some 
tenderness ; but let the emotion turn from Me 
to consider your case, and weep then and there 
for thy own defilement, thy own unconverted con- 
dition. Thy sympathy for Me has called forth 
a nobler sympathy from Me: the love which 
brought Me to live the life of sorrow, and die 
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the death of shame, bids Me now point you to 
something far more sad than My approaching 
death. If that affects you, how much more must 
your approaching doom affect you ? With all 
your best wishes, your most earnest and laborious 
endeavours, you cannot avert the one ; and shall 
it be that for you, through your own wilful rejection. 
My life shall be shed in vain to avert the other ? " 

There were the words of awful self-denunciation 
and condemnation still ringing in His ears: 
" His blood be on us, and on our children ; " 
and shall they weep for Him, and not remember 
that the doom they had invoked upon them- 
selves was nigh at hand ? In a way we cannot 
unravel, Jesus mixed up, in the answer He gave 
to their silent look of pity, or their expression of 
sorrow, the thought of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
imminent ; the second coming of Himself, in the 
future ; and their own day of retribution, at death ; 
and the strong prophetic declaration, that days were 
coming upon these women when what was held 
as a reproach, ay, even a curse, among Israelitish 
women would be considered a blessing. " The days 
shall come, in the which they shall say. Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and 
the paps which never gave suck. Then shall they 
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begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to 
the hills, Cover us." These words reprove all un- 
real emotion produced by the sight, or the preaching 
of the Cross of the Crucified One ; they tell us that 
it is quite possible to observe a Lenten Fast, to be 
frequent in our attendance at services, to ask for, 
and, as the expression is, enjoy, appreciate more 
sermons on this subject during the forty days 
of Lent, and the more solemn, and separate medi- 
tations of the Holy Week, and with even tears of 
pity and sentimentality for the Saviour, still to 
go home, and back to life, with no true feeling of 
love to Christ, no steadfast purpose of amendment 
in the future. 

There is much pleasing emotion in the lively 
representation of the Redeemer's Passion, in musical 
oratorios, in ecclesiastical solemnities, and in litur- 
gical devotions ; but the question to be asked and 
answered is, Has that emotion deepened our spiri- 
tual Life, elevated our thoughts, consecrated our 
affections, raised and dignified our aims ? Is there 
no hard rock of impenitence in our hearts, off which 
these waters of religious sensation fall, instead of 
sinking in and filtering through, if they were really 
broken and contrite ? May there not be a fulness 
of self-righteousness beneath the surface of self- 
accusation, even condemnation ? 
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Nay, how many of us — and I would not say a 
word of you, or to you, that I do not say of myself, 
and to myself — are apt to identify ourselves in 
our griefs and our distresses with the Holy One, 
saying, "I will console myself in my misfortunes 
with the reflection that Thou, the Man of Sorrows, 
didst not walk upon a path of roses, but didst rise 
from the cross to the crown ; " as if he, the man, 
was a sinless sufferer like the Man Christ Jesus, 
or as if God must show him mercy because he has 
been unfortunate. Do we not, too many of us, 
think that, because we have never reviled the 
Christ, we have always honoured Him, and that 
our indignation at Judas*s treachery, and Pilate's 
vacillation, and the impenitent thiefs obstinacy, 
are proofs that we are friends, like the Mary who 
anointed Him when living, or the crowd who 
sympathized with Him on His way to Golgotha, 
or Joseph who honoured His lifeless body with 
all the dignity of burial in his own grave, " wherein 
never man lay ? " 

Do not let us mistake our feelings. Christ does 
not require any expression of pity from us, if it be 
unaccompanied with marks of regret that we have 
proved ourselves unworthy of His love. Re- 
member, He freely gave Himself up. Tears, idle 

D 
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tears of mere emotional ecstasy, are out of place at 
Calvary. He was not one of the unfortunates of 
the world — a victim, in the sense which this crowd 
put on His condition. He was a Victim, but in 
that sacrifice you and I — the world's iniquities — 
have taken part; and it remains — that Cross, 
that Victim — remains to testify to generations yet 
unborn how great was the penalty to be paid 
for sin, and how great was the love which 
prompted and performed the act of expiation. 
We cannot get away from this convincing, yet 
true assertion. 

The world crucified the Lord of Life ; and are 
we not of the world, and in the world ? and do 
we not daily, some of us, and very often, most of 
us, think such thoughts, speak such words, and do 
such deeds, as prove us to be enemies of Christ ? 

For even if we be not professed foes, are we 
confessed and acknowledged friends ? Do we 
speak up for Him ? Po we openly and avowedly 
declare ourselves to be on His side ? Do we 
rebuke vice ? Do we patiently suffer for the 
truth's sake — for His sake, who was the Truth — 
was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners } Look around you, and tell me if there 
be not now a cloud of regretful and compassionate 
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professors of a religion whose precepts they are 
little anxious to practise. Regretful, I call them, 
because one very often hears the expression, " I 
regret I have done so little, or am doing so little," 
from persons who never make any further 
attempt to advance in holiness, and make life 
more earnest ; and I call them compassionate, 
because there is a great deal of superficial pity 
for sinners, and for sufferers, which never rises 
to the lofty sympathy which acts from feeling, as 
well as talks somewhat glibly without thought and 
meaning. Look around you, and tell me if the 
scenes at Gabbatha and at Calvary are not re- 
newed ; and that, although there may be a vague 
regret that such things should be, no determina- 
tion and fixed resolution that such things shall not 
be. For it rests with each of us to make our 
religion a reality — to determine bravely and re- 
solutely that we will avoid that which we pretend 
to deplore, and that we will recognize His appeal 
and His warning, when He bids us not consider 
Him, the Crucified, so much as our sins which 
crucified Him. So shall our repentance be more 
sincere, our love deeper, and our lives better 
examples to others, as being lights shining in 
darkness. For, believe me, religion consists not 
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in the mere outward expression of reverence, or 
even of compassion. 

Stray words of pity can be easily evoked ; real 
sympathy with the sufferer is of sterner stuff than 
this. It is to hate the sins which we deplore. 

** Lord, when we bend before Thy throne, 
And our confessions pour, 
Teach us to feel the sins we own, 
And hate what we deplore." 

All sympathy with the Man of Sorrows is not 
forbidden, but no one can truly sympathize with 
Him who still retains any liking for that which 
caused Him, and causes Him still, to be a Man of 
Sorrows. 

We know not how, in His glorified life above. 
He can still be influenced by our actions ; but we 
believe that He is so moved, else how could we turn 
to Him, in sorrow or in trial, if He were not 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities ? 

" In every pang that rends the heart 
The Man of Sorrows has a part ; 
Touched with the feeling of our grief, 
He to the sufferer sends relief." 

But He is beyond our reach now ; and the only 
way in which we can show any feeling of com- 
passion and sympathy for all His sufferings, of which 
He has said, "Behold, and see if there be any 
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sorrow like unto My sorrow," is to show our ab- 
horrence of the sin which caused that sorrow. He 
is beyond our reach ; but those who are His are 
in our midst, who require from us whatever pity 
and help we can give them ; and nothing, we may 
be sure, gives that loving Heart so much joy now 
as the sight of the one sinner repenting, of the 
selfish learning and practising self-denial, of the 
impure seeking and finding cleansing, of the wicked 
man turning away from his wickedness which he 
hath committed and saving his soul. In thy 
frequent meditations on the Cross and all its sur- 
roundings, remember thy feelings of pity are all 
too shallow, unless they lead thee to a better life. 

" Look back upon the Cross of Calvary," writes 
one, " and you will no longer see there the empty 
symbol of a suffering now long past and over in 
the grave, where all things are forgotten. Look 
back — ay, and look up to it — and as thine eye is 
fixed upon that Form in imagination, look round 
and see thy brethren tried and tempted, and strive 
to succour them. Look in, and see thyself, out of 
that Cross's sweet and loving embrace, undone ; 
within it, peaceful, pardoned, and at rest ; and 
with tears of joy thank Him who has loved us — 
that He gave Himself, that whosoever looks to 
Him, and lives in Him, shall never die." 
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SERMON IV. 

St. Luke xxiii. 24. — " And Pilate gave sentence that it should be 
as they reqmred.** 

We shall best be able to pronounce our opinion 
on the vacillation of Pilate, which is our subject 
to-day, by a brief review of the position in which 
he was placed, and of the authority he possessed 
to act on this momentous question. We are to 
suppose that Jesus, after His condemnation by the 
Sanhedrim, is brought bound, as if finally and un- 
alterably condemned to death, before Pilate, whose 
permission, as the Roman governor, is necessary 
before the Jews can proceed to carry the sentence 
pronounced by their own judges into execution. 

But the official residence of Pilate is a house 
viewed at this special season with repugnance and 
shrinking by the ceremonial requirements of the 
Jew. To enter such a house at such a time as 
this, the very eve of the Passover, is to disqualify 
those who enter from all participation in the rite. 
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A message is sent to Pilate, who answers the 
summons with Roman courtesy, at once, and 
comes out to them, as they stand before him with 
their Prisoner sentenced and bound. The prac- 
tised eye of the Roman procurator, gazing intently 
on the Prisoner, detects none of the usual appear- 
ances of a seditionist, a murderer, or a malefactor 
in the Man before him. It is not probable that 
Pilate, any more than Herod, had ever seen Jesus 
face to face, though His good deeds of mercy and 
His wonderful words of wisdom had doubtless 
been, from time to time, reported to him by the 
common rumour of the neighbourhood. 

He begins in a just and regular way. "What 
accusation bring ye against this Man ? " His 
opinion is free and unfettered, you will see ; no 
prejudice frames the question. He had not always 
been so fair, and the Jews, to whom Pilate's 
character was known, were surprised and disap- 
pointed at this abrupt and critical demand. Their 
answer is somewhat impudent and haughty. "If 
He were not a malefactor, we would not have 
delivered Him up unto thee." 

There is a force intended in the "we." It is 
true, we are subject to you in many ways and in 
many points, but still we are not so utterly down- 
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trodden that we cannot exercise some power. Our 
law, our judges, and council send you a man 
examined and condemned by them to death. We 
have just to await your consent, and we shall then 
proceed to the full extremity. 

Haughtiness is answered back by taunt, and 
Pilate says, " Take ye Him, and judge Him ac- 
cording to your law." 

We see that, from the first, Pilate's anxiety is 
not so much to protect Jesus as to rid himself of 
the business. But the Jews, having a purpose in 
view, refuse this offer. They insist that, as the 
Romans had deprived them of the power of in- 
flicting capital punishment, so Pilate should in this 
case put in exercise his own power over them. 

Therefore they say unto him, " It is not lawful 
for us to put any man to death." 

And so, changing their tone of accusation from 
the charge of blasphemy, " He made Himself the 
Son of God," which the Sanhedrim might take 
cognizance of, to that of making Himself a king, 
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar (which, by-the- 
by, was a downright falsehood), which the governor 
could not pass by, they drive Pilate into a corner, 
where he must exercise his judicial power, and not 
allow such an accusation of the pretensions of a 
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king, while Caesar ruled, to pass unchallenged. 
And so Pilate goes to investigate the case himself. 

Jesus now stands before the governor, charged 
by the Jews with having set Himself up to be 
a king ; or, as they say more vaguely. He Him- 
self is Christ, a king, or rather anointed king, as 
the word Christos signifies. And then follows the 
wonderful and interesting dialogue between the 
Prisoner and the judge : the latter, conscious that 
he had before him no common man, anxious, 
very anxious, to let Him go, even if he is obliged 
unjustly to allow Him to be scourged, yet dreading 
to offend the people, who might turn again and 
impeach him before the Caesar whose viceroy he was. 

And mark the gentleness and the majesty in the 
condescension of Jesus. If Pilate really desires 
information on the subject, and an explanation of 
the real character of Christ, His office — His person- 
ality. His mission — He will tell him and instruct 
him. But Pilate indignantly scorns any notion of 
its being a matter of any interest to him who this 
strange Prisoner may be. "Am I a Jew } " asks 
Pilate. "Thine own nation and the chief priests 
have delivered Thee up to me. What hast Thou 
done.?" 

The day of grace and salvation had come to 
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Pilate, the day which should try him, as it comes to 
many and tries them, and passes on, leaving him, 
leaving them, unchanged. Clearly, without any 
evasion or mystery of words, Christ sets before 
Pilate what this kingdom is. We know what He 
meant by it. We know on what it is built, and what 
are its laws ; a kingdom not of this world, for 
earthly kings must die, and earthly thrones be 
shaken and uprooted. 

" Crowns and thrones may perish. 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain." 

We know that His rule is to be over the heart 
and soul, that the source of this power is eternal, 
and the dominion from everlasting to everlasting. 

But Pilate knew it not, because he did not 
choose to know. 

For what had truth and holiness in common with 
him > Doubtless aware that, in whatever sense the 
kingly character was assumed, the governor would 
resent it ; knowing it was a title Caesar must eye 
with shrewd suspicion, and treat with fierce jealousy, 
especially among so rebellious and fanatical a 
people as the Jews were at that time, Christ 
witnessed a good confession before Pontius Pilate. 
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Good indeed was it, when He unhesitatingly 
maintained that His very purpose in being born, 
and the very cause for which He came into the 
world, was to bear witness to the truth, and to this 
truth in particular ; that He was to reign by means 
of the truth, which is adapted to all alike, and 
brings His kingdom alike to all — to the king on the 
throne, and to the peasant in his cottage; for, 
allowing of no exception, He adds, "Every one 
that is of the truth heareth My voice." In these 
words a direct claim is made upon the governor 
himself for submission to the authority of Christ. 
Never before in the world's history, never since, has 
a prisoner pretended to such a power and influence 
over his judge. Pilate is evidently, in spite of him- 
self, aware of this claim. He feels again the hold 
which the Lord lays on him. Pilate saith unto 
Him, " What is truth ? " uttered, perhaps, not in 
derision, but in utter unbelief that there is such a 
thing as truth on earth ; uttered also in sorrow- 
ful remorse, and sad misgiving of his own weak, 
untruthful character. He knew too well there was 
no reliance on himself, carried headlong by the 
dark tempests of passion that raged around him, 
and with which at this very moment he was strug- 
gling. Was there truth in his official life and 
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management of public affairs ; was there truth in 
the Jews, whose wicked and lying conduct was 
then and there, by Christ's own words, terribly 
exposed ; and could that Man, captive, beaten, 
bound, reviled, be a living witness of truth ? 
•* Magna est Veritas et praevalebit " received no con- 
firmation, apparently, at that hour, in that Person. 
Surely it was the wildest dream of fancy to suppose 
that the Roman governor should stay to hear an 
exposition on the nature and value of truth, which 
this lowly exponent and enthusiast, as many re- 
garded Him, declared that every one who belonged 
to it must acknowledge by listening to Him. 

In this memorable interview, which is the climax 
of this strange history, Jesus triumphantly refuted 
the iniquitous charges of the Jews against Him ; 
explains, to the governor's perfect satisfaction, that 
there was no setting up of Himself against Caesar, 
however strong was the good confession that the 
Lord was born to be a king ; and though He 
claimed dominion over the governor himself, and 
all his judgments and rule, and all his actions and 
thoughts, that the governor might declare himself 
to be on the side of truth, He laid no claim to set 
Himself up against the earthly king, for it was 
by Him that kings reigned, that their hearts were 



V Google 



Jfxitntw anO iFoejs of ^nn efyAnt 45 

in His rule and governance, and that, as God, 
He disposed and turned them as seemed best to 
His godly wisdom. But all to no purpose. And 
Pilate said unto Him, '^What is truth ?" and when 
he had said this he went out. 

We know the sequel. He comes back to say- 
that he finds no fault with the Man at all ; and 
when a tumult is about to be stirred up, he washes 
his hands of the whole matter, and leaves, as he 
fancies, the guilt and the shame of having betrayed 
a noble trust of just judgment to be borne by the 
people, who willingly accept the responsibility for 
themselves, and hand it on as an awful heirloom to 
the generations yet unborn. 

What, then, is the character of this man ? Worse, 
in some respects, than Judas ? Judas had an end to 
gain in his act of treachery ; Pilate none, except not 
to offend the Jews, for in so doing he jeopardized 
his position with Caesar. Pilate was not without 
conviction from within and warning from without ; 
for scarcely was he seated on the judgment seat to 
receive the decision of the people, and give his 
sentence in accord with it, when a message came to 
him from his wife, deprecating his further inter- 
ference, for she had suffered many things through 
the night, in a dream, because of Him, and feared 
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Divine vengeance if He were condemned. You will 
say "How could Pilate help it ? Was he not fore- 
ordained to this work ; that ' suffered under Pontius 
Pilate ' was written of our Lord in the book of 
prophecy ; and that after all, in the unjust sentence, 
it was only the slowly self-fulfilling counsels of the 
Eternal which were being consummated ? " To which 
answer can easily be made. There was no con- 
straint, no impelling and coercing force, against 
which resistance was vain, which rendered Pilate 
helpless. 

His own words, " Knowest Thou not that I have 
power to crucify Thee, and power to release Thee ?" 
showed that in one sense he recognized his power, 
but his acts showed he was not the man to use 
that power consistently with the justice he was 
sworn to administer. There was no error in judg- 
ment here as excuse, no ignorance of facts; 
nothing but simple perversion of justice. And 
why was there this wrong done by one placed there 
to speak and act rightly .? " The six days of 
Caesarea," writes one, " when the same crowds had 
besieged his palace with the unbroken cry, which 
not even imminent death could still ; the six days, 
when their invincible tenacity had forced him to 
humble himself before them and let them triumph, 
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rose in Pilate's mind. It will be another uproar, 
thought he, like that. I must yield while I can, and 
save myself." 

Poor mockery of a ruler ! Set by the Eternal 
to do right, and afraid to do it; told so by his 
own bosom. Strong enough in his legions, and in 
the truth itself, to have saved the Innocent One 
and kept his own soul, he could only think of the 
apparently expedient type of the politician of all 
ages, who forgets that only the right is wise and 
strong, and that injustice to a country or a people, 
even if it have a temporary tinsel about it of 
success, can never be glorious or lasting. Pilate's 
vacillating conduct shows what his fears were. 
He was harassed on all sides. On the one side 
he was too proud to give sentence without forming 
his own judgment. 

He was, so to speak, afraid to do that which 
would have been his easiest, even if it were an 
unprecedented course ; and, having formed his 
judgment, he was still less disposed to give sentence 
against his own finding. He feared to do that. 

And the people, whom he was set over to rule, 
could rule, and overrule him. And why so? 
Because his hands were not clean, as the expres- 
sion is. 
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He was afraid to offend the Jews, but he was 
equally afraid of his mysterious Prisoner. He 
had violated his conscience, in not at once re- 
fusing the demands of this infuriated mob, and 
the Nemesis of this violation was swiftly avenging 
itself. 

Do not tell me that you cannot follow the 
parallel in its application. You must know, if 
not in your own lives, in the lives of others, how 
often there comes the crucial test of whether we 
shall do what is right at all costs, or whether we 
shall tempo^^ze; and how, when we have first 
begun to show weakness in our resolution — the 
weakness becomes at last complete, failure and 
degradation follows on want of principle. 

Our passions, our wills, our wishes, are they 
not crying out within us, from time to time, to 
give up to their pleasure and satisfaction that 
which belongs to God, just as the Jews desired 
Christ to be given up to them ? And because we 
once yielded, for the future resistance and denial 
are more difficult. 

While we condemn, we cannot but pity Pilate. 
He was not altogether bad, but he was far from 
being just or upright. 

He was kinder and more tender in his treatment 
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of Christ than Herod was, but his sin was the very 
common one, described in the old lines — 

** Video meliora, proboque 
Deteriora sequor." 

" I know and approve what is right, but I must 
needs follow what is worse." Why this " needs " ? 
Because in Pilate's case, and in other cases, the 
antecedents of his life prevented his acting as 
conscience dictated. A subject of condemnation, 
truly, but also of pity. For it is a pitiable sight, 
none more so, than to see a man false to his own 
convictions ; to see a man, called upon to act with 
decision, obliged to prevaricate and contradict 
himself. He declared himself innocent of the 
blood of the just Person to whom he had officially 
declared " he had power to crucify Him, and power 
to release Him." In the same breath with which 
he declares Christ to be innocent, he proposes to 
have Him punished as guilty. Surely Pilate was a 
foe to truth, to goodness, to Christ. 

Pilate fell a sacrifice to his want of decision and 
weakness of character, even as numberless others, 
though the subjects of fine feelings and good 
resolutions, often become a prey to the power of 
Satan. 

He was desirous of doing what was right, but 

E 
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not wholly. His sentiments were noble, but he 
did not make room for the Divine Spirit to confirm 
the feeling in him till it became a permanent and 
resolute conviction. 

The seed of sanctifying impressions was choked 
by the thorns of unbroken pride and worldly 
mindedness. 

How should we have acted in similar circum- 
stances } How do we act ? Have we not, through 
life, very often acted Pilate's part — knowing a 
thing was wrong, consented to it all the same ? 
Have we not allowed the voice of others to prevail 
over the voice of conscience ? And we know far 
more of Christ, and what He requires of us, than 
Pilate did. We have openly professed Him ; we 
are signed and sealed with His Name; and yet 
we allow that Name to be lightly spoken of, 
although we wish it were otherwise. We are 
troubled over and over again with a dream con- 
cerning that just Person, and conscious full well 
of the part we have played in this shameful drama, 
but as our last resource we lay the blame on others 
— on our temperaments, or our circumstances, or 
our companions, or our temptations. 

Will these excuses stand the test of examina- 
tion ? I trow not. It were a sad thmg for any of 
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us— and it may be true of some of us — that after 
a life of compromise and of indecision, although 
friendly criticism may place upon our tombs the 
record of not what we were, but what we ought to 
have been, the truest epitaph would be that which 
was applicable to Pilate, " Unstable as water, thou 
shalt not excel." 
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SERMON V. 

St. Matthew xxvii. 57, 58. — ** When the even was come^ there came 
a rich man of Arimathaa^ named Joseph, who also himself was 
Jesui disciple : he went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus,** 

With Joseph of Arimathaea, the name of Nico- 
demus is to be joined as a companion in this work 
of love, the burial of the Crucified One. It must 
have been a strange sight, the two men of wealth 
and position coming to the cross of a condemned 
criminal, to receive His body for decent sepulture. 
The permission for this gift had been obtained of 
Pilate. One Gospel narrative tells us that Joseph 
went in boldly to Pilate somewhat late in the day, 
—we may say to show courage, when all danger is 
over ! True, he had not been of those who had 
consented to the counsel and deed of the Sanhe- 
drim, but he had done nothing to prevent the 
carrying into execution of Pilate's unjust sentence. 
He was a Jew, but one of those who was expecting 
the kingdom of GodJ; so that, in this act of his, we 
see that faith had not died out with the expiring 
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Saviour. He was a disciple, but secretly, for fear 
of the Jews. Fear prevented hitherto any expres- 
sions of love and faith from him. He could not 
confess Christ before men. He was ashamed of the 
Son of Man'; now would the Son of Man be ashamed 
of him in the day when He should come with the 
holy angels. Pilate wonders at the request, and 
inquires of a centurion whether He had been any 
time dead ; and wheil he knew from the centurion 
that this was the case, he commanded the body to 
be given up. 

The descent from the cross is the subject of 
many an interesting picture, and without any ex- 
aggeration of detail or scene-painting in words, 
we may picture to ourselves the incident in some 
such manner as this. Those who were imme* 
diately around the cross, and heard the momentous 
cry, ** It is finished ! " and saw the bowed head, and 
the great gash from which flowed water and blood, 
still lingered ; they had not yet gone home ; the 
beloved disciple was carefully watching over the 
bereaved mother, whose heart a sword had indeed 
pierced ! She was the legacy of love to him who 
had so loved. There stood by the cross of Jesus 
His mother, and His. mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene, and the disciple 
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whom Jesus loved. And as they stand alone — for 
doubtless the soldiers, whose task was ended, and 
the crowd, who had seen all that there was to be 
seen of this deed of wrong and shame, had gone 
away — ^as they stand alone wondering what they 
should do — for they could not take the body down 
and bury it, not having sufficient strength nor 
implements to do so, neither did they like to 
depart and leave Him where He was, and night was 
coming on — they see in the distance the forms of 
other persons who are approaching. These were 
Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus, the same 
" who at the first came to Jesus by night," bring- 
ing with them others bearing tools, by which they 
might take the body down, and carrying with them 
a hundred pounds' weight of myrrh and aloes, for 
they were coming to bury their Lord. 

We may reasonably conjecture, that at first the 
new arrivals may have disconcerted and perplexed 
the little group of worshippers and friends. Is it 
peace ? they may have asked. Why come ye here ? 
The place whereon ye stand is holy ground. Our 
sorrow is sacred. The mourning is of a mother, 
mourning for her only Son ! Ladders are placed 
upon the cross, and fancifully, perhaps, yet graphic- 
ally, it has been supposed that Joseph ascended 



Digitized by VjOOQIC . 



iNnOHt nd iFotit of %i%u% 0|Ms(t 55 

one and .Nicodemus the other, to draw out the 
nails from the pierced hand, that no roughness or 
rude handling should further mar this sacred Form ; 
and so He is lifted down tenderly, who had been 
lifted up cruelly, but both in the lifting up and 
laying down He draws all men to Him. 

"For," writes one, " here we may pause to observe, 
how, when the world seems most triumphant, then 
Christ's power begins most to reveal itself." 

Already does the power of His death begin to 
work, so that in His utmost humiliation, even unto 
the grave, the rich and powerful gain that strength 
to confess Christ which they had not when He 
was alive. 

They do not confess a living Christ, nor a Christ 
risen, but Christ crucified. These men were in 
some sense the first of confessors. Human expe- 
diency and prudence, which too often operate with 
the rich and worldly, would have condemned their 
interference, but a faith and love which rose 
superior to the dictates of worldly wisdom and 
prudential policy prompted and encouraged them. 

The beloved disciple expressly mentions their 
former cowardice, to bring out into stronger relief 
their present courage. " The sun had gone down 
to his rest, but even now the stars begin to come 
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forth, and one or two are visible." All this was 
done in strange fulfilment of the prophecy which 
spoke of Him as making His grave with the rich^ 
and fully illustrates a principle which runs through 
so many human lives, that virtue and truth and 
worth are often only honoured and acknowledged 
after death. 

The heathen poet says that we envy and hate 
virtue when safe among us, but when taken from 
our eyes we regret the loss. The public man, 
who has been misrepresented and misjudged when 
among us, although he acted for the best, and 
worked most zealously and unsparingly, receives 
at death the empty tribute of tardy apology : 

"We have lost him"— 

wrote Tennyson of the Prince Consort — 

" He is gone. 
We know him now ; all narrow jealousies 
Are silent ; and we see him as he moved — 
How modest, kindly, all-accomplish*d, wise I 
"With what sublime repression of himself, 
And in what limits, and how tenderly 1 " 

The Jews slew their prophets, but afterwards 
built their sepulchres; a good Christian will be 
hated by the world, but his memory will be blessed ; 
and, descending from public and political characters 
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to private persons and domestic relationships, tears 
shed at a grave may as often be those of remorse 
at unkindnesses we never sought to make amends 
for, as of regret that the buried one is taken. The 
ears are deaf now to our entreaty for foi^veness, 
which once were opened to receive our harsh 
imputations. 

But, to return to our subject, how wondrous in 
its minutest detail, as teaching all generations, is 
the lesson of the story of Christ crucified ! 

For observe, these two men, Joseph and Nico- 
demus, who had once been partners in their acts of 
fear, are now companions in one deed of bold con- 
fession and reverent love. 

So has it happened, and is of constant recur- 
rence, that men and women, once confederates in 
guilty shame, become associates, firm and faithful, 
in bold confession, in humble contrition, in zealous 
co-operation for good. 

Once we hid our faces from all that was noble 
and sanctifying ; now we turn them, in lowly depre- 
cation of the punishment we have incurred, to Him 
who "is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Once we 
dreaded the world's opinion of our religion, but 
now we fear only the disapproval and disfavour of 
our God. 
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I have taken Joseph of Arimathxa as one 
among the few friends of Jesus at His death ; and 
while it is quite true that he might have done 
more for Him when alive by an open confession, 
by using his authority in the Sanhedrim with 
greater decision, I fear that some of us do not 
show even this slight mark of friendship towards 
the Crucified One. Joseph and Nicodemus did 
all that they could ; and this all, I would have you 
observe, was hot by any means without self-sacri- 
fice, and compromise of their position in the eyes 
of the world — a world they had feared, and loved 
full well. 

In the begging of the body from Pilate, in 
gentle and loving care of that body when de- 
livered to them, in its sepulture in the rich man's 
own grave, we see clear signs of a desire to 
make reparation for a life hitherto lived selfishly, 
and in opposition to better thoughts and feelings. 
How many lives are led in reparation — ^perhaps 
futile — of evil done before, or of good left undone ! 
They take Him down from the* cross, they carefully 
enclose His body in the linen clothes, and then 
they leave their Lord in the sepulchre, little aware 
how soon that sepulchre should be tenantless. But 
what they did they did in faith, and in unfaltering 
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love ; and their act, in thus laying to its rest the 
body of Jesus in a grave, has given to the grave 
for ever afterwards a holy association which we 
all, who have graves dear to us, thank them for. 

" Lowly kneel, and softly tread 
Round the Saviour's sabbath bed; 
Mourn not, weep not ; watch and pray ; 
Put all restless thoughts away. 
Whatsoever grief or strife 
Thou hast ever known in life, 
Bring it to this garden ground 
Where His sepulchre is found." ♦ 

It had to be done in haste ; the last rays of 
the sun were shining on the garden, and a stone, 
prepared for the purpose, was rolled against the 
entrance, to protect the body from the designs of 
enemieis, or the attacks of wild beasts. 

Strange mingling this of opposites. A garden 
of life, of growth, of beauty; and a sepulchre of 
death, corruption, and decay. 

And, in conclusion, as regards the character 
of this Joseph of Arimathaea and of his companion, 
who joined him bravely, as once he had been a 
week and feeble fellow-believer, we learn this one 
lesson at least of practical application — that faith, 
however slight it may be, which suffers itself to 
be nurtured and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, 

♦ Fi-om Monsell's Spiritual Songs, 
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is never entirely quenched. Let a man only be 
sincere, and his timidity, however shrinking, 
shall gain strength. Let him not lose confidence 
in himself: even if he fall, he shall be restored. 
Peter's faith faltered, but it failed not. Joseph 
of Arimathaea had not courage to face the ma- 
jority against him, but he would not join in 
their sentence, and the crisis of another trial of 
his constancy found him then true to himself and 
his convictions. The Jewish nobles of society 
might laugh at him, possibly, for this act of infa- 
tuated credulity, in honouring a criminal's corpse 
with such honourable ceremony ; they might pro- 
pose his expulsion from the synagogue ; but little 
recks he now of taunt or of censure. The fire has 
burst forth of love which smouldered so long. He 
had neglected the living Christ too long ; he 
must — he will — pay Him the tribute of respect 
at last. Late he may be, but he is in earnest. 
And the contagion of affection spread to another. 
Whether they had time to make a mutual arrange- 
ment, we know not ; all we know is that Nicodemus 
was a man of enormous wealth (according to all 
that has been known of him), and that the wealth 
was laid as a thank-offering before Him with 
whom he had such a wonderful conversation a few 
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years ago. So good impressions do not die out, 
though they may be quenched and dull for a 
time ; and we can take heart, and believe that 
many more besides these two men have lived to 
show strong and decided marks of faith by works. 
. Undecided men and women we are, too many 
of us ; we dally and temporize with the truth. A 
little we will do for God, but more we like to do for 
self. We are not very wicked ! Prudence forbids 
the sin, for the penalty is heavy. We have princi- 
ples, too, and they guide us ; but they do not govern 
us as they should. We are uneasy in our consciences ; 
we know all is not right ; we are not yet with our 
feet firm on the rock, and every wave which comes 
in unsettles us, and makes our goings unsteady. 
This religion of Christ, this Christianity, is plea- 
sant, and suits our better feelings ; but it is irksome, 
and its cross is heavy. Can we take the sweet with- 
out the bitter } Can we bear a part of the burden, 
and ease our shoulders from the whole weight ? 
" You see, if I confess myself a follower of Christ, 
shall I not have to give up so much that I like, and 
which is agreeable and satisfactory?" So indecision 
argues. And there stands the cross, a witness against 
all irresolution ; and doubtless it was the power of 
that uplifted cross, with the Form upon it, that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



62 :ttinSl» nOl Jhf% of 3citit5( Htfftiiit 

brought conviction of the truth, of all they wished 
to believe, home to the hearts of Joseph and Nico- 
demus. 

Too long had they delayed ; further postponement 
was dangerous. Now at once, echoing the senti- 
ments of the centurion who saw the awful signs 
which accompanied the death-throe of Christ, they 
will acknowledge in deed as well as in word, " Truly 
this was the Son of God." And for each one of 
us the cross stands still a witness of our sin and 
shame, and of Christ's wondrous love : 

** As to the holy patriarch 

That wondrous dream was given, 
So seems my Saviour's cross to me 
A ladder up to heaven." 

Learn we, then, from this portion of the story of 
the Cross, to pray for courage and boldness in a 
life beset with temptation to doubt, to fear, to fail, 
and to be undecided. What happened once, in its 
marvellous and awful surroundings — the crucifixion 
— cannot occur again ; but an event as solemn, as 
grand, as overwhelming, is to be enacted when the 
despised Nazarene shall appear as King of kings, 
and Lord of life and glory. 

Now we can confess Him, and love Him, and 
live to Him ; now the mighty act of constraining 
love can quicken us, if we will be influenced by it ; 
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and though Joseph and Nicodemus could only be 
faithful to the memory of Christ, we can, while yet 
the day of life is ours, make our reparation for long 
neglect by a more decided, a more earnest life of 
love of Christ, from Christ, in Christ, to Christ. 

This is the third and last among the list of the 
few friends who comforted the Saviour in His last 
moments by sympathy and care, and who honoured 
Him when dead. It is for us, each for himself, to 
ask. Am I a friend of Christ } Do I honour the 
solemn fact that He died for me as I should ? Do I 
realize fully all that is meant in the fact that, "in 
that He died. He died unto sin once, and in that 
He liveth He liveth unto God ; " and will His death 
rob my death as it ought of its sting, and will His 
laying in the grave surround the graves of my dear 
ones with a glory most celestial, a victory most tri- 
umphant ? Has His friendship for me made me love 
Him, so that He is my Friend in life, and will be 
my Companion through the valley of the shadow 
of death (for with Him it can never be more than 
the shadow of death) ? Can we say, because of His 
presence with us — 

'* How pleasant are thy paths, O Death ! 
Thither, where sorrows cease, 
To a new life, to an old past, 
Softly and silently we haste 
Into a land of peace " ? 
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SERMON VI. 

St. Luke xxiii. 39.— "^«<f one of the malefactors which were 
hanged railed on Him^ saying. If Thou be Christy save Thyself 
and «/." 

One would willingly avoid, if one could do so 
consistently with the object of these Lenten ser- 
mons, all consideration of this saddest instance of 
a bitter enemy to the Cross of Christ. For the 
ruling passion of obstinate unbelief, strong in death, 
is here presented to us in the case of the impeni- 
tent thief on the cross. 

Of what he is the example and type — of all cha- 
racters hardened by sin — does he not stand out, a 
grim feature in the tragedy of the crucifixion } Qi 
the case of the penitent thief it has been said, "Only 
one death-bed repentance is recorded, that none 
may despair ; but one is recorded, that none may 
presume." I will therefore call your attention to 
this, the last subject of my Lenten addresses, and 
together let us earnestly pray, " From all hardness 
of heart, good Lord, deliver us." 
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There is an old and true division, observes one, 
of the work of Christ into three parts — Prophet, 
Priest, and King. It is true that all His work is 
prophetic, all His work is priestly, and that His 
prophetic and priestly work is the exercise of His 
kingly authority. But still the division is a true 
one, and helps to set before us clearly and de- 
finitely the wide range of the benefits of Christ's 
mission and death. 

As a Prophet, He had addressed the group of 
weeping women, saying, "Weep not for Me, but 
weep for yourselves ; for the day is coming." As a 
Priest, He interceded for His murderers : " Father, 
forgive them ; for they know not what they do." 
And as King, He promises a place in His kingdom 
to the dying thief, who acknowledged Him as Lord 
and King. In this fact our Lord's words received a 
striking confirmation. "I, if I be lifted up, will draw 
all men unto Me." But there is one who refuses to 
be drawn ; one who taunts the dying Saviour with 
the scoffing remark, "If Thou be Christ, save Thyself 
and us." There was no confession of wrong-doing, 
no acknowledgment of sin ; only a bitter and de- 
spairing cry to be saved, not from sin, but from its 
punishment And so it comes to pass now that 
religion and its teaching is scoffed at, and its worth 
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impugned, and its doctrines reviled ; because men 
think that sin should have no penalty attached 
to it, and that if there is any saving power in 
Christianity, it should be a healing and soothing 
anodyne of all remorse or regret, otherwise they 
will not accept it nor obey it. 

Of Esau the mournful record remains, that " he 
found no place of repentance, though he sought it 
carefully with tears." But of this unhappy man, 
with a striking instance of conversion and faith 
before ;Jiim, he deliberately rejects the opportunity, 
and prefers to close a life of shame in a death of 
defiance. And is it so with other lives ? Can any 
one of us say when and where he will turn } Can 
any one continue to allow himself to go on in sin, 
and yet affirm that he will accept at some time or 
other the free offer of salvation ? What is the kind 
of thing which unfits us to receive it now ? Will 
the obstacle cease to exist at any special period 
of our life ? This man was so thoroughly a bad 
.man that he forfeited his life for his crimes ; and 
so, you will say, his exceptional case is not of 
value by way of application. But consider for a 
moment if sin is at first full and complete. Does 
it come and take up its abode in a man's heart at 
once, to remain there for ever ? Is it not by degrees, 
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almost imperceptibly, "here a little, and there a 
little," that we may mark a man's declension from 
virtue and inclination to vice ? From habits of self- 
indulgence come intemperance and want of self- 
control ; and then to intemperance is added excess 
and drunkenness ; and then the evil passions are 
aroused, the flame bursts forth, and murder follows 
on the angry word, or the man unchecked and un- 
checking himself becomes a confirmed evil-doer. 

In religious matters scepticism grows from the 
root of, at first, what was only a seed of formality — 
from the seed of pride, of wisdom, of a complacent 
self-righteousness — and so the thick crust round the 
heart cannot be penetrated, and men's hearts are 
hardened ; and when no impression can be made, 
and no external influence for good is allowed to 
work, the end is not far off*, nor is the issue doubt- 
ful. There is nothing more sad to witness than the 
utter inability of the petrified sinner to get any 
warmth at all. And was not the penitent thief, you 
will ask, just such a sinner; had he showed signs of 
sorrow or regret until that time ? No. And the 
whole point of the teaching is, to mark how one 
of them knows, and the other does not choose to 
know, the time of his visitation. 

This is nothing less than the stupendous difier- 
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ence between the reprobate and the still loving, 
though erring, child of God. On the right hand 
and on the left, and Jesus in the midst, stands the 
type of defiant sin, and of contrite penitence. Now, 
I do not imagine that any one, except the man who 
denies a future state (and with the denial of the 
future state all idea of judgment and responsibility 
vanishes away), determinately says to himself, " I 
know perfectly well there is a God of power and 
of justice ; but I mean to live as I like, and I 
know I shall repent and turn to God." A man 
does not say this in so many words, but he acts as 
if he had given expression to these thoughts. Now, 
one special feature in the impenitent thief's case I 
would have you notice, and it gives an awful solem- 
nity and a blacker dye to his crime. He knew per- 
fectly well that the day of his death had come, so 
that he had a place of repentance, a time of turning 
given to him, and he refused it. Unlike those who 
lay the flattering unction to their souls that they 
will be able to repent — that old age, or at any rate 
sickness, will certainly prepare them for the great 
end — this man had the mournful privilege of 
knowing that his end was near. He was therefore 
unable to indulge in those fanciful projects which 
entertain so many sick people upon the bed of 
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suffering ; and since the moment when he had been 
thrown into prison, until that when his sentence 
was pronounced, and since the moment when his 
sentence had been pronounced, until that in which 
it was executed, were moments as precious as they 
were miserable. Might he not have availed himself 
of them, and *' agreed with his Adversary whiles he 
was in the way with Him " ? Might he not have 
employed them in salutary reflection, or in earnest 
repentance ? 

Again, a writer has observed that even in the 
hour of his crucifixion, painful though that form of 
death was (and suffering has usually, if not a sancti- 
fying, at any rate a softening, tendency in most 
minds), the faculties of the man were unimpaired 
to a very great extent ; and unless his heart had 
been so thoroughly depraved, he might even then 
have turned. But, alas ! no. The certainty that his 
days were numbered had no effect upon him. He, 
to use a common but unhappy expression on the 
subject, braved it out to the last ; he died — awful as 
is the expression — hardened. 

Moreover, another reason which acts on men's 
minds prejudicially, so far as repentance is governed, 
is that of supposing, which so many do, that the last 
hours will be accompanied by some striking and 
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overwhelming proofs of Divine power and miracu- 
lous agency, as to make salvation a necessity. 

Free-will is thus thrown at once to the winds, and 
a coercive power brought in to bear upon man's 
actions, so as to render his choice of the better life 
a necessity rather than a preference. This striking 
and sad story contradicts such an idea entirely ; 
for, let me ask you, had there ever been, or will 
there ever be, so wonderful a combination of mar- 
vellous and stirring incidents as those which sur- 
rounded the crucifixion of Christ ? And since these 
signs failed to move the stony heart of the impeni- 
tent thief, on what grounds can you argue that any 
other combination (if such were possible) would 
have a different effect ? Who has told such persons 
of such an irresistible agency.^ Does the Bible 
give them instances ? Does their own reason 
suppose such manifestations possible, and if possible 
will they be efficacious ? 

The circumstance we are considering proves irre- 
sistibly this undeniable fact, that where the heart is 
hardened by a long course of sin, it will resist the 
evidence of truths best established, and facts most 
palpable. There are no years, nor months, nor 
weeks, nor days, above one day and one hour; 
the great " Now is the accepted time ; now is the 
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day of salvation," which is the privileged oppor- 
tunity for every one of us. Lose now the day of 
grace, and the door may be shut, and we shall 
never see the face of our dear Lord. 

And IS there not a warning here of the fearful 
infection of sin, when, even in death, a sinner joined 
with sinners in the reproach that if Christ were 
indeed the Christ He professed to be, and the 
Christ they desired to have — a Christ and King with 
temporal authority, swift to avenge His enemies, 
and prompt to assert and assume His power — He 
should come down from the cross, save Himself, 
save them, and then they would acknowledge Him ? 

They little knew what " He saved others ; Him- 
self He cannot save," meant. Do we know the 
full power of its meaning .? Is the story of the 
Cross we read about and sing of at this season a 
lesson of momentous importance in our lives ? 

He could have saved Himself. Had He chosen to 
have prayed to His Father, twelve legions of angels 
would have been present to have rescued Him from 
His enemies ; by His own power He might have 
passed through their midst. But then the strife 
would not have been over, the victory over, death 
and sin never accomplished. But, God be thanked, 
it has been done, and yours and mine are the 
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benefits of that victory. We thank Thee, O great 
Champion of our cause, that Thou hast not saved 
Thyself, but by Thy sacrifice hast saved us. 
" Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The heart of sin, of hatred, of unbelief, could not 
appreciate the great work, nor even sympathize 
with the great sorrow, of One who was acknow- 
ledged to be by all an innocent Man. "Jesus in 
the midst," between two thieves — between the peni- 
tent and impenitent — stands still for us all, the 
story of the Cross. Will you think for one mo- 
ment, will you inquire of yourselves, Which of 
these two am I ? 

The return of this solemn season of the Holy 
Week suggests to all such a consideration. Who is 
it that you and I, as Christians, acknowledge to be 
in the midst ? " This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased," were the words of Divine appro- 
bation pronounced upon Him at one time of His 
ministry, nor is the Father less well pleased with 
Him now. Christ was, Christ is, Christ ever must 
be, the point of contact between God and the 
sinner. God and His guilty creatures are brought 
together again in the person of the Mediator. God 
can smile on us, in Christ, and we can look up to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iFtienta and JftM of Si^stust iSixint 73 

God, smiling also through our tears of penitence, 
knowing that we are forgiven, are adopted and 
" accepted in the Beloved." 

Sad and sorrowful as are all the circumstances 
of treatment of this just Man, none is more sad or 
more sorrowful than the bitter reproach and unbe- 
lieving taunt of this poor criminal ! What shall we 
say of ourselves ? Can we gaze unmoved and un- 
changed at the sight of this great death ? Has it 
no effect upon our lives ? Can we say, " God for- 
bid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ " ? The Cross is no unmeaning 
symbol ; it is the everlasting exponent of great 
ideas ; of these four above all others — love, sacri- 
fice, victory over sin, triumph over death. Of these 
four subjects it talks to men, and with a voice of 
authority it says, concerning each of them what 
the world cannot say, it gives concerning each 
assurances which the world cannot give. Accepted 
and received, it proves life's greatest blessing; 
denied and rejected, it is life's curse. 

In a volume entitled " Yesterdays with Authors " 
occurs the following story, which may conclude our 
discussion of this incident in the story of the Cross, 
and leave for us a hopeful and cheering thought. 

" We cannot resist recalling one Sunday evening 
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in December, when Thackeray was walking with 
two friends along the Dean Road to the west of 
Edinburgh. 

" It was a lovely evening. Such a sunset as one 
never forgets. A rich dark bar of cloud hovered 
over the sun, going down behind the Highland Hills. 
The north-west end of the hill, with its trees and 
rocks, lay in the heart of this pure radiance ; and 
there, a wooden crane used in the granary below 
was so placed as to assume the figure of a cross- 
All three gazed at it silently. As they gazed,. 
Thackeray gave utterance, in a tremulous, gentle,, 
and rapid voice, to what all were feeling, in the 
word ' Calvary.' The friends walked on in silence^ 
and then turned to other things. All that evening 
he was very gentle and serious, speaking, as he 
seldom did, of Divine things — of death, sin, eternity, 
and salvation — expressing his simple faith in God 
and His Saviour." 

If those be your feelings this Passion-tide, then 
the story of the Cross, " the old, old story, of Jesus 
and His glory, of Jesus and His love," will not be 
repeated in vain, nor fall on impenitent hearts. 
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SERMON VIL 

Hebrews v. 7. — " In the days of His flesh *' 

I PROPOSE to consider on this and succeeding 
Sunday mornings certain aspects in the h'fe of our 
Blessed Lord, spent under conditions affecting His 
human nature and character. Such conditions as 
the sufferings and privations He endured physi- 
cally ; the weariness, hunger, and thirst ; and again, 
the vexation and anguish, the opposition of un- 
godly men, which the " contradiction of sinners " 
would naturally prodijce. And we can think of 
Jesus in the days of His flesh as (^.) sorrowing with 
those that mourned — for " Jesus wept ; " (p) sym- 
pathizing with man's sufferings — " Himself bare our 
sicknesses ; " (c,) having a Divine compassion for 
the sinner — " Her sins, which are many, are for- 
given, for she loved much ; " (rfl) understanding 
what loneliness and solitude are — " Yet I am not 
alone, because the Father is with Me ; " (^.) and, 
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lastly, passing out of life by an ignominious death 
— *' Where two thieves were crucified, one on either 
side, and Jesus in the midst." And I would ask 
of you all to consider the reason of this humilia- 
tion, and this life of privation and self-denial. I 
wish you to remember that it was for our sakes, 
from love to us all, this voluntary self-sacrifice — 
this putting off of His glory, and this putting on 
the body of humiliation. It was that He might 
be partaker of our humanity, that He might have 
the sympathy of a fellow-feeling from like suffer- 
ing, and that just now, at this season, we might 
ourselves do something by way of self-sacrifice — 
denying ourselves some amusement, as I would 
fain believe some of you are doing, forbearing for 
a while from either being the dispensers or the 
receivers of our customary hospitality, not because 
such abstinence is meritoriojis or reflects any credit 
upon us, but simply for this reason, that if Jesus 
our Lord has suffered for our sakes these privations 
and sorrows and sufferings, surely the commonest 
feeling of gratitude would suggest some acknow- 
ledgment of the love thus shown, and Christians 
in heart, as well as head, would rejoice in the 
frequent opportunities given in this and other 
churches of marking the season by retirement, by 
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prayer, by frequent communing with God in the 
stillness, and sanctity of His holy house. 

The wishes, the wants, and the conveniences of 
a congregation like this have been consulted. For 
men of business, or for those who have other 
avocations during the day, the eight o'clock service 
seemed to afford a favourable opportunity of be- 
ginning the day with prayer ; whilst the noonday 
service, daily, and the five o'clock service on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, would comprehend the 
majority of people, who, if so disposed, might, with 
very little self-denial, after the business or pleasure 
of the day is drawing to a close, devote a very 
small portion of the day and week to devotional 
exercises. 

, " In the days of His flesh," Is it to inquire too 
curiously to ask. Does the Saviour now, in His 
glorified body, in His session at God's right hand, 
remember those days ? Surely, if true to the full 
conditions of His humanity — for He took the 
human nature in that risen body with Him to 
heaven — He still retains the memories which be- 
long to our race. 

We cannot suppose that, if He loves us, as we 
believe He does. He would forget all He has done 
for us by reason of His great love ; we cannot 
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think it possible that, if whilst on earth He could 
speak to the Father with a retrospective memory 
of the glory which He had with the Father before 
the world was, now that He is with the Father 
again He would not care — if I may so say with 
all reverence — to remember the period, unique and 
special in itself, when He dwelt among men. He 
must think of the ministering love of the women 
who followed Him, and did what they could, by 
womanly care and sympathy, to alleviate His 
sorrows, or to administer to His wants. The 
alabaster box of ointment, very precious, has not 
lost its perfume, nor the tears of penitence their 
preciousness in His sight. The earnest fervour 
of Peter, bidding the Master call His servant 
to come to Him on the waters — ^is that a thing 
of the past, in the sense of being obliterated from 
the table of the memory ? or, darker contrast, is 
the oath of denial, " I know not the Man," followed 
as it was by the bitter tears of true repentance, and 
the humble acknowledgment of weak but sincere 
affection, " Lord, Thou knowest all things ; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee," forgotten? Surely 
not. Surely these, and the agony of the garden, 
and the mockings and insults of the people, ex- 
cited and incited by the virulence of the chief 
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priests and Pharisees — all the indignities as well as 
the kindnesses shown Him (few and far between, 
alas !) in the days of His flesh — must stand out as 
events, which because Christ is human He does 
not forget, but He forgives because He is Divine. 

I will put before you to-day His baptism and 
temptation, as two events consecutive in the life 
of Christ in the days of His flesh, for contempla- 
tion. An event full of glory and rapture the one, 
while the other is tinged and darkened with all 
the solemnity and seriousness of a deep mental and 
physical crisis. 

True to the object of His mission, when His hour 
was come, Jesus of Nazareth comes forward out of 
His retirement, at the call of one who was at that 
time himself fulfilling the prophetic commission by 
Divine appointment. Multitudes listened to the 
Baptist's teaching, and obeyed his exhortations. 

But when Jesus was seen among them, in memor- 
able language the Baptist declared that in His 
case there was no call or occasion for repentance ; 
that in the spheres He had hitherto occupied His 
self-dedication had been perfect, and His obedience 
complete. Nevertheless, He reverently received the 
ordinance of baptism which John was instructed to 
administer, for the purpose of announcing His 
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entrance into that larger sphere of activity which 
He was now called to occupy. 

And if it be asked, how could Jesus, who was 
"holy, undefiled, separate from sinners," submit 
Himself to the baptism of John, which was a baptism 
of repentance, and therefore implied the confession 
of sin ? the answer is. He who knew no sin was 
made sin for us ; and in His representative character, 
" in the days of His flesh," He was regarded as sinful, 
through His connection with a sinful people. So 
thus, by " fulfilling all righteousness," by completing 
the accomplishment of the order into which He 
had been incorporated. He obtained a fuller out- 
pouring of the Spirit, through which the faculties 
of His human nature were raised and strengthened. 
Then there came forth the infallible witness to the 
impressions which, from the days of His flesh, when 
He felt He must be about His Father's business, 
haunted and inspired Him, — ^the Voice, "This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
Then must the shadowy thoughts and dim awaken- 
ings in the human mind of the Saviour have 
assumed a clearness, a shape, and substance ; and, 
under the influence of the Spirit, He is constrained 
to go into the wilderness — into the very region, 
as it had been conjectured, made memorable by 
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the wanderings, and the solitude of David and 
Elijah. 

There He continued for forty days in devout 
meditation, pondering, we may suppose, on all the 
mysterious circumstances of His birth, and turning 
over in His mind all the work He had laid upon 
Himself to begin, to continue, and to finish. In 
His human consciousness, apart from the Divine, 
awful, solemnizing, and yet strengthening, quicken- 
ing thoughts, settling down afterwards into an un- 
ruffled calm, must have filled His spirit during 
those many days of His seclusion, which was at 
length ended by a manifestation, sublime and 
heroic, in three great typal forms of that resistance 
to evil which for nearly thirty years had been 
maintained by Him. 

In what form the tempter came we are not told> 
nor is it necessary to swell the dimensions of our 
address to you, to put side by side various sugges- 
tions, obviously imaginative, possibly fanciful ; all 
we need know, and all we should believe is, that 
the temptation was most real and most personal — 
that, in the days of His flesh, Christ was "tempted 
like as we are." The suggestions to evil were 
based on most specious, we might say acceptable^ 
grounds. " If Thou be the Son of God," is twice 

G 
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brought forward as a reason for exercising un- 
necessary power, and questioning unduly the care 
and providence of the Father. Often before, and 
again in after days, we may well suppose, since, 
though "the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak," 
must the temptation have presented itself, to 
accomplish at one and final stroke the business 
of His life, rather than pass thirty years in 
monotony and dreary toil, or the three years of 
unceasing conflict with opposition and contra- 
diction. But these suggestions were always put 
aside, though He was straitened until all was 
accomplished. 

Retirement was, perhaps, distasteful to the ardent 
zeal of the youthful mind of the Saviour ; but to 
disobey, or to anticipate by one moment the 
appointed hour, was more than distasteful ; it 
would have been dishonouring the love of His 
Father. Discipline, in its severity, can only be 
submitted to, and acknowledged by One who knew 
the meaning of the words — " Man doth not live by 
bread alone, but by every word which proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God." 

He could say, " This human position of de- 
pendence I have assumed; all My faculties as a 
man, all My life itself, is being supported by His 
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power who governs all things, and rules the order 
in which I am here living ; and nothing will I do, 
and nothing will I leave undone, which shall in 
any way weaken the design He has concerning 
Me, so that in doing the will of Him who sent Me 
I might show forth His glory, and communicate 
blessings to those whose nature I have assumed." 
But as these blessings cannot be given apart from 
the final cause for which they are intended, the 
self-surrender in wills and desires of those who 
are capable of receiving them, and since that 
cause is not a pleasurable consciousness, or even 
freedom from suffering, but that men might 
become perfect through suffering, because patient 
in tribulation, and so become children of the 
Highest, changed into the image of the Son, from 
one degree of glory to another by the Spirit of the 
Lord, therefore did the Son of God, in the days 
of His flesh, pass through the bright sunshine of 
the Father's approval at baptism, into the dark 
gloom of personal contact and conversation with 
the tempter in the desert, that He might, from 
this sympathy, rejoice with every believer in his 
hour of spiritual exaltation and succour, and 
defend every believer in his hour of difficulty and 
depression. 
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"In the days of His flesh." Christ was per- 
fect Man ; and when the hour of trial was over. 
He did not refuse the sweet comfort and refresh- 
ment which ministering angels afforded Him. 
" Behold, angels came and ministered unto Him.'* 
By this heroic manifestation, as it has been called, 
Jesus brought out into full view the perfection of 
a character, formed by fears of training and dis- 
cipline. And human nature, in its possible integfrity, 
was exemplified by Christ, not in an imaginary 
exemption from the attacks of evil, but in a personal 
conflict with, and victory over it. 

And, the battle and the strife being over, the 
victory secured, to recognize the grandeur of the 
issue, and to alleviate the severity of the conflict, 
those loyal spirits who stand " in God's most holy 
sight," ever surrounding the throne, were sent forth 
to minister to Him, as they are sent to every one 
of us, if we could only feel that " there are angels 
hovering round;" and He accepted their office, 
and entered into communion with them. They 
were sent forth as ministering angels to Him in the 
days of His flesh, and so heaven was ever opened, 
the communication never interrupted ; and so He 
met every temptation afterwards, which indeed was 
virtually crushed on that occasion. 
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Every suggestion which Satan, in the later course 
of Christ's life, set before His mind, either when 
men came to take Him by force to make Him a 
king, or when they spitefully entreated Him, and 
mockingly saluted Him, " Hail, King of the Jews ! " 
the power won by Him in this temptation, baffled 
and defeated, and in the light of the glory which 
shone round Him — by reason of this mighty per- 
sonal success over the power of the prince of dark- 
ness, did Christ, ^' in the days of His flesh," go forth 
" conquering and to conquer," until the climax was 
reached of the " It is finished," on the cross. And 
then, when the forty days after His resurrection 
had passed, the angel-hosts welcomed the Son of 
God back to His Father's throne, with the song of 
victory, " Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; and be ye 
lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King of glory 
shall come in." 

And, lastly, as our object is to derive a practical 
benefit with the practical lesson of the text, " In 
the days of His flesh," let us remember that, as He 
was, so are we in this world ; and because He once 
dwelt with us. He has compassion on us in all our 
trials. " He took not upon Him the nature of 
angels," but of men, and so He knows what is in 
man, what man requires. 
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He knows of us, He knew of Himself, that we 
are under conditions of suffering and of sorrow ; and 
if we remember this of Him, the thought will 
strengthen us to realize our position, and give us 
encouragement to act accordingly. He passed not 
up to glory before He suffered shame. This is a 
true saying, "If we suffer, we shall also reign with 
Him." Before Jesus passed through His baptism of 
blood into this His new life. He knew that He had 
a flesh under certain conditions of infirmity, and 
therefore He knew that there must be trials and 
troubles for the flesh. He accepted, and submitted 
to this arrangement and order. Do we .? — can we ? 

Perhaps, from time to time, we are wearied and 
worn out, physically and mentally. "Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest ! *' 

" Well I know thy trouble, 

My servant true; 
Thou art very weary, 

1 was weary too. 

But that toil shall make thee 

Some day all Mine own, 
And the end of sorrow 

Shall be near My throne." 

* * Little we'll heed that troubles 
Beset us thick and fast ; 
Once in the better coimtry, 
We shall forget the past. ** 
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Only let this mind be in us which was also in 
Christ Jesus, and sorrow shall have no power to 
overwhelm, nor sin any strength to overcome us. 
The mind in Christ Jesus was the joy which was set 
before Him, so that in all His efforts, and all His 
endurance, He could, with the joy set before Him, 
endure the cross, and despise the shame. 

Let us not, in these our days of the flesh, when 
we are so often and so easily tempted to be cast 
down, when we persist in looking at the dark 
side of things rather than at the brighter side, 
forget Him who does not forget us ; and while we 
do not look for a reward, so as to impair the dis- 
interestedness of our life of holiness or self-denial, 
such as it is, here, let us remember there is an end 
approaching, and an hour of victory for us. We 
could not work if we did not know, and rejoice 
to know, that the hour will sound to call us away ; 
that— 

** Be the day weary, or be the day long, 
At length it ringeth to evensong." 

We could not face an unknown future but for the 
conviction that He who has been with us in the 
past will not forsake us now ; and that, since He 
once underwent in the days of His flesh so much 
for us, whereof we now reap the blessings — the 
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sense of forgiveness, the freedom of being under the 
Gospel and not under the law — " He cannot deny 
Himself," or be less a Saviour now that His work is 
finished and His warfare accomplished. In every- 
thing which Christ possesses, as the Man Christ 
Jesus, His people have an interest, and this His 
view of the past is no exception. We shall be like 
Him ; we also shall look back on a past, on the 
days of our flesh. God grant that in the evening 
of life, if that period shall be granted to us, 
thoughts of peace and not of sorrow may be ours, 
for age is a time of peace ; and as we look back, not 
as we do now, from one point of earthly life to 
another, but from the heavenly life to be lived in 
the spirit to the earthly life lived in the flesh, ours 
may not be the fatal experience of the truth, " He 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption," but that conviction of the better and 
happier truth, that " He that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 
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SERMON VIIL 

Hebrews v. 7. — ** In the days of His flesh^'^ 
St. John xi. 35. — ^^ Jesus weptJ^ 

These two sentences joined together run thus : 
" In the days of His flesh Jesus wept ; " and we are 
to consider this aspect of our Blessed Lord's 
humanity to-day, as being one of the instances of 
His perfect sympathy with man. 

In the days of His flesh Jesus wept ; although 
but a day or two before this event He had said, 
'* Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes 
that I was not there." And He was about to restore 
the brother to the bereaved sisters, and to give him 
with such assurances as had never before been 
made by any human voice, and which have served 
since that day as a source of the greatest consola- 
tion and hope to all mourners. Still Jesus wept. 

There is no picture of domestic life with which 
we are more familiar than the home at Bethany. 
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There might have been something exceptionally 
attractive about these three — the two sisters and 
Lazarus ; or it may have been that the seclusion of 
the little hamlet, distant about two miles from 
Jerusalem, afforded a strange but agreeable con- 
trast to the tumult and the anxiety which ever 
beset Jesus in His periodical visits to the city. 
"How," writes one,* "the spirit of peace and 
faith and love must have brooded over the house 
in Bethany ! Here the despised and rejected found 
so much comfort and relaxation as He saw fitting 
to permit Himself; here the vexation of His adver- 
saries could not reach Him. Hither the contradic- 
tion of sinners did not follow Him ; the contempt 
of the philosophic Sadducees, the flippant scorn of 
the Scribe, the deeper detestation of the Pharisee, 
the caprice of the vacillating multitude, had here 
no vantage-ground. Here were no stones to kill 
Him, no entanglements of talk were laid here." 
Happy faces, kindly voices, ready sympathies, 
endeared that hearth in Bethany to Jesus, and 
made it for Him a home after His own heart. For 
here He came unto His own, and His own did 
receive Him. No wonder, then, that now, called to 
the scene of sorrow and bereavement, a witness of 

* Brookfield. 
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what grief and desolation caused by death are, and 
when those thus affected were His own near and 
dear ones, — is it irreverent to say, that one touch 
of nature, which makes the whole world kin, had 
struck the human love of Jesus, and He wept to 
see the wound which the king of terrors can inflict, 
unchallenged and unopposed ! And one lesson I 
would bring before your notice, in connection with 
the text, is full of comfort. It is this : that since 
pain and sickness and sorrow were not exiled from 
the home on earth which sheltered Jesus, that 
Sorrow could make her seat even there, and that 
Calamity dared to knock at the door over whose 
threshold Jesus Christ had crossed, we cannot 
expect any of us, even those who are living lives 
nearest to Christ, any immunity from like trials and 
difficulties, but that we must be made conformable 
to Christ's likeness in this particular of suffering, 
feeling that in Him death has no real sting, nor the 
grave any lasting victory. 

An old writer remarks, "I have observed that 
towns which have been casually burnt, have been 
built again more beautiful than before ; mud walls 
afterwards made of stone, and roofs formerly but 
thatched, after advanced to be tiled. The Apostle 
tells me I must not think it strange concerning the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



! 



92 JFti^nl'tf anD iFoefS of ^m &btiiit. I 

fiery trial which is to happen unto me. May I | 

likewise prove improved by it. Let my renewed 
soul, which grows out of the ashes of the old man, 
be a more firm fabric and stronger structure; so 
shall affliction be my advantage." 

In the raising of Jairus* daughter, or the widow's 
son at Nain, when He comforted the parents with 
" She is not dead, but sleepeth," and " Weep not," 
our Lord was not brought into so intimate and close 
a connection with the private details of sorrow, as 
He was when the family circle at Bethany was 
made miserable by the death of Lazarus. 

At first Jesus seems to have little to say to com- 
fort Martha, for the present. He only points out to 
her, and, through her, to all the sons and daughters 
of affliction, a happier, far-off end, the rising again 
of all the dead, or the more spiritual resurrection 
from sin, in Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life ; but when He comes to the grave, the calm 
that had its natural home in the breast of the 
Redeemer is broken up. He grieves in spirit, and 
is troubled. Too heavy in heart Himself, too 
troubled in spirit, as He stands with hearts break- 
ing, and tears falling all around Him, to have any 
words of counsel or comfort for Mary as He had 
for Martha, He can only say, " Where have ye laid 
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him ?" They say to Him, " Come and see," and then 
He can restrain no longer. The pent-up torrent 
breaks loose. He bursts into tears. Jesus wept ! 

What shall we think of these tears ? No effemi- 
nate expression of sentiment, but the natural out- 
pouring of love and sympathy. Let us take our 
stand in thought by the side of the mourners and 
the spectators round the grave of Lazarus, and we 
should say, " Behold how He loved him ! " and we 
should go on, perhaps, in an argumentative strain, 
" Could not this Man, which opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that even this man should not 
have died ? If He loved him so dearly^ and mourns 
him so acutely, if He could have saved him, why 
did He not do it? He weeps now Himself. Had it 
not been better if He had spared these two sisters 
their tears also ? " 

Well, but see in the tears which He sheds what 
a singular sympathy with human sorrow there is 
within His heart — a sympathy deeper and purer 
than we have ever elsewhere seen expressed. To 
weep with others, or for others, is no unusual 
thing, and carries with it no evidence of extra- 
ordinary tenderness of spirit ; it is what, at some 
period or other of our lives, we all have to do. 
But there is a peculiarity in the tears of Jesus 
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which separates them from all others, and gives 
them a new meaning and a new power. For where 
was He ? A few paces from the tomb of Lazarus, 
knowing that in a moment He was about to call 
upon the grave to give up its dead ; that He should 
restore, with the risen Lazarus, light and joy and 
peace again to the little household, their grief was 
to be turned into gladness, the heaviness which had 
endured for the night was to be exchanged for the 
joy which cometh in the morning ; and yet, so sen- 
sitive was He to the simple touch of grief, that He 
cannot see others weeping without weeping along 
with them. And yet He had allowed Lazarus to die. 
He had allowed the sisters to suffer all this woe, 
not that He loved them less, but that He knew for 
Him, for others, for us all, higher ends were in this 
way gained, than could have been accomplished 
by His cutting the illness short, and going from 
Bethabara, beyond Jordan, to cure. 

And what a place in the annals of redemption 
do the death and resurrection of Lazarus occupy ! 
How for all ages does this sympathy assure us that 
now the Son of God feels for us because He was 
Son of Man, and that, " when we mourn the lost, the 
dear, Jesu, Son of Mary, hears," and knows our 
sorrows, and counts and treasures up our tears. 
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And the next lesson we may learn is, that all 
that is done is done in love. All trials and troubles 
are designed to have a sanctifying influence. Not 
in anger, but in mercy, are God's judgements and 
dispensations towards us : 

" Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face." 

If we can but trust God, even before we comprehend 
His dealings, we shall soon he able to comprehend 
the dealings of Him whom we trust. This sympathy 
of Christ with His people is somewhat analogous 
to the sympathy that circulates through the several 
organs of one living frame. Every wound inflicted 
on the members pierces with pain the Head. When 
Saul is madly rushing on his way of cruel perse- 
cution, the Defender and Saviour of His people 
cries to him and arrests him on his way : " Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou" — not these My disciples, 
My saints, but — "Me?" so sympathetic is the relation 
in which the Son of God has been pleased to place 
Himself with humanity. And so, even in Heaven- 
sent, Heaven-appointed sorrow, He is in sympathy 
with us, and He weeps with all that weep, but 
rejoices also, when the sorrow has had its perfect 
work in the heart of man. And sorrow is intended 
to effect a work in the hearts of every one of us. 
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It IS intended to wean our affections from things 
of earth because they are transitory, to fix them 
on things of heaven because they are eternal ; it is 
intended to show us that, if we have only hopes 
and treasures here on earth, we are poor indeed ; 
for when the riches of human affections are taken 
from us, we are bankrupt unless we have a brighter 
hope, and a surer treasure, laid up where rust and 
moth do not corrupt, and thieves do not break 
through and steal. And so joy and sorrow rose and 
fell once, and rise and fall now, in the breast of our 
dear and Divine Master as He foresees a benefit or 
fears a pain to the faith of His people, through 
the circumstances of life ; for it is true that 

•* He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness.'' 

And so we may be sure that if the sight of sorrow 
called forth in the Saviour so unmistakable a 
proof of His tenderness. He would not willingly 
afflict the children of men ; and He would teach 
them, by the example and instances of death, first 
to look back upon what brought sin, and death, 
its wages, into the world, and then look on to the 
time when He, who is " the Resurrection and the 
Life," shall have destroyed the last enemy, death, 
and bringing in an everlasting righteousness, shall 
have abolished sin also. 
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We have been called upon once and again — and 
the call will be repeated to some of us ere we ai*e 
summoned away — to give up some dear object of 
affection. The apple of our eye is touched. The 
blossom whence we fondly expected ripe fruit to . 
grow is blighted before our eyes, and with quivering 
lip, and hands wrung in piteous supplication, we 
say, " If it be possible, let this cup pass from me ! " 
Bethink you, in this your hour of trial, that sym- 
pathy is felt in the heart of your risen Lord, and 
that He is glad for your sakes that your prayer 
will not be heard, to bring back again to a world 
of sin and suffering, the darling child, or the beloved 
companion, but that His prayer — His who liveth 
to make intercession for those who sorrow, as well 
as for those who sin — and your prayer also will be 
heard, that God's will should be done by you on 
earth as it was done by the Son of the Father, and 
that you shall come out as the gold is tried in the 
furnace, purified by the cleansing fire of affliction. 

"How have you been sustained under your 
bereavement?" was asked once of a parent, to 
whom but one was left of the family. "Every 
bereavement has knit me closer to Christ, and 
every loss here has been another cord to bind me 
to the home yonder." Sure I am, and those who 

H 
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have been scholars together with me in the rough 
school of experience will confirm my statement, 
that though " loss is common to the race," yet that 
loss is common does not make our own less bitter — 
rather more — ^but what does make loss less bitter 
is the knowledge that its bitterness is understood, 
and more than understood ; that the sharpness of 
the Cross of grief has been borne by One who was 
able to remove the sorrow, and that He did 
remove it when He saw fit; and that, knowing 
whom we have believed, feeling that He is able 
to comfort us from the experience of this special 
form of sorrow, when He wept at Lazarus* grave, 
we will abide His time for giving us the consolation 
and the strength we require. 

** Tried for a season only, if need be, 
Deeper to long, and clearer look, for Thee." 

A simile, simple but forcible, illustrates our po- 
sition in life. The world is like a sea ; it cannot 
rest. Life in the world is for Christians somewhat 
like a net as it floats in the waters. To keep the 
net down, heavy weights are attached, at short 
intervals, on one side; and, to bear it up, corks 
or buoys are attached, at slight intervals, on 
the other. Thus stand Christians in the tide of 
time, as it sweeps past and through them with 
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varied velocity. On the one side they are kept 
close to the earth by a multitude of weights ; 
on the other they rise attached to some buoyant 
things which have escaped from their grasp, 
and leaped through the water into the upper sky. 
The sorrow of bereavement keeps us down, but 
the hope of comfort, and perfect joy hereafter, in 
a reunion never to be broken — the certainty that 
we shall go to them, though they shall not return 
to us — bids us rise and be of good cheer ; and with 
the teart which Jesus wept is associated the joy 
which Jesus feels, when one or other become more 
united to Him through the fellowship of suffering. 

It is with this present world, as with the place 
near which our Saviour died. In that place there 
was a garden, and in the garden a sepulchre ; and 
as the fresh comers throng the garden, so do they 
enter the grave in due course of time, and as tears 
are wept over the one, so are smiles and rejoicings 
seen for the other; and on to the end must this 
alternation continue, and amid mirth and toil, 
amid strife and festivity, some cry is always going 
up for one dead. But God grant that ever, when we 
pay our natural and not forbidden homage to the 
dead, we may remember that as He once, while 
yet the tears were on His face, bade Lazarus come 
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forth, so will He, and so does He often now, hush 
the wail, and cheer the broken-hearted by some 
fresh assurance of His presence and His love, and 
He wipes away those very tears which He will not 
repress. 

He knows — as we know not fully yet, all of us — 
how to each one of us an hour of human sorrow 
must come. Some of us have passed through the 
waters of affliction and stand on the bank, but we 
know not that we may not be called upon to enter 
again; but this we know, that there is str^gth and 
comfort ever at hand, for "Jesus wept," that He 
might be able to comfort those who weep, and so, 
if needs be, we must perhaps again and again, 
and He will bear us up as He did in the past. 

Only let us have faith ! Soon shall the trial of 
our faith be o'er ; and if we ask, " When shall we 
see Thy face and hear Thy voice } " we know the 
answer is — "As is thy day, so shall thy strength 
be." 
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SERMON IX. 

Psalm li. i, 2. — " Blot out my transgressions. Wash me throttghly 
from mine iniquity, aiui cleanse me from my sin,** 

A WHOLE year passed from the time of David's 
crime to that of his penitence. A year of guilty 
pleasure not worth the having ; a year of sullen 
hardening of the heart against God and all His 
appeals. The thirty-second Psalm gives us a de- 
scription of the wretched state of an outwardly 
prosperous, of an inwardly wretched man. 

" Day and night," David says, " Thy hand was 
heavy upon me.'* Then came Nathan, with his 
parable of the man and the one ewe lamb ; of the 
solemn threatening that the sword should never 
depart from his house. Then came the sickness of 
the child ; the suspense for a week, whether God 
would be gracious ; the perfect submission, the calm 
resignation, when the blow fell. 

Then, after all these events — after the sin, the 
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threatening, the penitence, the pardon, the punish- 
ment — ^then David comes to God, and breathes out 
the sublime penitential psalm of prayer, in which a 
broken and contrite heart cries for pardon, groans 
for deliverance ; words and sentiments which have 
been hallowed by the thought of the thousands 
who, since David's day, have found them the best 
expression of the most solemn and sacred emotions. 

In the passage I have read to you, there are 
three distinct prayers, each with its peculiar and 
appropriate lesson ; for David regarded his sin, not 
in a general acknowledgment of human infirmitiy 
and failing, but in reference to distinct and par- 
ticular acts of wrong-doing. 

Looking, then, at these three petitions, they teach 
us (i) What David thought of his sin ; (2) How he 
thinks of forgiveness ; and (3) Whence the Psalmist 
draws his confidence for such a prayer. 

You will observe the reiteration of the same 
earnest cry in all these clauses, and if you glance 
over the remainder of this Psalm, you will find that 
he asks for the gifts of God's Spirit, with a similar 
threefold repetition. Now, this characteristic of the 
whole Psalm is worth notice in the outset. It is 
not a mere piece of Hebrew parallelism ; the re- 
quirements of poetical form but partially explain it. 
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It is much more the earnestness of a soul that can- 
not be content with once asking for the blessings 
and then passing on, but dwells upon them with 
repeated supplication, not because it thinks that it 
shall be heard for its much speaking, but because it 
longs for them so earnestly. 

Notice, again, that he speaks of his evil as trans- 
gressions and as sin, first using the plural and then 
the singular. He regards it first as being broken 
up into a multitude of isolated acts, and then as 
being all gathered together into one knot, as it 
were, so that it is one thing. In one aspect it is 
** my transgressions ;" " that wrong that I did about 
Uriah, that wrong that I did about Bathsheba, those 
other crimes that these dragged after them." One 
by one the acts of wrong-doing pass before him. 
But he does not stop there. They are not merely 
a number of deeds, but they have, deep down 
below, a common root from which they all came, a 
centre in which they all inhere ; and so he says not 
only " Blot out my transgressions," but " Wash me 
from mine iniquity." He does not merely general- 
ize, but he sees and he feels what you and I have 
to feel, if we judge rightly of our evil actions ; that 
we cannot take them only in their plurality as so 
many separate deeds, but that we must recognize 
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them as coming from a common source, and we must 
lament before God not only for our sins, but for our 
sin; not only the outward acts of transgression, but 
that alienation of heart from which they all come ; 
not only sin in its manifold manifestations as it 
comes out in the life, but in its inward roots as it 
coils round our hearts. You are not to confess acts 
alone, but let your contrition embrace the principle 
from which they came. 

Further, in all the petitions we see that the idea 
of his own single responsibility for the whole thing 
is uppermost in David's mind. It is "my transgres- 
sions," it is "mine iniquity," and ^^my sin." He has 
not learned to say with Adam of old, and with some 
so-called wise thinkers of to-day, " I was tempted, 
and I could not help it." He does not talk about 
" circumstances," and say that they share the blame 
with him ; he takes it all to himself. " It was / did 
it. True, I was tempted, but it was my soul that 
made the occasion a temptation. True, the cir- 
cumstances led me astray, but they would not have 
led me astray if I had been right, and where, as 
well as what, I ought to be." It is a solemn 
moment when that thought first rises in its reveal- 
ing power to throw light into the dark places of 
our souls ; but it is likewise a blessed moment, and 
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without it we are scarcely aware of ourselves. 
Conscience quickens consciousness. The sense of 
transgression is the first thing that gives to many 
a man the full sense of his own individuality. 
There is nothing that makes us feel how awful and 
incommunicable is that mysterious personality by 
which every one of us lives alone after all com- 
panionship, so much as the contemplation of our 
relations to God's law. " Every man shall bear his 
own burden." " Circumstances," yes ; " bodily or- 
ganization," yes ; "temperament," yes; "the maxims 
of society," " the conventionalities of the time," yes. 
All these things have something to do with shaping 
our single deeds, and with influencing our character ; 
but after we have made all allowances for these in- 
fluences which affect us, let us ask the philosophers 
who bring them forward as diminishing, or perhaps 
annihilating responsibility, "And what about that 
me which these things influence ? " After all, let 
me remember that the deed is mine, and that 
every one of us shall, as St. Paul puts it, give 
account of " the deeds done in the body." 

Passing from this, let me point for one moment 
to another set of ideas which is involved in these 
petitions. The three words which the Psalmist 
employs for sin give prominence to different 
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aspects of it Transgression is not the same as 
iniquity, and iniquity is not the same as sin. They 
are not aimless, useless synonyms, but they have 
each a separate thought in them. The word ren- 
dered "transgression" literally means rebellion, 
a breaking away from and setting oneself against 
lawful authority; that translated "iniquity" liter- 
ally means that which is twisted, or bent. The 
word in the original for "sin" literally means miss- 
ing a mark, an aim. And this threefold view of 
sin is no discovery of David's, but is the lesson 
which the Old Testament system had laboured to 
print deep on the national consciousness. That 
lesson the penitent king has learnt. To all men's 
wrong-doings these descriptions apply, but most of 
all to his. Sin is ever, and sin especially is, re- 
bellion, the deflection of life from the straight line 
which God's law draws so clearly and firmly, and 
hence losing its aim. Sin misses its own aim of 
happiness. A man never gets what he hoped for 
by doing wrong, or, if he seems to do so, he gets 
something more that spoils it all. 

(2) These petitions also show us, in the second 
place, how he thinks of forgiveness. 

As the words for sin expressed a threefold view 
of the burden from which the Psalmist seeks de- 
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liverance, so the triple prayer, in like manner, sets 
forth that blessing under three aspects. It is not 
merely pardon for which he asks ; he is making no 
sharp dogmatic distinction between forgiveness and 
cleansing. 

The two things run into each other in his prayer„ 
as they do, thank God, in our own experience, the 
one being inseparable, in fact, from the other. It 
is absolute deliverance from the power of sin, in all 
forms of that power, whether as guilt or as habit, 
for which he cries so piteously ; and his accumu- 
lative petitions are so exhaustive, not because he is 
coldly examining his sin, but because he is intensely 
feeling the manifold burden of his great evil. 

The first petition conceives of God's dealing 
with sin as being the erasure of a writing, perhaps 
of an indictment. 

Our sin stands written against us by our own 
hands. We have to spread the writing before God,, 
and ask Him to remove the stained characters from 
its surface. Ah ! some people tell us that the past 
is irrevocable, that what we have written we have 
written. Thank God, we know better than that. 
We know who blots out the handwriting that is 
against us, nailing it to His cross. 

We know that, of God's great mercy, our future 
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may " copy fair our past," and the past may be all 
removed. Cry only to Him, "Blot out my trans- 
gressions," and He will bless you with the answer 
of old, " I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins." 

Then there is another idea in the second of these 
prayers for forgiveness. " Wash me throughly from 
mine iniquity." This phrase does not need any 
explanation, except that the word expresses the 
old way of cleansing garments by treading and 
beating. David's robe, or habit, or character, 
was stained and foul ; He cries to God to make it 
a robe of righteousness, and a garment of purity. 
A solemn prayer, if we pray it aright, which will 
* be answered by many a sharp application of God's 
spirit, by much painful work, by many a sorrow, by 
many a tear. We know who has said, " I counsel 
thee to buy of Me white raiment, that the shame of 
thy nakedness may not appear;" and we know well 
who formed the great company before the throne of 
God, that had washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. And in the third 
supplication, "Cleanse me from my sin," we have the 
technical word for the priestly act of declaring cere- 
monial cleanness ; and we know who, in the days 
of His flesh, put out His hand in triumphant con- 
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sciousness of power, and said, " I will ; be thou 
clean." We pass on now to consider whence the 
Psalmist drew his confidence for such a prayer : 
"According to. the multitude of Thy tender mercies, 
blot out my transgressions." His whole hope rests 
upon God's own character, as revealed in the end- 
less continuance of His acts of love. 

Thus we see that the revelation of God's love 
precedes, and is the cause of, the truest penitence ; 
that our prayer for forgiveness is properly the 
appropriation, or the effort to appropriate, the 
Divine promise of forgiveness ; and that the assur- 
ance of pardon, so far from making a man think 
h'ghtly of his sin, is the thing that drives it home to 
his conscience, and first of all teaches him what it 
really is. As long as you are tortured with thoughts 
of a possible hell because of guilt, as long as you 
are troubled by the contemplation of consequences 
affecting your happiness as ensuing upon your 
wrong-doing, so long there is a foreign and disturb- 
ing element, in even your deepest and truest peni- 
tence. 

But when you know that God has forgiven, when 
you come to see "the multitude of Thy tender 
mercies," when the fear of punishment has passed 
out of your apprehensions, then you are left with a 
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lieart at leisure from dread, to look the fact and 
■not the consequences in the face, and to think of 
the moral nature, and not of the personal results of 
your sin. But love comes, and "love is lord of 
all." God's assurance, " I have forgiven," the assur- 
ance that we do not need to plead with Him, to 
bribe Him, to buy pardon by tears and amend- 
ment, but that it is already provided for us ; the 
blessed vision of an almighty love treasured in a 
dying Saviour ; the proclamation " God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them," — oh, these are 
the powers that break, or rather that melt, our 
hearts ; these are the keen weapons that wound to 
heal our hearts ; these are the teachers that teach a 
'" godly sorrow that needeth not to be repented of." 
Think of all the patient, pitying mercy of our 
Father with which He has lingered about our lives, 
and softly knocked at the door of our hearts ! 
Think of that unspeakable gift in which are wrapped 
up all His tender mercies, the gift of Christ who 
died for us all ! Let it smite upon your heart with 
a rebuke mightier than all the thunders of law or 
terrors of judgment. Let it unveil for you not only 
the depths of the love of God, but the darkness of 
your own selfish rebellion from Him. Measure your 
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crooked lives by the perfect Tightness of Christ's. 
Learn how you have missed the aim which He 
reached who could say, " I delight to do Thy will, 
O my God." And let that same infinite love that 
convinces men of sin, announce frank forgiveness, 
and promise perfect purity. 

Then, with hearts fixed upon Christ's Cross, let 
your cry for pardon be the echo of the most sure 
promise of pardon which sounds from His dying 
lips ; and as you gaze on Him who died that we 
might be freed from all iniquity, ask Him to blot 
out your transgressions, to wash you throughly 
from your iniquity, and to cleanse you from your 
sins. Ask, for you cannot ask in vain; ask ear- 
nestly, for you need it sorely ; ask confidently, for 
He has promised before you ask; but ask, for 
unless you do, you will not receive. Ask, and the 
answer is already returned : " The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all;5in." 
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SERMON X. 

Hebrews v. 7. — " In tlu days of His flesh J"^ 
St. John vi. 15. — ^^ He departed again into a mountain Him- 
self alone *^ 

Isolation and solitude should be carefully dis- 
tinguished. 

A man may isolate himself from his friends, 
society, and all companionship, selfishly, through 
sloth and self-pleasing; disliking the worry and 
vexation which he witnesses in the world around 
him, and better pleased to live a life of retirement, 
where nought, as he thinks, shall break in upon his 
rest. 

He is not one of those "whom the clear spirit 
doth raise, to scorn delights and live laborious 
days," * but rather of that feeble and effeminate 
class which asks that its life may be free from 
anxiety, that it may not suffer mentally from 
either consideration of the past, anticipation of the 

♦ Lycidas. 
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future, or contemplation of the present. Yet in 
this isolation they are by no means happy ; their 
character is not changed. They take with them the 
same restless, self-irritating spirit, which looks back^ 
ward and forward all the while that it affects or 
desires immunity from all thought, and affirms that 
it is to be found in this separation from our fellow- 
creatures. Such can never rise to the dignity of 
the ** Perfect Man ; " such follow not in the steps of 
the great Example, who, while He never isolated 
Himself from fear or indifference, has taught us, by 
word and deed, that it is good for us all to seek in 
solitude, accompanied by prayer, the physical re- 
laxation and the spiritual refreshment so necessary 
for the growth in grace, so beneficial towards the 
deepening of the spiritual life. 

In the midst of this busy and attractive scene, — 
for I suppose we all own to a certain kind of fasci- 
nation which the world has for us ; that part of it 
known to the rich as society, to the poorer brethren 
in other and less refined objects, — in the midst^ 
I say, of all the bustle, the restlessness of life, 
Christ calls us, above the tumult, to come with Him, 
apart, alone ; to be at peace, to commune with our 
own hearts, to meditate and be still. How few 
practise it ! How few know, in the midst of life in 

I 
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London, what it is to withdraw for a while, to 
weigh soberly and wisely the vastness of their 
human responsibility, the tremendous issues of life, 
the wonderful mystery of their being, the glorious 
condition attached to a blessed immortality! 
Churches are opened more frequently at special 
seasons, and services are multiplied and addresses 
are given, and exhortations and words of counsel 
and comfort offered. And still they, the majority, 
go their way, to their pleasures or their business, 
their joys or their anxieties, from morning till 
night, day by day, day after day, and on, on to the 
end ; until perchance the night of sickness, or of 
death itself comes, in which no man can work, and 
then an enforced solitude makes men miserable, 
and the strangeness of being alone with God — ay, 
worse than alone, without God — fills them with 
fear and amazement. 

Observe, that in the passage from which the text 
is taken, it was after an event something of the 
character of temptation — we might call it of induce- 
ment to assume a prominent part in the world — 
that Jesus, in the days of His flesh, went alone into 
a mountain. 

They, the people, roused to enthusiasm by the 
sight of the miracle, would come and take Him by 
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force, and make Him a king ; and Jesus withdrew 
Himself. 

Are there not at times, in every life, these 
occasions, when things temporal and objective over- 
shadow so as to almost obscure the light of things 
spiritual and eternal ? And, if so, is it not prudent 
to go away, and calmly think over what is best to 
be done, and seek for guidance from^ above in 
prayer ? To be "taken aside from the multitude." 

Those who have so accustomed themselves, can 
tell you, by their experience, that many doubts 
and difficulties have been cleared away, and many 
anxieties removed, and every care lightened, at any 
rate, by such a proceeding. Our Lord lived a busy 
life among His countrymen after the flesh. He 
was no ascetic, not willing to associate with men in 
their toil, or their relaxation. The " form of a 
servant " was characteristically assumed by Him, 
and we are distinctly told that He followed the 
occupation of His reputed father. 

Assistance in His work, from artisans connected 
in similar or corresponding trades, would bring 
Him into frequent intercourse with them, their 
wants and wishes ; so that we must feel, which is, I 
think, a thought full of suggestive comfort to us, 
that He knew so thoroughtly well what was in 
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man — what man required, where his temptations 
were, and the occasions of falling. 

Every one will recall Holman Hunt's wonderful 
picture, which represents Christ gaining His bread 
by the sweat of His face, just as He may have been 
seen by His brethren in the workshop of Nazareth,: 
at the end of a long day, during which the servant 
earnestly ^desireth the shadow. I mention this 
parenthetically, to strengthen the plea I would 
make on behalf of the habit of seeking for solitude 
being a lesson taught us by Christ, and as being- 
the advice of One not removed far above us, in so 
excellent and superior a character and nature, as to 
be unable to understand or sympathize with us. 
Let us see if we can enter at all into His Spirits 
Above those special times of seclusion He sought 
for close communion with His Father. The Saviour 
had much enforced solitude. 

He had not where to lay His head ; He was. 
homeless. 

** Birds have their quiet nest, 
Foxes their holes, and man his peaceful bed : 

All creatures have their rest ; 
But Jesus had not where to lay His head." ♦ 



♦ Monsell. 
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He did not separate Himself in any hermit-like 
retirement from family life; but, with the excep- 
tion of the home at Bethany, He was homeless. 
Yet He went about doing good, and discharging 
faithfully, fully, and perseveringly that law of 
functional service, as it has been called, which re- 
gards every one as holding in the Divine order an 
appointed place, which is in the most . emphatic 
sense his own, and in which duties have been 
assigned him. And, in the faithful discharge of 
these duties, we may be sure that there was an 
exhaustion of the physical frame, which must also 
have affected the spirits of our Lord in His human 
nature. The fact that He felt all these weaknesses 
make Him so thoroughly and entirely one with 
us, and make every act of His worthy of our 
imitation. 

But when we proceed further to consider Christ 
in the spiritual aspect of this solitude, deep and 
earnest thoughts arise within us as to the cause 
and the effect of this solemn, silent communion 
which He held with the Father. 

" He departed again into a mountain Himself 
alone.'' There are few things which the ordinary 
religious life of this day needs more than patient, 
quiet meditation. The religious life of many, God 
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be praised and thanked for it, is full of zeal and 
activity; works of benevolence and Christian 
self-sacrifice abound. But sometimes we see how 
Nature avenges herself for the excessive demand 
made upon her, and useful lives, overworked, sink 
into the grave, or into an imposed idleness, which, 
with prudent care, might have worked less hurriedly 
and more effectively. It is a question worth asking 
whether good men commune with Christ as much 
as they work for Him ? 

Both are necessary, both are useful. The stream 
flows broad, but what of the hidden streams which 
feed it.? 

I venture to believe that one of the most needful 
and merciful of Christ's words to His people is the 
injunction, " Come ye yourselves apart into a lonely 
place, and rest a while." A Christian man's thoughts 
should be occupied with his Saviour. Can he 
find such meditation, unless he withdraw froni 
the world, to be alone with Him ? 

The measure of Christianity, its height, its 
length, its depth, its breadth, is the occupation of 
the heart and mind with the truth as it is in Jesus ; 
for, unless we occupy our thoughts with God's 
Gospel, there is no union between us and it. The 
only way by which the fulness of Christ's Gospel 
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can come to me is by my thoughts ; and by means 
of them my whole spiritual nature is occupied with 
the truth which reveals Christ, and with the Christ 
that truth reveals. 

And then, when once a man is resolved to keep 
Christ before his mind, he makes a sensible and 
a vigorous effort to turn away from the whole 
maze of distracting thoughts that lie around him. 
Why should Christian people, why should any one, 
expect to be able to gaze upon or realize Him 
whom they have not seen, without practising that 
concentration of the mind which is found to be 
indispensable to success in lower occupations ? For 
no man makes, or expects to make, any progress 
in any branch of human thought or science without 
this first condition, viz. setting himself down wholly 
to the subject in hand, and rigidly restraining all 
wandering thoughts, and resisting the temptations 
to distraction. 

And. do you think that the Divine glories of 
Christ are to flow into a man's soul on condition 
of less attention ? Is it because there is so little 
of an important kind in the story of such a life and 
such a death ? " Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by ? " To some men the natural world con- 
tains nothing interesting or instructive, while to 
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others every common object bears the freshness of 
a dream, and seems clothed in celestial light. 

Another thought arises from consideration of the 
subject, which is, that in many a heart — we say not, 
of course, in all — there is a solitude, a world which 
the vulture's eye hath not seen, nor foot of man trod 
— a solitude which God alone invades. This solitude 
in a man's heart may belong to the present, or to 
the past, or to the future. A long history may be 
connected with the past, over which the sanctify- 
ing hand of time has laid its benediction; or it 
may be a daily struggle, toil, a wrestling, a hoping 
against hope, which makes the solitude of the 
present; or, yet more, it may be that the dream 
and expectation of a wish never to be fulfilled, 
makes the future a trackless, pathless labyrinth of 
desert. 

And when all these things have to be endured, 
and the man must wear a smiling face while this 
tragedy or romance is being acted within him, then 
indeed is the heart of man a dreary solitude, and 
such persons live, and breathe, and die, and make 
no sign,* and the wounds, which never are to be 
healed, which such suffer from, God only knows, 

~* " He dies and makes no sign." 

A^'w^ I/enfy K/., Pt. II. Act iil Sc 3. 
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and He only could cure. There is a morbid soli- 
tude, which some overstrained, sensitive natures 
indulge in, which must be guarded against, where 
we cherish memories of the past too long ; nay, 
never too long, but too selfishly, so as to hinder 
our work and usefulness. 

Our Blessed Lord saw, as none of us can see, the 
end approaching, but He set His face steadfastly 
towards that end. When He did the ordinary 
work of a Teacher, living the common life of His 
compahions, He was leading an intensely solitary 
life. He knew what awaited Him, and it was not 
the cross of Calvary He dreaded, so much as the 
obstinate refusal of the multitudes He had come 
to save, who should reject, and despise, His free 
and full offer of salvation. How little did the 
disciples understand all He had to say to them ; 
for words of profoundest sorrow and of wonderful 
joy broke occasionally from His lips, and they 
could not fathom the depth of the sorrow, nor rise 
to the height of His joy. 

How often does this occur also in our everyday 
life ! "Misunderstood" may be written as an epitaph 
over many a life. I know we cannot rid us, if we 
would, of this solitary life ; but we may make it 
Christ-like, and fill it with infinity hopes and holy 
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meditations — the love of man, the desire and aim 
of doing good. 

And if we can but lay bare our hearts in any 
and every solitude before God, as we do before a 
trusted companion whom we love and honour,, 
then shall we feel that after all we cannot be 
lonely. "In temptation," writes one,* "do not strain, 
to find Him far away by prayer. Ask His help- 
within you, for He is there. Hallow thought and 
feeling known to none, by confessing His presence 
and asking His smile. Do not be afraid of Him : 
lay everything before His love and justice. His 
love will deny you nothing that is good for you ; 
His justice will give you what is right." 

In temptation, solitude will bring out in clear 
and defined shape the strength of our particular 
trial, and the weakness of our own character. In 
joy, solitude will show us our own unworthiness of 
so great bliss, and warn us of its fleeting character. 
Oh, let us take God within us, ever ; when we go of 
our own accord, or are obliged to go, into seclusion 
of thought ; and in our loneliness we shall feel the 
touch of His hand, and the whisper of His voice. 

And what shall I say of sorrow — such sorrow as 
goes hand in hand with death, and lias left us the. 

♦ G. Brooke. 
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centre of an empty world ? The tenderest touch is 
too rude then, the loudest voice too commonplace. 
We need quiet, and in such a solitude God sends 
strange comfort to His child. So there is a spiritual 
comfort to be found in solitude, when it is sought 
spiritually, when we seek in it to find out our own 
character, and desire the knowledge of our Saviour. 
Then, whether we be compelled to go into the 
world, or are constrained to abide alone, in the one 
case we " carry music in our heart, through dusty 
lane and wrangling mart," and in the other we 
have a companionship unseen, but felt. Wait on 
God — "I waited for the Lord" — learn to wait 
patiently, and He will call you out again from the 
retirement to work when you are fit for it. Last 
thought of all. Perhaps old age may enforce solitude 
on you ; work has become impossible, the friends of 
our youth are gone, your best and truest companion 
has been taken. You are driven to solitude by 
force of circumstances, because there is no one left 
of all you once loved, and who loved you. Seek, 
then, while there is time, and seek ye, my younger 
friends, because there is time, so to store up your 
memories with deeds and words of love and charity, 
of self-denial, that the honey laid up in the cells of 
your hearts in youth, may feed your hungry souls 
in old age. 
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Good deeds done, kind words spoken, a sinner 
reproved and brought back, a prodigal restored, 
a Magdalene reclaimed, — ah! when the hours of 
our day are numbered, and the evening comes on, 
there will be no solitude for us if we may, in all 
humility, recall some such memories. They will sit 
with us in the loneliness of age, and take our hand 
in the fading light, like " the touch of a vanished 
hand, and the sound of a voice that is still." And 
when our spirits, silent and lonely, are about to 
learn the great secret, though round our dying bed 
there be few left to comfort us, if our life has been 
often a life of solitude and silent communion with 
our Father, then will He come in all His gracious 
love, and we shall feel the strength of the lonely, as 
we look from one face to another, and miss many 
whose presence would have cheered the valley of 
the shadow of death. Still, still our heart, stead- 
fast, unmovable, will be able to say, " Joseph is not, 
and Simeon is not," in the pathetic strain of the 
patriarch ; still, " though earth's vain shadows flee, 
heaven's morning breaks;" and we can say with 
Him who in the days of His flesh experienced 
solitude, "Yet I am not alone, for the Father is 
with me." 
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SERMON XI. 

Hebrews v. 7,—'*Jn the days of His flesh."* 
St. Luke xix. lo. — " The Son of Man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost. " 

The errand on which the Son of Man came to this 
world is here declared. " To seek and to save that 
which was lost," is to seek and to save sinners ; and 
in order to do so effectually, He, the Son of Man, 
must needs mix with sinners: how else shall He 
know their wants, how best relieve their necessities ? 
It was brought as an accusation- and imputation 
against Christ that He sat down at meat with 
publicans; and His position and authority were 
called in question, when on that occasion recorded 
by St Luke in the seventh chapter — a passage un- 
surpassed for pathos, and sublime description of the 
attitude taken by Christ — ^it was said, " This man, if 
He were a Prophet, would have known who and 
what manner of woman this is that toucheth Him : 
for she is a sinner." And then He taught Simon a 
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lesson, in the withering reproof and expostulation 
He made to him : " Simon, I have somewhat to say 
unto thee;" and which we, self-righteous, undiscrimi- 
nating, harsh censors as we too often are, would do 
well to take home and profit by. How true the 
aged Simeon's words have proved, when he told 
Mary, with the infant Jesus in his arms, that by 
that Child " the thoughts of many hearts should be 
revealed ! " 

The mission of Christ to the world could not be 
more faithfully defined ; and, since then, the prin- 
ciple of that mission has worked, in showing man's 
sinfulness to himself, and showing how the love of 
God triumphs over sin. 

The spirit of all religious penitence, the solemn 
confession of unfaithfulness, the prayer for mercy, 
what are they all, but the growth of nature, 
taught and disciplined in the school of Christ? 
The pure image of His mind, the delicate handling 
of exceptional cases by Him, has taught men more 
of their own hearts than all the ancient maxims 
about self-knowledge. Sadness, it is true, has arisen 
at the existence of so much evil ; but hope and 
encouragement for whatever good there is in the 
human heart, little as it may be, has also been fos- 
tered. Well is it said, " The radiance of so great 
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a sanctity has deepened the shades of conscious 
sin." In the light of Christ's love and pity, the 
horror of bloodshed appears more ghastly ; in the 
light of Christ's purity, the shame of the volup- 
tuary's sin appears more gross ; nay, the child, as it 
is taught of the meekness and obedience of Christ, 
feels how little there is in itself of that spirit of 
gentleness it longs to attain to. And so on, from 
age to age, did the power of the Son of God, by 
His Holy Spirit, work in men's hearts, that they 
could find no peace except by confession of their 
unworthiness and helplessness to God ; and they 
reared chapel, church, and cathedral as witnesses 
of man's desire to approach God by prayer, praise, 
and offering, and of man's longing to interrupt the 
pursuit of vanity without by the peace of prayer 
within. 

Everywhere the Christian mind, bending beneath 
the oppression of guilt, proclaims its need of mercy ; 
and since Jesus, in the days of His flesh, showed 
what sin is, and how He treated it, the self-con- 
victed man and woman, impeaching and accusing 
a fellow-sinner, has been content to leave the 
accused with the merciful Judge, when they have 
heard the terms decided on which alone He will 
hear their pleading — "He that is without sin 
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among you, let him first cast a stone at her ; " or 
have fallen with clasped hands at His feet, as Peter 
did of old, and exclaimed, " Depart from me ; for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord." And religious teach- 
ing would fain perpetuate the influence of Christ's 
personal ministry, and give prominence to the fea- 
ture of His life in the days of His flesh, namely^ 
His treatment of guilt. Could we but realize 
more than we do His presence with us, could we 
see Him vexed and saddened by our evil passions, 
could we feel His eye of gentleness and purity on 
our homes, on our daily lives, should we not have 
deeper and juster impressions of the temptations 
which beset us, and of the overshadowing protection 
which surrounds us } And with these impressions, 
as our estimate of our own weakness is increased, 
so shall we treat the faults of others with tenderer 
consideration, remembering our own imperfections. 
Let us look at Christ's attitude towards sin and 
sinners. Christ lived amid dark passions and evil 
days. Profligates and outcasts were near Him. Nay, 
more ; the ignorant and ambitious and treacherous 
were among His disciples. Many and many a time 
had He to guard against the subtle designs to en- 
trap and entangle Him in His speech ; to withdraw 
Himself from the violence as well as the enthusiasm 
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of the people ; and even when teaching, or healing 
the multitudes, the guilty passions of His country- 
men were at work to counteract the good He was 
doing, and to plot and plan against His life. But 
yet, neither the hidden designs of His enemies, nor 
the open sight of sin and its misery, could em- 
barrass the flow of His dignified utterance, or affect 
His spirit with a moment's resentment. He had 
come " to seek and to save that which was lost ; *' 
and it is a wonderful subject in Christ's character 
to notice how little there was of personal feel- 
ing in all He endured — ^personal, I mean, so far as 
resentment against cruel treatment was concerned. 
Even in the Garden of Gethsemane the conflict 
was not with His enemies ; the g^eat pleading and 
controversy was with the Father, There was no 
violence, no anger, even when they came out " with 
swords and staves for to take Him." They recoiled 
as He advanced, and they wondered that He could 
stand, speak as never man spake before, and yet 
show no signs of fear or of anger against their 
rough insults and attacks. 

But, on the other hand, we must remember that 
neither did Christ sanction the morbid and senti- 
mental fatalism which forbids us ever to be angry 
with the wicked, talks weakly of our common 

K 
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frailty, draws a false and immoral conclusion of 
comfort from God's way of bringing good out of 
evil, and comprehends all possible cases of duty 
to wrong-doers under one head, "Pity and forgive." 
In nothing do we notice more the depth of Christ's 
moral perception and just judgment, than in His 
different treatment of sins and vices, in their 
several forms and stages. To " Scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites," there are no terms of forgiveness. 
He speaks to them in language of uncompromising 
denunciation. Here exposure, not compassion, is 
the proper impulse and duty of a noble mind ; it 
was best for the deceivers themselves, that this 
expression of moral indignation should make the 
most forcible appeal. But turn we to the incident 
already alluded to. When Jesus reclined at the 
table of the Pharisee, and shocked him by allowing 
a woman who was a sinner, and known to them as 
such, to find admission on the plea of discipleship, 
and all the affection of her penitence had found 
true expression. He gave no rebuke. He uttered no 
reproof, but spoke only words of kind and con- 
siderate caution. The convictions, which rebuke 
serves to awaken, were already there. She needed 
not that her sins should be exposed to her. She 
felt them, their weight and guilt, deep within her 
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heart What all the scorn of a self-righteous world 
had failed to do, love had effected. To reproach 
her now, would be to crush her. Christ's motto 
was, if we may so speak of Him, " Parcere subjectis" 
as well as "Debellare superbos," — "To spare the 
humbled, and to crush the proud." And lowly- 
lying at His feet, she waited only for His word of 
assuring pardon. 

Jesus knew that one who had been stricken by 
a love so pure and penitential, needed only to have 
that love fostered and taught how to act. 

He did not palliate her offence, or condone it 
with the plausible argument so many use as to 
human infirmity and frailty ; what He said did not 
diminish her guiltiness, but it displayed the power 
of forgiving love : " Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven her ; for she loved much." And take that 
other instance, when the adulteress stood alone, 
and confounded before Christ How little did she 
know of her own abject mind, how much less of 
the majestic Being before her, whose steady eye, 
as it looked upon her, she could not, dared not 
meet ; yet He knew all the moral disorder of her 
nature, though He knew no defilement And as 
He looked, He pitied. " Like the pure and silent 
stars, that look down by night on the foulness and 
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din of cities, His heavenly gaze looked down 
direct into the turbid hiding-places of sin. He 
saw it — ^that life — simply as it will see itself in 
retrospect ; not, perhaps, any retrospect in this life, 
but such as may be inevitable when the exchange 
of worlds take place, when the urgency of business,, 
the attractions of pleasure, the ambition of our 
profession, shall have ceased and left alone with 
our characters and with God. When there comes — 
one order of employment being ended, and the 
other not yet commenced — there comes the ap- 
pointed pause for thought and judgment, and, 
having said our last farewell, we pass away on 
that journey on which we bear with us only the 
memory of the past to knock at the awful door of 
the future." * 

But as He gazed and read that woman's heart, 
knowing all she had been, and without as yet any 
sign outwardly of penitence, only humility. His 
treatment of her was strikingly neutral. 

To a mind heated with so dreadful a public 
shame and exposure, reproach would have been 
cruelty, but to give consolation would be danger^ 
He turns away the savage penalty of the law, deals 
with the sanctimonious but unholy informers, and 
♦ Martineau. 
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gives her a chance she had never had before to 
know she was not condemned, but must seek by 
a new life to show she had a new heart. 

" Woman, where are those thine accusers ? hath 
no man condemned thee? She said. No man. 
Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 
<:ondemn thee : go, and sin no more." 

In another instance, where the sin was not of so 
flagrant and so direct a nature, Christ's kindness 
was impugned, and His motives misrepresented. 

"This man eateth with publicans and sinners," 
was the accusation brought against Him when He 
followed Zacchaeus into his house, A kind word, 
a gentle look, had triumphed over a heart generally 
credited with selfishness and extortion. The 
publicans were looked upon with suspicion and 
aversion by those who were obliged to be brought 
into dealings with them. Being disliked, they in 
turn disliked others. And we may well imagine 
with what amazement Zacchaeus would have heard 
Christ's call on that day ; a day never to be for- 
gotten ; a day which would stand out above all 
others in the mind of Zacchaeus while he lived ; a 
day in which salvation had come to his house. 

And our Lord, in answer to the severity of the 
remark that He had gone to a man who was a 
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sinner, does not say He had come to be the guest 
of a man, whether he be sinner or saint, it was 
immaterial which? He gently rebukes them, by 
saying He had come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. Nay, were there any who could 
lay claim to be proper guests, or hosts, for Him, 
by reason of their immunity from sin ? The Jews 
put the case in a very severe fashion. Christ puts 
it in not less forcible, but in less censorious lan- 
guage. They never considered what this man's 
particular temptations might be ; they knew nothing 
of his repentances ; they never thought of the poor, 
wearied, aching heart, ever seeking rest, and finding 
none, until it reposed for ever safe, with all its 
failings and faults, on the bosom of its Saviour. 
One kind word, one gentle look, one call of inviting 
mercy, had broken down all barriers, calmed all 
fears, silenced all doubts. 

And the term " lost " is one of peculiar fitness,, 
as it is also of gentlest admonition. All error from 
the right path, the slightest or the heaviest; all 
distance from our Heavenly Father's home; all 
destitution and danger, all impossibility of return,, 
and imminence of final ruin ; — all these are con- 
veyed in that one word, " lost." Trace that word's 
meaning out, and apply its meaning when traced 
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to yourself, and you will see that it implies as none 
other can, all that we are and all that we need — a 
Saviour, His sacrifice, His spirit. His intercession. 

We are lost, if we have wandered ever so little 
from the right path; lost, if we are distant ever 
so short a space from our Father^s home ; lost like 
a great ship whose helm is gone, lost as a sheep 
who is wandering away from the fold. We have 
lost our birthright, our Father, our home, our way, 
our time, our souls. All was lost until He came to 
recall and lead us back. And this He does for all 
sinners, be they great or little ; be they steeped in 
years of wilful refusal, or only just tinged in the 
youthful days of thoughtless disobedience. Oh ! is 
there not much comfort in the thought that the ex- 
pression " that which was lost " takes us all in, and 
the gentleness of the expression, like His way of 
dealing with sin in all its aspects, while it excludes 
or condones no act of sin, does not stigmatize the 
worst with any brand of peculiar severity ? *' Lost ** 
is the only word, and "He came to seek and to 
save it " is inscribed on fallen human nature. 

And the practical conclusion to which this view 
of Christ's attitude towards sin should bring us, 
that if He would not dwell with minute or severe 
criticism and blame on any one sin, to the extenu- 
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ation of another, but that He viewed all in the 
comprehensive statement, "lost," and still for all 
" lost," none other hope, help, or remedy could be 
found but Himself, the sacrifice of His life, the 
glory of His resurrection — ^who are we, the best 
among us, who dare to stand outside the invitation 
and refuse it ; who are we, to lessen and detract 
the power of love triumphing over sin ? 

" Love found me in the wilderness, at cost 
Of painful quests, when I myself had lost. 
Love on its shoulders joyfully did lay 
Me, weary with the greatness of my way. 
Love lit the lamp, and swept the house all round. 
Till the lost money in the end was found. 
'Twas Love, whose quick and ever- watchful eye, 
The wanderer's first step homeward did espy ; 
From its own wardrobe. Love gave the word to bring 
WTiat things I needed — shoes, and robe, and ring." 

Surely the estimate that Christ has made of sin 
is sufficiently seen in the life given to redeem us 
from its guilt and power, and none but fools can 
make a mock of sin. Look at the sad ravages 
made by sin in this world, and say then if they, 
terrible and sad as they are to your eyes, could be 
less so to Him who is ** of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity." And yet, so tender is His love for the 
sinner, that if He sends a special punishment for a 
special sin, as tie did to David, so does He send a 
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special message to the penitent. "Tell My dis- 
ciples, and Peter," To us all, does this treatment 
of sin by our Lord speak. Christ's hatred of sin is 
intended to teach us to fight against sin. Christ's 
love of the sinner should make us feel that no fall 
of ours can make Him forget us ; and that, as in 
the days of His flesh His love triumphed over sin, 
and gave the sinner hope, so now, at God's right 
hand, where He liveth to make intercession for us. 
He pours out on all penitents the abundance of His 
mercy, " forgiving us those things whereof our con- 
science is afraid," and still seeking "to save that 
which is lost" His love transforms our character, 
gives strength to weakness, and raises men from 
the depth of despair to feel they are* the sons of 
God. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON XII. 

Hebrews v. 7.—** In the days of His flesh" 
St. John xix. 18. — ^** They crucified Him^ and two other with 
Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst" 

This was the end of a life spent by the Son of God 
for man. A life of love unequalled, of dignity un- 
surpassed, of teaching never before heard ; for He 
taught "as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes." Though no fault could be found in Him 
by the man who had, as he himself said, power to 
crucify Him or to release Him, still He was given 
up into the hands of wicked men, and crucified 
between two malefactors — ^Jesus in the midst All 
great truths meet on Golgotha, and cluster round 
that central Cross. We have great and solemn 
truths scattered throughout God's Word, each suf- 
ficient for the meditation of a lifetime. We have 
Satan's malignity, and man's depravity; we have 
sin's exceeding sinfulness, and God's wonderful 
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perfections, all declared, all strikingly manifested 
as we turn from page to page, and chapter to 
chapter, of the Bible. But we have all these 
brought together, and all set before us in one great 
picture, and painted, too, in their darkest and bright- 
est colours — the darkness of man's wicked hatred, 
the brightness of God's forgiving love — in the text,. 
"There they crucified Him, and two other with 
Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst." 
First, we have the malignity of Satan, for he put 
it into the heart of Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus ; 
we have the hatred of the people, who for envy 
gave Him into the hands of His enemies ; and we 
have the astounding and abounding love of God in 
the act itself. " For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." If you desire to see the very climax 
of all that is base in man, and all that is lovely in 
God, look with the eye of faith on the Cross of 
Calvary ; think for a moment, if sin was so tre- 
mendous in its issues that nought could atone for 
it but that which has atoned for it — the death of 
the Son of God — and say then if on one side the 
exhibition of human nature stands not out in 
blackest colours, and the glory of God manifested 
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on the other side in all its beauty, its majesty, and 
power. 

Who crucified the Son of God ? we may ask. 
The perfidy of Judas, the bitter enmity of the 
priests, and scribes, and Pharisees, and the hard- 
heartedness of the Jews, and the insolent cruelty of 
the Roman soldiers — these, you say, crucified Him. 
And so they did : Judas sold Him,, the priests 
bought Him, the scribes and Pharisees hated Him, 
the Jews cried, ** Crucify Him, crucify Him ! " and 
Pilate, from utter want of purpose and principle, 
yielded to a fury he was unable to appease. And 
all these reasons fill us with just indignation. An 
unjust judge, intimidated to do an act of wrong 
through pressure and from fear ! 

Yet let us not limit our views to these, or suppose 
that these alone must bear the guilt of crucifying 
the Lord of glory. Remember, the Apostle Peter 
charged the whole house of Israel with having, by 
wicked hands, crucified and slain Jesus of Nazareth. 
Yet it was only a part of that multitude who had 
lifted up their voices and raised their hands against 
Him. Nor was the consequence of their guilt, and 
the imputation of it, restricted to that generation 
only ; " His blood be upon us, and upon our chil- 
dren," is a vengeance called down upon their own 
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heads, by the wild and reckless imprecation of those 
who demanded the death of Christ. 

In what did the great crime of the Jews consist ? 
In crucifying Him. True, that was the act of 
final hatred ; but the sin lay in rejecting Him, a sin 
which to this day may be laid to our charge ; and 
when we reject Christ, His offer of pardon, His 
loving invitation to come to Him, to forsake our 
sins, to accept Him as the Saviour, both Jew and 
Christian are guilty, for they "crucify the Son of God 
afresh, and put Him to an open shame." If the Jew 
who does not believe in Jesus as the Son of God 
is guilty, is the Christian guiltless who having the 
Bible, rejects Him, or the Christian who calls Him 
« Lord," and " Lord," and by His life denies Him .> 
Surely, if the unbelievers among the Jews are guilty, 
unbelievers among us are equally guilty; for un- 
belief is a great crime in His sight, in whatever 
heart it is cherished. 

The force of our text consists in the words " Jesus 
in the midst " — " On either side one ; " representing 
the world which rejects Him, as seen in the case of 
the impenitent thief, the world which receives Him, 
as in the case of the penitent thief, late, indeed, but 
in earnest. 

And it is worthy of observation, that though men 
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of all ranks and classes — ^the rich and poor, the 
learned and unlearned, priests and people, those in 
authority and those under authority — all gave their 
voices against Him, yet each had his own reason 
for so doing. They agreed in their hatred of Jesus, 
but in nothing else. Some spake against Him, 
moved with envy ; some charged Him with speaking 
against the Temple; some were offended because 
He was so lowly, the friend of publicans and 
sinners ; but they all agreed that He was worthy 
of death, they all agreed that He should be cruci- 
fied. It was not Jew alone, nor Roman soldiers, 
nor Gentile, that nailed Him to the cross ; it was 
human nature that rejected, persecuted, condemned, 
and crucified the Lord of glory. 

In placing Jesus where they did. His enemies 
wished that He should be considered as one of the 
transgressors ; but this act has been overruled by 
Divine teaching to mean for us all, what is a lesson 
of singular and wonderful consolation, that He 
bangs there to be reviled and taunted by one to 
whom He had done no wrong, to be implored and 
prayed to by the other, who recognizes his own 
just condemnation, and acknowledges his fellow- 
sufferer's innocence. He hangs there, Jesus in the 
midst, the Mediator between God and man. In 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iFcienH^ aiO) Jfoi% of %t%ti% ®Ns(t 143 

the mysterious foreknowledge and wisdom of God, 
it is true that Jesus hung there, having paid the 
price of guilt ; for He " made Him to be sin who 
knew no sin ; " and, as " the wages of sin is death," 
the Son of God took upon Him our nature, and in 
that sinful nature died to ransom us, if we will accept 
the gift of eternal life, to redeem us from all sin. 
He gave Himself up to suffer for us ; He took the 
load of our guilt upon Him ; and but for that guilt 
His face had never been marred, His hands and 
feet never pierced with nails. He had never been 
crucified, " in the midst" 

Whenever we read the story of our Lord's cruci- 
fixion, we should never forget that a part of its hu- 
miliation was not the physical suffering so much as 
the mental distress. He did not suffer alone. He 
was "in the midst," between two malefactors. Cruci- 
fixion was terrible and disgraceful enough, but if 
Jesus had hung upon His cross, with nothing near 
Him to disturb the impression of His calm serenity 
and innocence, it might well have happened that 
the people who stood and watched would have lost 
sight of the disgrace, and have felt the majesty of 
the sacrifice. Let us remember He " endured the 
cross, despising the shame." An awe and wonder 
almost ready to break out in thankfulness and 
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praise might have spread through the multitude 
who watched the spectacle of heroism and love; 
but it adds to the heinousness of sin in general, and 
aggravates this act of sin in particular, and deepens 
the pathos of the love of God, that in order that there 
should be no doubt about the disgracefulness of the 
Saviour's sufferings, they hung Him between two 
thieves, to advertise, as it were, the ignominy of His 
pain, not knowing how gloriously it proclaimed for 
after ages the intensity of His self-devotion for 
man. Side by side with the friends and companions 
in vice of these malefactors, were the disciples of 
Jesus in the throng, and over Him, harmless and 
undefiled, was cast the cloak of the degradation of 
these His companions. Truly the cross of Christ 
had a deep humiliation connected with it, but, as we 
shall see, it has also a glory. A tragedy it is which 
bewilders and dismays us, but also a proclamation 
of peace and hope. 

In the degradation of Christ which compelled 
Him to be crucified with the thieves, there is the 
picture of the deep degradation to which He sub- 
mitted. There was nothing, however base and ab- 
ject, and despised by men, that He would not 
undertake, to prove to man that His love for man 
could not be quenched ; and they who. are Christ's 
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echo the sentiment of St. Paul, who rejoiced in 
being crucified with Christ, if haply, sharing in 
the humility, he might be raised to the glory. For 
Christ was humiliated into our condition, that we 
might be raised into His. Both the depth to 
which He went to seek man, and the height up 
to which He would carry man, were set forth in 
the Cross. Alas! for us, for him, who, standing 
beneath the Cross, and seeing Jesus in the midst, 
does not learn both of these lessons — learn how 
low his Saviour went to find him, and how high 
he may rise, if he will but make his Saviour's life 
his constant pattern. 

The two stories before us in these three crosses 
are, the stories of wretched lives of sin meeting the 
penalty of transgression — death ; and a noble life 
of perfect holiness, undergoing the ignominy of His 
crucifixion. How strangely blended are these two 
stories ! See how far apart they begin. What was 
there in common between His life of goodness, 
and their lives of badness, up to this point ? One 
life of innocence, and the others of blackest 
wickedness. See how they meet at last! "As,** 
writes one, " when a black and turbid stream goes 
hurrying towards a cavern's gloom, into which it 
is destined to plunge itself out of sight, and just 
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before it reaches its dark gloom, a pure, fresh river 
born among the snows in the sunlight on the 
mountain's top, and has flowed softly down, drops 
its quiet, clear, transparent waters into the tumul- 
tuous current, and shares its plunge, so the pure 
holiness of Christ fell into the stream of human 
wickedness, and shared its fate." The Saviour's 
life entered into the life of humanity at its 
blackest. He had left behind heaven, left behind 
even the little heavenliness which He had found 
upon the earth. All the disciples had forsaken 
Him and fled. The little flicker of sympathy 
which He may have seen among some of His 
accusers was lost now. He had come to the com- 
pany of the worst. Two thieves were crucified 
with Him (one robber had been preferred to Him), 
and Jesus in the midst. That is the sight which 
we behold, as we look at these three crosses stand- 
ing out sharp and terrible against the sky. 

Into the darkest of earth's darkness, into the 
deepest consequences of sin where it was possible 
for innocence to go, the Incarnate One has gone. 
Our Immanuel, our God with us, is with the worst 
of us in his most awful misery. No child of God 
shall know any suffering which this love shall not 
fathom to its depths with Him. No pain, except 
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the purely personal pain of remorse which it is 
impossible that innocence should feel — no pain but 
that — ^shall there be anywhere upon the earth of 
which any agonized soul shall be able to cry out 
to his Saviour and say, " Do not mock me with 
your pity; you do not know what my pain is." 
And even something, as like remorse as is that 
profound regret which a father feels for his 
erring child, the Divine One endured and felt, in 
His crucifixion between two thieves. Christ was 
thus crucified in, and with, and for, humanity. It 
is no fantastic conception of the imputation to 
Him of a sinfulness which was not His, of God's 
counting Him guilty of wickedness which He had 
never done. It is something infinitely more real 
than that which Christ endured. 

It is that the God who made man in His own 
image, coming to the life of man, found that image 
all broken and lost. He came into men's life, and 
found them dying for their sin. He was guiltless 
of their sin, but He entered with all intensity of 
sufTering into their death; just as those pure 
ministering angels who go about among haunts 
of vice, to admonish, rebuke, counsel, and assist, 
who feel all the horror of sin though they are 
not stained by it, and how it isolates its victims 
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from all companionship, as the leprosy raised 
a wide barrier between the clean and unclean. 
Had earth been — as it shall be one day, when 
He, in His perfected and accomplished kingdom, 
bringeth in a "new heaven and a new earth,, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness '* — fair to look upon 
and pure to live in, what a glorious visit would 
that have been of the Son of God to earth I 
Instead of triumph-songs, and joyful thanksgiving, 
and grateful welcome, the only memorial of Christ 
coming to earth is the cross on Calvary. Instead 
of God dwelling with His noblest creatures, among 
the fairest scenes of earth, in sympathy with holi- 
ness, here is the Son of God side by side with the 
vilest of mankind, dying upon the cross of shame. 

There is the witness and the testimony of sin^ : 
We may hate it — I hope we do ; we may deplore it — 
I am sure we must; but we come to the profoundest 
knowledge of it, the deepest grief at it, the most 
inveterate hatred against it, when we come to this, 
that it crucified the Son of God, and not alone but 
with wicked men, and made Jesus the sharer of 
human degradation and of human woe. 

Sin did this ; and this is the shame of the cross. 
Let me speak now of its glory ; for if, as man, He 
condescended to be in the midst, between sinners,. 
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He asks, and demands now, that, as the ascended 
Lord and King of glory He should be in the midst 
also. His position in the midst of the throne, of the 
living creatures, of the four and twenty elders, of the 
seven golden candlesticks, gives Him now as much 
a place of honour, as when He occupied the place 
of lowliness between the thieves. In His first 
greeting to the sorrowing disciples He takes His 
rightful place. Jesus Himself stood in the midst. 
"Through the birth-throes of Golgotha," writes one, 
" the Church had passed to a new and higher life, 
and our Blessed Lord at once proceeds to take 
His true place within the Church of the resur- 
rection." And in every faithful heart which desires 
to see Him, and yearns to love Him, and studies 
to obey Him, and seeks conformity to His will — to 
all who will give themselves up, in heart and 
mind, to do His will — He is ever in the midst. 
So labour and toil lose half their weariness, and 
sorrow and anxiety half their burden, when we 
remember that, ever present with His Church below, 
Jesus is in the midst. 

This is the object to which ever in life, and now 
especially on Palm Sunday, we would direct your 
earnest gaze. 

See there again and again what sin has done, 
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and see also how love has conquered sin. Strive, 
with the Crucified One before you, and in His 
might, to separate yourselves from sin ; strive, by 
self-sacrifice, to keep yourselves "unspotted from the 
world ; " and then, in proportion as you strive, so will 
you gain the mastery over self, which would keep 
you from Him, over sin, which must estrange you 
now, and separate you for ever from Him ; and 
there will come into your heart the rich, divine 
assurance of God's love, brighter hopes for hu- 
manity, a broken, but still a glorious prospect of 
what an obedience — perfect, where yours is stum- 
bling ; complete, where yours is partial — has accom- 
plished, and you will see, as in His life, so also in 
yours, the glory as well as the grief of the crucifixion. 
For no life lived in Christ, and to Christ, can be 
without its sacrifice, but no life lived for Christ, 
and to Christ, can be without its blessing; for while 
we accept the cross, and bear it' in God's strength, 
so do we believe in and rejoice in the crown, which 
is God's promise to us ; and we win here on our 
cross, being crucified to the world, and the world 
to us, something of the glory and beauty which 
illumined the darkness of that hour, when, in the 
days of His flesh, they crucified Christ, and " two 
other with Him, on either side one, and Jesus in 
the midst" 
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Oh that, by God's grace, we may accept anew, 
year by year, His sacrifice for us, and give ourselves 
to Him by every self-surrender, that He may do 
for us all that He died to do ! 

Do you know what it was that He died to do ? 
To give us life, and life abundantly. "He that hath 
the Son hath life;" and the Son is offered to all, and 
for all. Given for you on the cross to save you 
from wrath, He is offered and given to you that 
He may save you from sin ; He is offered to you 
day after day, that you may have Him as your 
Saviour. Receive Jesus in your midst, that this 
life may begin in you now. "He that hath the Son, 
hath everlasting life ; " and the life begun on earth 
will be continued and perfected when, in the better 
country, you, as His ransomed and redeemed, shall 
follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, and 
shall be led by Him t6 the fountain of living 
waters. And " they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 
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SERMON XIII. 

St. John x. la — "lam come that they might have Ufe^ and that 
they might have it more abundantly^ 

To whom were these words said, and for whom 
were they intended ? 

To the narrow circle of His immediate disciples, 
and for that small band who followed Him, and 
listened to His words, and saw His miracles ; and 
to those, and for those only ? Surely not ; for as 
His death was to be the sacrifice for sin for the 
whole world, so were His words to comprehend in 
their meaning, not the tract of Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee, but all who, in every land and nation, 
called upon Him, and looked up to Him as their 
Saviour. 

Now we will give our attention for a few minutes 
to this one thought Christ came. He says Himself, 
into the world that the world, i,e. mankind, might 
have life — a more abundant, fuller life, through 
Him. Has mankind received that life, and are 
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there evident signs of it before us ? Do the words 
of Christ spoken now, as His Gospel, have an effect 
upon the hearts of men proportionate to the in- 
terests involved in those words ? For the words of 
the Gospel are intended to awaken in men's minds 
three things, at least : (i) A desire to know God ; 
(2) A belief in Jesus Christ ; (3) A recognition of 
the value of our souls, as being immortal, which is 
-equal to the belief in immortality. 

Christianity teaches us that there is a God — 
the First Cause of all things : a God who, while He 
is a Judge, is also a Father. Whatever ideas men 
may have had of what is noble, true, and just, they 
have looked out from themselves for the cause and 
source of it ; they have looked up to a God. And 
the discoveries in science, although they may not 
lead every mind in humble faith to God, force men 
back and back into a corner out of which they can- 
not escape, namely, to the existence of a First Cause. 

The universe cannot have created itself, surely. 
For anything to be produced there must be the 
antecedent power of production ; and these ener- 
gies of nature around us, and the powers of thought, 
feeling, in ixjan within us, exist either by reason of 
their inherent properties — in which case matter is 
God, having self-subsisting life in itself— or there 
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is a God, who gives to matter and to spirit the 
properties which are seen or implied in the 
phenomena. 

It is only common sense to ascribe the pheno- 
mena — ra pXiirofiBva — ^the things which are seen, to 
a force competent to produce them. We, as Chris- 
tians, are voted quite the reverse of common sense 
people ; indeed, we are called idiots, by ascribing to 
a Spiritual Power the consciousness we possess of a 
spirit within us. And we are not allowed to refer 
to a supposed Cause the feelings we have of our 
inner life and being, though the materialists refer 
the existence of their world and their condition 
unhesitatingly to an origin and original source, in 
a certain sense called father. And all that men 
have felt and held as opinions regarding this First 
Cause, dimly and darkly at first, Christ, and the 
teaching of His precepts by His apostles and 
ministers, would confirm, support, and enlarge. 

He came that men should have life (and light 
also), and that they might have it more abundantly,, 
and with regard to our notions about God, He 
has given us, if we will receive the witness, clearer 
and fairer notions. 

All nations have believed in a God, many or few,, 
as the case may be — Monotheism or Polytheism. 
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The heathen, in his abject credulity, bows down to 
wood and stone ; and any single or remarkable in- 
stance of what we should call signs of providence, 
have called forth immediately a corresponding act of 
devotion, the result of love or fear, as the case may be : 
such as the sacrifice attempted to be made to Paul 
and Barnabas, the latter of whom the inhabitants of 
Lystra regarded as Jupiter, and the former as Mer- 
curius, because he was the chief speaker. And when 
Christ came on earth, and came to His own. His 
own received Him not; not because they were 
infidels or heathen (for they were the recipients of 
many spiritual blessings), but because their eyes 
were blinded spiritually, so that they could not 
perceive — because they had resolved to receive and 
accept only what they thought worthy of accep- 
tance, a message and a messenger who agreed 
with their preconceived and prejudiced views. 
Nor is the fact of our sinfulness, although more 
fully developed by Christianity, peculiar to it alone; 
for in proportion as men, in all ages and climes,, 
have acknowledged a higher Power, so have they 
felt their own inferiority and weakness. And Chrisr 
tianity alone has given men a higher aspiration 
and a nobler aim ; for Christ said, " Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
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IS perfect," and came to tell and teach them that, 
so far from God hating men, He loved them ; that, 
although sin was hateful to Him, the sinner was 
an object of His compassion ; and that He Him- 
self was the proof of all that love, for He came 
down from heaven because He desired that all men 
should be saved, and should come to the true 
knowledge of their God. 

And is there anything unreasonable in the further 
enlightenment which Christ vouchsafed in showing 
men the exceeding wickedness of their hearts, quite 
as much as of their acts ? 

He, as none before Him had done, denounced the 
hypocrisy of scribes and Pharisees, who appeared 
unto men to fast, and to keep all religious obser- 
vances, but whose inner lives were a contradiction 
to their outward profession. And when He had 
thus shown men to themselves, and manifested 
Himself, too, in all His perfection, and given them 
an example to follow, precepts to abide by, com- 
mandments to obey, was it unreasonable to point 
out to them the hopelessness of being recovered from 
their condition, so fallen and so helpless, by their 
own efforts and endeavours, and to declare that in 
Him was life, and that He had come that men might 
have that life, and have it more abundantly ? Would 
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the world — granted that it is bad enough now — not 
have been worse but for this manifestation of per- 
feet holiness, truth, and righteousness ? 

And as time goes on, if men will only aim at a 
higher life, instead of living a lower life, shall they 
not also be as their Master was — lights shining in 
darkness, though the darkness comprehends it not ? 

We do not ask you to aim at living the life of 
Christ, and say, "We can tell you no more about it. 
We can throw no light on it, nor tell you why you 
are to live it." We can tell you (and if we want to 
lead you we must be able to assert something 
confidently) that the hope of mankind rests in this 
life, and that each individual who strives to practise 
that life— of love, of self-denial, of truth, of self- 
sacrifice — has life, and has it more abundantly than 
he can have it from himself or any other source. 

And then, again, if Christianity has taught us 
something more definite and clearer about God, 
are we not to believe the Teacher of those truths ? 

Some say it is enough to believe that Jesus 
Christ was a Teacher, sent from God, raised up and 
ordained especially for that work, but no more. 
But, if no more, why did He assume so much more ? 

It was arrogance and presumption in One, with 
a special mission and definite rules about that 
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mission, to exceed the limits of the authority- 
vested in Him. 

It was surely unnecessary to shed innocent 
blood for a falsehood, and a religion based on a 
falsehood — ^which, if Christ's deatii be not the 
sacrifice for sin, Christianity must be — would hardly 
commend itself to the minds of many thousands of 
wise and thoughtful men. For not only did He 
say that He came from God— others have declared 
they were His prophet^— but He declared He was 
God. " I and my Father are one." 

For no one has denied that such a person as 
Jesus Christ lived and died; and we Christians 
declare that by His death it is that "we might 
have life, and have it more abundantly." The 
central truth of Christianity is the death and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. This truth was announced 
in figurative language to Nicodemus in our Lord's 
earliest-recorded discourse. 

It was repeated, again and again, to His own 
disciples, with whom He talked " of the decease 
which He should accomplish at Jerusalem." 

His apostles proclaimed it wherever they went 
So mighty was its influence, so deep-seated the 
belief of the truth of it in men's hearts, that the 
most successful preacher that ever lived resolved 
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to know nothing among men, "save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified." More than fifty times it is 
appealed to in the Epistles as a ground of con- 
solation, and as an incentive to holiness ; while the 
men who profess to be Christians, and still love 
and practise sin, are denounced, not as the enemies 
of the precepts of the Gospel, but as emphatically 
the enemies of the Cross. The glory of Christianity 
is Christ, and the glory of Christ (so far as it 
concerns us men, and our salvation) is the Cross. 

Scripture teaches this, and human experience 
confirms it. Christ Himself assured His hearers, 
and us after them, that His death was to be an 
expression of His own love, and of the love of the 
Father, and a proof of His sincerity — as His 
resurrection is a proof of His Divine mission, and 
a pledge of our own resurrection. " Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends ; " and, " He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us all things ? " 

He foresaw and foretold the manner of His 
approaching sufferings. Was this like a deceiver ? 
Do men choose disgrace as the seed of glory? 
What teacher before Christ declared that death 
alone could bring life ? The mystery of the love 
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which prompted all this is very deep ; but where- 
fore not to be believed? There is, I know, a 
spiritual significance in it all ; but did He not 
throughout all His life declare that there was a 
spiritual meaning in all that He said and did ? 

And then, out of the acknowledgment of faith 
— ^living, humble, personal faith in Christ Jesus — 
will come the further confession that the work of 
Christ, His Epiphany of Himself, was intended to 
have its effect upon men, to make them realize the 
value which God has set upon them, upon the 
immortality, eternal life, which is reserved for them, 
Christ died not for angels, for they fell not so as 
to need recovery; He died not for the brute 
creation, for, not gifted with the responsibility of 
souls, they need no redemption ; He died for men, 
to give them life, and to give it more abundantly. 
He gave us the example of His life, to conform 
our lives to it 

Is this not a larger view of human life than ever 
had yet entered into human philosophy or human 
teaching? 

What ! you and I to aspire to a Christ-like mind ? 
Yes, you and I. True, we are men, sinful men, 
and men made like us put Him to death — did all 
that malice and hatred could do to stifle for ever 
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the voice of truth and holiness, which, if it had 
been only a human voice, might have been silenced 
in the expiring cry, "Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit ; " but it was a Divine voice, 
and could not be dumb. 

And lo ! what views the thought of man's 
baseness and cruelty gives to the evil of sin ! 

All the suffering which Christ sought to alleviate 
—the leprosy and death ; all the sorrow He en- 
countered — the perverseness and cruelty of His 
persecutors, the desertion and unbelief of His 
disciples; all His tears, and agony, and cryings, 
had their origin in those moral causes which it 
was the work of His life to remove. When you 
have well considered how, viewed in the light of 
the Cross of Christ, duty becomes holier and nobler, 
and life more real and intense ; how it is possible 
to conquer the material by the spiritual, to mortify 
all that is gross in us, by degrees only, yet finally 
and completely ; how it is possible, with that 
Figure before us, more marred than that of any 
man, despised and rejected of men, to deny ourselves, 
and, by self-sacrifice, to leave the world holier and 
happier than we found it When we consider how 
in Him there was (and therefore, by union with 
Him, there should be also in us) a blending of 

M 
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nobleness and humility, of heroism and patience, 
of hatred of sin and pity for sinners ; when all 
this is thought of calmly and prayerfully, what 
should you say Christ's manifestation of Himself 
to the world has done ? Darkened it, deceived it, 
corrupted it, enslaved it, doomed it to death or 
misery ? No ; ten thousand times, No ! He came 
that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly — each, and every one of 
us, in our respective positions and opportunities. 

I shall hope to enter more fully into the considera- 
tion of this subject, as it affects persons and classes, 
on subsequent occasions; for our practical lesson 
to-day let this general view of the case suffice. 
Christ came to give men life. Have they received 
it generally } The first effect of all Gospel preach- 
ing when men believe is, I know, the sense of 
forgiveness of sin ; but that is not the chief object 
or design of it. There is a higher aim. The 
''great and precious promises" therein contained are 
given that we " may become partakers of the Divine 
nature.*' I cannot — ^who can, with any feeling of 
a real desire to work out his own salvation, as St 
Paul has told us we ought to do ? — accept a teaching 
of salvation that consists only in pardon. Pardon 
is a great thing, but it is not all. We want a life 
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which shall succeed agreeable to the high position 
which pardon gives us. If we are free, let us act 
as those who are free should do ; let us live in 
newness of life, as each new year opens up to us 
opportunities and chances. Christ not only has 
given us pardon, but also peace, forgiveness, and 
the life within us to serve Him more acceptably. "It 
is probably impossible," says one, " for the blessed 
God to make bad men happy ; but let their hearts 
be changed — ^let them love what Grod loves, and 
hate what God hates — and a foundation is laid for 
happiness that nothing can overthrow. His acts 
and dispensations towards us need create no fear. 
The announcement is true, as it was in the first 
age, *A11 things work together for good to them 
that love God.' " 

If disappointments and trials come — as come 
they will, in every life, through every year — other 
sources of pleasure, more lasting and enduring, will 
open up to us. 

The cisterns of this life will not hold water ; let 
us draw water from that Fountain of Life which 
never fails. It is not enough to believe all this — 
to allow it a place in our minds ; we must give it a 
place in our hearts, whence the influence on our 
lives will be so clearly seen, that misery, in its 
fullest sense, will be impossible. 
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We shall have "days of heaven even upon earth," 
and we shall confess from inward feeling, even 
more than from external evidence, that there is 
nothing truer than the Gospel, nothing so holy in 
its tendency, or so blessed in its results, that in 
Christ alone we have life, and have it more 
abundantly. 
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SERMON XIV. 

St. John x. io. — **Iam come thai they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly,*^ 

If Christ came to give life to all the world — for 
I do not read in the words of His Gospel any 
limitation to class of the benefits He intended to 
confer on mankind by the manifestation of Himself 
— He came assuredly to give life to each and all the 
members who make up the community. And I 
would ask you to consider with me, how He has 
shown Himself as the Giver of life to that portion 
known to us as the educated, in contradistinction 
to the uneducated classes. Has He any warning 
or word of advice for them ? There is a very 
able paper in a work entitled "Faith and Free 
Thought," which shows how Christianity is suited 
to all forms of civilization. For it first proves from 
facts known to, and collected by the writer, that 
there is a certain gradual dwindling of mind, body, 
and soul, wherever civilization does not intervene 
to counteract the tendency. 
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If, then, civilization be necessary to repair the 
losses which a state of barbarism will invariably 
bring about in the end, and if it be successful 
in its attempts, and if Christianity be the crown 
and glory of civilization, d fortiori Christianity 
is suited to all forms of civilization, and has its 
message and its lesson for the highest as well 
as the lowest in the class of civilized persons. 

And in addressing a congregation such as is 
gathered within the walls of most of our churches 
in cities and important towns, we are supposed to 
address men and women whose position, for average 
intelligence and independent means, places them 
in the list of superior persons, compared with their 
inferior, untaught, and unlearned brethren. 

Now, do they, or do they not, require Christ as 
much as others ? 

If it be a truth, and a blessed truth, that *' the 
poor have the Gospel preached to them," surely the 
exposition of the truths of that Gospel to one class 
does not preclude its proclamation to another, else 
is my text meaningless. 

All Christians agree at least in this, that the 
religion they profess is applicable alike to learned 
and unlearned men, to the untutored savage and 
to the civilized philosopher. And if it be true that 
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where, even in foreign countries, Christianity has 
been preached to every stage of civilization, from 
the naked savages of the wildest forests to the 
semi-civilized Fetish worshippers who are mixed 
up with the settled inhabitants of the country, 
the result has been, that by the acceptance of 
Christianity the whole tone, morally and socially, 
of those accepting it has been raised. Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible that Christianity 
should be able to lift even the educated higher and 
higher in their moral and social position, if they, 
the educated, would only condescend to be taught 
by it and learn its precepts ? 

But we see the sad reverse of this. For want of 
this humble, childlike obedience to the high com- 
mands laid upon us, we, men and women of birth, 
education, and advantages of no mean order, cause 
that Holy Name by which we are called to be evil 
spoken of, and we disgrace, by lives of practical 
infidelity and impiety, the profession we have 
assumed of being Christ's disciples. 

You keep the commandments outwardly, but 
how many break them in spirit ? 

Is the tone of modern society more healthy and 
more consistent with the very ostensible show 
made in religious ceremonies and services ? Is a 
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generation growing up, to follow on when this has 
gone, which will more powerfully illustrate the 
spirit of Christianity than we have ever done ? is a 
question to which those who are parents among us, 
and instructors of youth, must strive to provide an 
answer. For all we can say is, that the fault, if fault 
there be, and the deficiency, if such also there be, 
lies not in the weakness of the Great Teacher,, 
or the incompleteness of His mission, but in 
the dulness and deadness of heart of those upon 
whose ears His voice falls with no effect " I am 
come that they might have life, and have it more 
abundantly." And modern society requires life, 
revival, renewing, whether it be the society of purely 
fashion, or of wealth, or of intellect ; and we declare 
that Christ has (and He alone) this life to give, and 
He gives it without stint or reserve, unconditionally 
(except the requirement of faith in Him) to all 
who desire and seek it. 

Let us look, then, at one aspect of modern life 
— society, so called — and see if the element of 
Christianity might not raise and sanctify it Is it 
not capable of expansion and extension there } For 
is it not in its power, or at any rate in its desire, of 
doing good somewhat restricted and confined ; for 
do we find, as we have a right to expect from a 
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large body of Christian men and women, such a 
decided expression of the feelings which should 
characterize Christian brotherhood ? Is their con- 
versation such as becometh Christians ? Are not 
many of the stories about our neighbours repeated 
from lip to lip, and from door to door, with a: 
motive and intention very far from the spirit of 
Christ? 

Putting aside the question of the much foolish 
jesting, which obviously is not convenient, are there 
not too often occasions when levity degenerates- 
almost into profanity, and a so-called good story 
is repeated at the sacrifice of modesty, perhaps of 
truth? 

Are we ashamed or are we afraid to take Christ 
for our companion in life's walks ? Is our company 
such that He could not join us? Are our festivities 
and pleasures of such a character, so frivolous and 
so foolish, that His presence would be a constant 
check and rebuke ? 

That man and that woman alone has the life 
of Christ in him, which Christ desires he should 
have, who has established his heart by grace, who 
makes Christ the companion, the comrade of his 
spirit, and who makes it his aim to realize in his 
daily experience, all that the brotherhood of the 
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Man Christ Jesus means, and all the joys that it 
promises to his heart of hearts. 

Remember, Christ's presence with the soul has 
nothing in it preventive or forbidding. We have 
dismal associations of "giving up" the world, 
"giving up" pleasure, "giving up" societ>% when 
we recognize and walk by our relation to the Lord. 
It is a dreary and a false notion. The giving up 
is all in the other way, on the other path. 

Associate "giving up" with sin, with rejecting 
Christ, with turning away from God ; that is the 
true association. 

Every step which you take, every deed which 
you do, which the realization of the presence of 
Christ would make you shrink from, is a denial 
of Him. An awful giving up, for it may be final ; 
a giving up of a portion of your own being, your 
true dignity, your vital health, your external joy ; 
a giving up of that life which He came on earth 
to give you more abundantly. Do men and women 
shrink from Christ — have they an aversion to Him 
in the hour of their prosperity ? Yet have I seen 
the worldly minded ones bowed down to own His 
exceeding preciousness in some bitter hour, when 
all the world's tempting offers could not satisfy or 
soothe them. 
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The Godhead of Christ has been a terror to 
some, so that by way of excuse for human diffidence 
in approaching the Most High through the Son of 
His love, the Romanists have invented a more 
merciful mediator than Jesus. A woman, with a 
woman's tender heart and deep experience of 
human pain — ^whom they call (but whose title we 
refuse) the Mother of God. Was that necessary ? 
Does not Christ in every respect meet the wants of 
human nature ? Has He not life to impart suitable 
to the need of each of His creatures? 

And, next, there is another, and a large section 
of mankind, which exercises a great influence, and 
might exercise a greater, on the society around 
it, to which and for which Christ has a special 
teaching and message. I mean men of wealth. 
Now, without in any way grudging the rich the 
portion of goods, which they have received in a 
larger share, than their less independent brethren, 
we cannot allow that their position is not one of 
graver responsibility and higher duties, that their 
means and opportunities of benefiting their poorer 
brethren are not so wide and extensive, that they 
are indeed not without excuse if they do not 
answer to these calls. 

Property we know is sacred, and to defend and 
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protect it we gladly contribute ; but because this 
property is private, and is yours, it may be 
sacrificed by you as a free-will offering. 

Almsgiving — ^liberality in support of church, 
schools, or places intended for some or other object 
which has the welfare of our fellow-creature at 
stake, are not taxes which you must pay ; they 
are offerings you ought to make, and the true 
remedy for many of the social wrongfs and evils 
which distress this or any other country lies in the 
spirit of Christ's life, yea, rather of His death. 

" When the rich of this or any other country shall 
have been touched," writes Robertson, "with the 
spirit of the Cross to a largeness of sacrifice of 
which they have not dreamed as yet, there will be 
an atonement between the rights of labour and the 
rights of property, between the men of wealth and 
the men of work." 

And wheresover the former exercise the mighty 
power they possess in their wealth with liberality, 
judgment, and discretion, the latter, who in these 
days are, by their education, able, and by their 
disposition willing, to discuss these questions de^ 
liberately and fairly, will reverence their superiors 
not for their worth in gold, but for their value in a 
higher and more precious metal — true love to God 
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and man. And it is Christ who has taught men 
so to think and speak and act His words have 
set a proper estimate upon all human position, 
profession, and grades of life. He has dignified 
labour; He has sanctified poverty; and, without 
prejudice of class or person, has taught man to. 
realize more fully his position, and his duty to God 
and' his neighbour. Let but the rich man read 
aright the signs of the times — clear and legible as 
they are — and he will read that in the midst of his 
luxury and his affluence, his comfortable living, 
there is for him a higher, fuller, and more abundant 
life which Christ alone has given — the life of living 
more for others and less for self, a life which 
reflects Christ's image and example — and he need 
not fear that the respect which it was once sup- 
posed wealth and titles could alone command, will 
be wanting to him from those whom he has taught 
by his example to know the true meaning of life. 
Those men will always love and respect their 
superiors when they see their superiors showing 
a superior example, and trying to persuade them 
and to save them from selfishness and from doing 
wrong. 

And this brings me to my third and last subject. 
Christ has a higher life for men and women of 
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society — so called world of fashion — for men and 
women of wealth and independence ; so has He for 
men and women highly gifted of what we call in- 
tellectual capacities. 

Your life apart from Him is incomplete. You 
cannot be perfect without the grace of humility ; 
and is that an invariable mark of intellect ? 

These are days in which intellect commands 
great obedience, and receives it. It is constantly 
putting itself forward, and pushing aside the meeker 
and milder qualities, such as faith, obedience, 
gentleness, meekness, brotherly love ; only (as 
most of you are aware) there are many spurious 
imitations of intellect, and we are also constantly 
reminded by these vendors of the spurious article 
that we live in an intellectual age. 

Very likely, if it be true and genuine, it will 
show itself, and hold its own, without these ad- 
vertising puffs. Only these panegyrists of mind 
seem to wish you to understand that they are 
quite above the need and requirements of religion ; 
and intellect soars too high on eagles* wings to 
notice the poor caterpillar of earth, which crawls 
along, content with its insignificance, although 
bearing within itself the germs of a resurrection 
beauty. 
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The world of intellect bears witness of itself, 
and so does the religious world. Judged by its 
works, is the former true and the latter false ? To 
whom do men apply in the hour of their sore 
need ? The men of intellect do not then, so far 
as my experience, practically or from reading lives 
of men, in the hour of sickness and approaching 
death, turn to this or that philosophical teaching 
for comfort and refuge. The chances are they 
await the end with a calm, stoical indifference or 
composure; but if they ever allow the stream of 
their thoughts and ideas to be ruffled or swayed, 
they turn instinctively to the sound of a familiar 
voice hitherto neglected; they forsake, at last, 
their own oracles, which are dumb when necessity 
calls upon them to speak, and betake themselves 
to the oracles of God, which ever speak with un- 
failing clearness and unfaltering decision. 

So long as the world shall last, I suppose there 
will be a conflict between the world, with its attrac- 
tion of society, wealth, and intellect (I have placed 
the world before you in its most favourable light), 
and the humble, despised Gospel of the Nazarene. 
The world says, in the power of each of its indi- 
vidual fascinations, "All things continue as they 
were." But Christ says, "All things will not con- 
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tinue as they were." The Church awaits and 
expects a second advent ; the world expects no 
such thing, denies its possibility — rejects it; but 
He who was manifested to destroy the works of 
the devil, who came to triumph over the world, 
which would enthral our senses and blind our 
vision, declares that in Him, and in Him alone, 
is the Source of all blessings. He came that all — 
the noble, the wealthy, the intellectual — might have 
life, and have it more abundantly. He does not 
require the noble to resign their attributes, the 
wealthy to forswear their possessions, the intel- 
lectual to quench their fire; but He has taught, 
and would have each in his station learn, that in 
Christ Jesus is hidden all wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption ; that of 
whatever rank we may be, in whatsoever company 
we may mix, we should never forget whose we are, 
whose signature is upon us ; that, tempted as we 
may be, tried, and even downcast, yet we will hold 
on to the anchor of the soul — the knowledge that 
we are Christ's and He is ours, and that we are 
resolved, spite of all a dreaming world may say, 
to cling to Him, and that, so living in Him, we may 
die in Him, and in our death-throe shall realize 
all the meaning of His words, " I am come that 
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they might have life, and have it more abun- 
dantly;" for, dying in Him, we shall arise to the 
life eternal, which is the fullest and most abundant 
blessing prepared for man who has fallen in Adam, 
and been restored in Christ. 



N" 
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SERMON XV. 

St. John x. io. — *'/am come thai they might have life, and thai they 
might have it more abundantly, ^^ 

The great question and problem, ^* How are we to 
bring religious influence to bear on the working, 
classes?" remains still unanswered. We are, indeed, 
met with statements by some of a most depressing 
kind, and the growth and spread of infidelity among 
them is said to be of so alarming a character, as 
to neutralize all the attempts made by the advo- 
cates of Christianity to impress the great masses 
with the value and truth of religion. 

How is it that they are content to live on, utterly 
dead and deaf to its call and its influence ? Now, 
I think that before we accept as undoubtedly true 
a sweeping assertion as to the irreligion of the 
working classes, we should examine some of the 
causes which may have conduced, and is still con- 
ducing, to this much-to-be-deplored end. 

The great cry raised by them in these days is. 
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*' More leisure, more pay ; higher wages, and fewer 
hours of work." To what use will they turn 
these advantages ? They are the two great points 
of the charter for which the working man has been 
struggling for the last dozen years ; and it speaks 
well for what must be always a good point in any 
man's character — his energy— that he has suc- 
ceeded, in some measure, in his attempts in that 
quarter. 

But that which is the most important question 
is, What use will he make of these advantages 
when he has gained them ? Is his greater leisure 
to be occasion of greater idleness } Is his increased 
pay to contribute more to self-indulgence and 
luxury ? Perhaps you may, some of you, smile at 
the notion of joining self-indulgence, luxury, and 
the 'working man together, if it were not a well- 
known fact, that among the working men of certain 
industries, especially coal and iron, there are many 
families whose united earnings amount to ;^200 
or ;^300 a year, and whose houses present an 
appearance of misery and destitution, because the 
great earnings have been swallowed up in the mere 
gratification of unbounded excess in eating and 
drinking. It may be that the very nature of their 
occupation — a life led from almost childhood, very 
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certainly boyhood, in the blackness of darkness of 
the coal mine — predisposes them for the excite- 
ment of dissipation when they come up, at rare 
intervals, into the light of heaven, and the society 
of companions, from which they have been so 
long exiled. It is not their fault entirely ; for 
if there have been none able or willing to take 
them by the hand, and lead them to a healthier 
and 'nobler enjoyment of life, by providing them 
with pleasures which require some preparatory 
education to appreciate, they have had recourse 
to means of gratification to hand. Eating and 
drinking require no training or teaching ; the 
public-house does not need any introduction or 
encouragement ; and so, if their leisure is to be, 
as every man of right feeling would wish it to be, 
used in a proper way, there must be provided for 
the working men interests which may occupy and 
attractions which may fascinate them. Other- 
wise, most assuredly, with an increase of time on 
his hands, and of money in his pocket, the working 
man will (and can you blame him.?) give himself 
up, without reserve, regret, or reproach, to the full 
enjoyment of those pleasures which are to be pro- 
cured by the well-filled purse, and which do not 
require any preparation to receive. Higher in- 
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fluences must be at hand to check and guide the 
natural craving for enjoyment, which comes with 
an irresistible impulse after so many hours and 
days of enforced restraint and pressure. Are there 
nowhere places and persons to be found who can 
supply this moral, intellectual, and spiritual train- 
ing — which will incline their minds to the reception 
of enjoyments of a purer and more elevated 
character ? 

I shall not attempt to appear before you as 
the advocate of the man of work, or of the man 
of wealth, but I shall briefly say this, that I do 
think, and so do you all, who are men of sense 
and feeling, that it is the duty of every larger 
employer of labour to see that in some measure 
the wants of those under him are considered ; that 
he ought himself, or by well-chosen deputies, to en- 
deavour, by force of example, by words of practical 
wisdom, to impress upon the hundreds who are 
giving him their lives, at the best, in return for 
their wages, that there are duties, high and sacred, 
connected with this life they ought to fulfil, and for 
the millionaire or the artisan there is equally the 
life — a life to come ! Which is it ? God or Mam- 
mon, with either and both of them ? There may 
be a God whose presence is intimately felt in the 
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ill-fumished garret, to whom tThe prayers of patient 
toil and uncomplaining sorrow ascend, though He 
be not worshipped with all the accessories of rich 
and elaborate ritual. There may be a Mammon, 
too, in the workman's dwelling, although he does 
not present the appearance of the jewel-crowned 
idol before which wealth, and the love of wealthy 
bows down in the mansions of the extensive land 
proprietor or the successful merchant. And what 
have those done, who have first awakened the 
sleeping idea in the working classes that they 
had rights to be enforced, abuses in their position 
and relation to be redressed ? Have not too many 
of these leaders and originators, while affecting to 
advance and propagate truth, darkened and well- 
nigh extinguished it, and have put chaos in the 
place of order, darkness for light ? If justice is 
to be demanded for the labourer, will injustice to 
the employer of labour bring it about ? and if it 
could be brought about by violence, and threats,, 
and intimidation, would that freedom be worth the 
name which was bought at the expense of another's 
rights and liberty ? 

I fear that many a so-called movement on 
behalf of the working classes has originated in a 
materialism pure and simple, and that men, having 
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wilfully excluded all recognition of a God — a 
living God, Ruler, and Governor of the universe — 
have proceeded to attain their ends on grounds 
and reasonings eminently selfish and material, and 
have quite left out the consideration, that if men 
are to be improved, their lives elevated, their tastes 
refined, their vices corrected, it must be, can only be, 
by placing before them a standard higher than 
themselves to look up to, and to imitate. 

Of Joseph Mazzini, one of the leaders, I read^ 
"he saw that any movement which rested on no 
better basis than materialism would infallibly 
degenerate into a wrangle over mere interests, 
would develop in the working classes nothing 
better than selfishness, would excite in them a 
fierce pugnacity unmitigated by the amenities with 
which other classes are wont to soften the aspects 
of their quarrels, and would issue in an anarchy 
in which everything would be ruined, and nothing 
built up." The last months of his life were spent 
in preparing a warning to the working classes 
against following an ignis-fatutiSy which could 
only land them in the morass, and delay in- 
definitely the elevation of their order. "Thus," he 
summed up, "with no authority to guide it, no 
conception of a state, with neither God nor com- 
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mon faith, neither country nor property, the re- 
publican banner we have hailed, as the insignia 
of a new world and crown of a new epoch, would 
be transformed into the paltry flag of certain in- 
dividuals owning no restraint save their interests, 
no law save the caprice of the moment, and no 
hope beyond the triumph of the hour." 

Yet, even if we succeed in bringing them to look 
calmly on a future fraught with such advantages to 
them in a temporal sense — which, if rightly used, 
may prove their greatest blessing — ^where and how 
can we bring home to their hearts the truth of 
Christ's Gospel, the truth of the existence of the 
love of God ? We have to overcome the natural 
carnality of the human heart ; we have to over- 
come the blinding influence of the god of this 
world ; we have to overcome that deep-rooted pre- 
judice, that religion, and religious teaching calls 
on men and women to resign, and disregard all 
that affects this life — as if the very power and 
principle of all true religion was not the very 
reverse of it, teaching men and women to honour 
life in themselves and others, as being together 
fellow-heirs of a glorious immortality, telling them, 
as Christ did, that a man's life "consisteth not 
in the abundance of things which he possesseth," 
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but that, if we seek first the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness, other things will be added 
to us. 

Now we will argue the question as we best can, 
thus calmly. You, my friend, are dissatisfied with 
your condition, or rather were ; you place such and 
such a value on your work and your power, and 
you ask for a diminution of labour, time, and for 
an increase of wages; you wish to bring your 
power of earning, and the master's appreciation 
of that power, more on a level. Right or wrong, 
it is a great aim, and no one, I should hope, 
would refuse you the acknowledgment, that if you 
seek and desire this change from high motives of 
self-culture and improvement, you desire what is 
noble, and beneficial to all mankind. But do you 
suppose that this great change will be carried out 
irrespective of the will and power of the Divine 
Ruler of the world, and even if you choose to 
deny Him, and to live, and teach others to live, 
without God in the world ? " For I am sure there 
are many among the so-called infidels who are 
lost in wonder and in admiration at the works of 
nature, and who would believe in the eye of God, 
and the hand of God, as we say, watching and 
directing all, if they had not first been tempted to 
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believe (as a German sage observed) that, instead of 
the Divine eye, there glared only at us an empty^ 
black, bottomless eye-socket."^ And whose fault 
has it been, I ask you, my educated friends, that it 
is only now of modern days that in any true sense 
that which Christ came to give — life, and life more 
abundantly — ^has been offered to the working 
classes, that the poor have the Gospel preached to 
them ? 

Methinks, as it is a disgrace to a gentleman in 
these days to use bad language in the company of 
women and children — ^yes, thank God, and even 
among his own sex he is notoriously pointed out, 
and even rebuked — it is a disgrace to exceed the 
limits of moderation and temperance ; whereas 
formerly, the safest introduction to so-called good 
society was recklesness in language and behaviour. 
So it is a disgrace to any landowner if cottages, 
once hovels, are not made fit dwelling-places for 
men and women with bodies and souls like his 
own. It is a disgrace, and one which each year 
legislation steps in to remove, if in our large 
cities overcrowding in dwelling-houses be per- 
mitted, and vice, the offspring of such degrada- 
tion, be not checked and repressed. I do not say 
* Quoted by Kingsley. 
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I look at the prospect of the attitude of the 
working classes towards reh'gion as a bright one^ 
but neither will I consent to those who affirm that 
their position is hopeless. Before we can plant 
good seed, we must clear the soil of much that 
neglect in past years has encouraged ; but I feel 
confident that Christianity, and that alone can 
effect it. A Christianity of deeds, as well as words ; 
a preaching of Christ's life in our own, as well as 
taking His words on our lips. And I am sure its 
effect on rough, and coarse, and indifferent minds,, 
is most wonderful. 

The work of sensible, earnest-minded women 
among the very worst and most uneducated of 
their fellow -creatures, crowned with so much 
success, attests very significantly the power of 
Christianity. But then we must have sensible and 
earnest-minded apostles, men and women who 
have the spirit as well as the letter of religion in 
them. And it is no insignificant or accidental 
coincidence that at one and the same time, so I 
have read, three things should have taken place^ 
First, the British workman should have come 
to know something of leisure ; secondly, that a 
national system of education should have been 
established ; and thirdly, that while so many 
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articles in ordinary use have become so much 
dearer, a very singular exception should have 
taken place in one article, viz. books, the price of 
which is now so wonderfully reduced, that a New 
Testament may be had for twopence, a " Pilgrim's 
Progress " for a penny, and works of fiction of a 
wholesome character in like proportion. Put these 
facts all together, and say if there is not open a 
chance, hitherto closed, for the next generation to 
be a wiser, thriftier, more godly race. But again 
and again I would repeat, if we want these to be 
reformed, if we want them to know something 
about the things which belong to their peace, the 
things which accompany salvation, we must be 
able and willing to teach them by example as 
well as by precept You must, indeed, set them 
an example. 

Let them but see what Christ has taught you, 
and then may we hope that they will show a 
disposition to reach out their hands to the tree of 
knowledge and the tree of life at the same time. 

I fear not that the intellectual expansion of these 
vast masses will be detrimental to the cause of 
religion, for I believe in the God above, the living 
God, who will order all things aright; but I do 
fear lest their knowledge, which is power, be per- 
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verted to selfish and base ends unless you, men 
and women, whose influence is great as your 
numbers are great, are not alive to the fact, that 
unless these multitudes are restrained and moderated 
by principles of self-denial and self-control as 
shown in your lives, they will only employ greater 
leisure for greater harm,- more command of money 
for larger and grosser forms of license and self- 
indulgence. Why should they have to look away 
from the rich, the well bom, the nobles of the land, 
in disgust and in despair, for they cannot find in 
them the models which the religion of Christ has 
set before them ? Why should they, with their 
scanty information, their little time for thought 
and meditation, so readily accept a teaching which 
they see their superiors reject and deny ? 

If they are to love Christ at all, they must see 
that their teachers, lay or cleric, love Him also. 
If they are to be self-controlled, must not we be 
so also ? 

There is before their eyes a visible world, full of 
attraction, enticement, and hope which they see not ; 
beyond the hills, the other landscape, fairer and 
brighter than any of human anticipation, or even 
human desire. 

We have not seen it either, it is true ; but faith, 
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and the realization of Christ in our hearts, has often 
pictured it to our eyes. Oh that more and more 
men and women might be added to the list who 
have, in every rank of life, made a good profession 
before men and God ; and as others "take knowledge 
of such that they have been with Jesus," in time, 
slowly and progressively, yet finally and completely, 
in God's own time, not man's, by calm deliberation, 
by steadfast purpose, by unwearying energy, by our 
lives being sermons of goodness, gentleness, up- 
rightness, faith, hope, and charity, we may believe 
that, as regards the working classes, as regards our 
poorer as of our richer brethren, the truth of Christ's 
words will be vindicated, "I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly/' 
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SERMON XVI. 

St. Matthew xi. 7. — ^^And as they departed, Jesus began to say 
unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness to see ? A reed shaken with the wind? " 

John the Baptist was the messenger of the new 
covenant. He was the forerunner of Christ, whose 
advent was announced by him, as regards his 
ministerial office, to be " the advent of the kingdom 
of heaven." " Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." Such an abrupt announcement 
would not fail to attract observation ; and as doubt- 
less among these sight-seers — these men and women 
moved by the strange impulse of novelty, who 
longed for something new — there would be many 
impelled only by a sense of curiosity, our Lord 
asks of them generally, " What went ye out into 
the wilderness to see ? A reed shaken with the 
wind ?" Now, people would scarcely go so far to 
see so little. Into the wilderness to see a reed 
shaken with the wind ! Was there not something 
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of irony in this saying? It was as if He said^ 
Did you ail really take the trouble of coming 
out of your towns and cities, giving up your 
pleasures and idlenesses, just to go to the banks 
of the river in the wilderness — ^Jordan, where John 
preached and baptized ? Was it an everyday 
sight — ^some idle trifle of no more account than a 
rush blown about, you know ? It was something 
more — ^John was the messenger of the new dis- 
pensation ; the kingdom of heaven was at hand ; 
men were to prepare for its reception by re- 
pentance. 

He has been called the interpreter of the spiritual 
wants of the Jewish people, the prophet of a 
greater revelation in the future. And the pre- 
paration for this life had made him a man of 
uncompromising asceticism, a severe and harsh 
judge of men and manners around him ; one who 
had no sympathy with human infirmity, because 
he had been trained and taught the most rigid 
and severe self-control himself. But men, for the 
most part, did not understand nor listen to him. 
He came neither eating nor drinking, so they said, 
" He hath a devil." And when Jesus came, eating 
and drinking— came to loosen the strict require- 
ments of the law, to give sight to the blind, 
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hearing to the deaf, life and light, liberty and peace, 
to all who would come to Him — all they would say 
of Him was, " A man gluttonous, and a winebibber ; 
a friend of publicans and sinners." 

Still, the religion of Christ was true, as Christ 
was true. It was not as a reed shaken ; and though 
men have darkened it through traditions, have 
straitened it by obligations not imposed by 
Christ, have made it colourless, cheerless, have 
taken the sap out of it and made it a barren 
tree, yet, where in a man's life his religion is an 
abiding in Christ, the words of Christ come true, 
"Abide in Me, and I in you. He that abideth 
in Me, and I in Him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit." Well, the Jews, the religious-hearted Jews, 
were affected by the preaching of the Baptist ; 
they were stirred by the reality and earnestness 
of his call. He evidently had something to say, 
which is very different from having to say some- 
thing. He had a message from God to awaken 
sleeping souls; to prepare a highway for the coming 
Christ ; to put before men realities, not fancies ; 
to tell them they had to build anew, and to show 
them where they were to build, and on what 
foundation. 

It was a strong religious movement, I know, 
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but more comprehensive than had hitherto been 
accepted. This religion was not one only of 
forms and ceremonies, of the morning and evening 
sacrifice, of priestly authority and proper obedience 
to all. All who came to inquire specially, received 
a special answer. "Then went out to him Je- 
rusalem and all Judaea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins." 

If the people asked him, "What shall we do 
then ? " his reply was, " He that hath two coats, 
let him impart to him that hath none ; and he that 
hath meat, let him do likewise : " i,e, cast off that 
habit of selfishness which is eating into the life of 
the nation, because it has eaten into your indivi- 
dual life ; seek not your own welfare entirely. A 
large mass of hungry and thirsty souls are clamour- 
ing around you. Heed their cry. If the publicans, 
the authorized tax-collectors, come and ask what 
they are to do, he tells them, " Exact no more than 
that which is appointed you." Be content with a 
small commission for your work. Do not be in 
a hurry to grow rich, and unscrupulous as to the 
means you employ. And so with the soldiers : 
" Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely ; 
and be content with your wages." 
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No reed shaken with the wind here, no accom- 
modating himself to class privilege or class favour, 
but bringing class to a perception (if they so chose) 
of the duty required of them. So is religion to this 
day, if it be but faithfully taught and faithfully 
accepted. All religion, to be true and earnest, 
must be felt in the heart, if it is to show itself in 
our life. Religion is not philosophy. If the people 
who listen are to be moved, he who speaks must 
be moved also — moved not by mere sudden im- 
pulse, but moved by a continuity of life and energy 
within him. 

If we who speak, only half believe, and half 
practise what we speak, too truly those who listen 
will scarce believe the half that we do, and they 
will practise less. 

John was, indeed, oppressed with the sad sight 
of the sin and misery of his countrymen ; but above 
and beyond the outward and visible sign of the 
disease which was spreading itself unchecked among 
them, there was an inward corruption of hypocrisy 
even among the Pharisees and the Scribes, ex" 
pounders of the law, which was a worse evil, 
because it was latent and unsuspected; and so 
with withering sarcasm he turns upon them — "O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
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from the wrath to come?" This is scarcely the 
way nowadays to get a congregation round you^ 
or to fill a church. People do not come to church 
to be scolded, I have often heard it said ; but he 
would be a very unworthy occupier of the pulpit 
who, knowing his own heart — ^wants, doubts, fears^ 
and perplexities — could unhesitatingly stand up 
and tell his congregation every week that he had 
no doubt they were, each and all, in their separate 
and relative conditions of life, excellent, unimpeach- 
able, blameless. Would he not be false to his own 
convictions ? And whether men will hear or refuse 
to hear, who could prophesy smooth things, when 
his conscience tells him that, in a state of unrepent- 
ance, bitter things must be written against every 
one of us? Besides, the truth, when it is pro- 
pounded with firmness and gentleness at the same 
time, is sure eventually (if not at first) to gain 
hearers ; and our Lord told His hearers, who were 
only hearers of His Word, and not doers, that they 
were in greater condemnation than the publicans 
and harlots, for they repented at the preaching of 
John the Baptist. 

What I would point out to you, then, is, that 
there is no shallowness in true religion. That 
where in a man or woman's heart there are the 
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seeds of earnestness, of conviction, of zeal, we shall 
not have to wait long for the fruits; and these 
fruits will be seen in the unwavering and persistent 
efforts to redress all wrongs, rebuke all vice, and 
reform whatsoever is corrupt among us. Such a 
work is not confined to pulpit ministrations. If it 
were, the sphere of its work would be much nar- 
rowed. If we suggest to you thoughts, if we submit 
to you work, yours is the duty and the privilege to 
put the ideas into practice — to carry out and on 
to the highest perfection you can the scheme for 
man's improvement which religion puts before you. 
Let me ask you if in your inner life you have 
not felt too much of that inconsistency and waver- 
ing described as a reed shaken in the wind : firm 
and upright, perhaps, until the breath moves it ; 
but then — ay, what then ? Does not the text warn 
us specially against this sad possibility ? We know 
too little what discipleship means. We few of us 
count the cost. It is easy and pleasant to be able 
to hear the Word of God, to enjoy the blessing of 
Church membership and Church privileges; but 
by-and-by we are offended, when our natural incli- 
nation still to indulge in that which the Word and 
the law of God prohibit is opposed by a sense of 
-duty, and a knowledge of what is required of us. 
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The reason that there is so much unreality in the 
reh'gious life of many is a simple one. Religion 
has been adopted, so to speak, on impulse, and 
when the power of novelty which gave that impulse 
and strength becomes worn out, the spiritual life is 
also weakened. 

We see it every day. The attraction of novelty, 
in person or in place, causes a new era in individual 
or parish life, but as novelty gives way to custom 
and habit, a sense of lassitude and weariness comes 
over the spirit and soul of many. 

Let us suppose a case — and there are many- 
such around — similar to the condition of the Jews, 
cases of lives hitherto lived in utter carelessness, 
gross negligence, habitual spiritual destitution. Of 
a sudden a call and cry is heard ; the voice of the 
preacher; the occasion (as nowadays constantly 
happens) of a mission in the neighbourhood. Some 
one or other among the manifold means ever ready 
in God's hands to do His work, startles a man as 
out of his dream — confused, though active — and he 
is all in haste for immediate action. 

Something must be done ere it be too late ; and 
hither and thither does he go to perform some 
great action, which may at the same time (as he 
^thinks) satisfy his own conscience and make him 
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at peace with God. And then what follows ? He 
has gone but a little way on this new road of life 
when he finds that all is not smooth as he ex- 
pected ; "there are stones in his path, thorns with 
every flower he gathers, and his irresolute though 
still anxious soul is swayed to and fro, as a reed 
shaken in the wind." " Is religion something more 
than the result of my own personal will ? " he asks. 
" Has it laws which cannot be broken ? Has it clear, 
decided, unyielding rules, which, if we are to be 
consistent in our religious life, we must obey ? Will 
its high sense of what is right and proper allow of 
no modification } Is it like its Author, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever ? " It is — indeed it 
IS ! And since it is impossible for anything to be 
given in exchange for a man's soul, so is it impos- 
sible to substitute any other order, arrangement, 
or system, by which that soul may be trained and 
perfected, but the one of religion, which is the 
training of the soifl in the fear and love of God. 
And are these requirements things only of a 
moment, not of a lifetime ? Is there any occu- 
pation, profession, or position in life which can 
prevent your being a Christian, or hinder you in it ? 
" My business," you say, " I cannot let go of it, and 
it will not let go of me." Do not let go of it ; cling 
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to iL Abide in your calling, but abide with God. 
You have just as much time (if you complain of 
want of time) to do a kind action as a wrongful 
one ; as much time to bless as to curse, as much 
time to forgive as to resent Whether you be 
merchant or mechanic, whether you be in high 
public life or in retirement, you have opportunities 
for good and for evil ; and with every breath you 
take, every hour you live, every day and week, 
and month and year, through which you pass, may 
and do form and mature your character for a con- 
sistent man of God, or a trembling, quivering reed4 
The reed shaken by the wind is the man who 
worships God with his lips to-day, and gives to the 
world and the devil his heart, his attention, his 
worship, on the other six days of the week. 

And you find many persons who are well aware 
of the weakness of their character, and who, like 
many hypochondriacs, are constantly recounting to 
themselves and their neighbaurs the variety of 
their ailments, and yet do not put themselves in 
the way of a cure; but rather regard their in- 
firmities with self-complacency, and calmly tell 
you that they are passionate, or luxurious, or sel- 
fish, or something worse, as if these faults demanded 
your 3ympathy and did not require their correction. 
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If you have faults — and who has not ? — and pam- 
per them, they will thrive and get fat ; if you make 
excuses they will get the victory over you. Do 
not shelter yourself, like a coward, behind the wall 
of these excuses. Go out bravely to meet them ; 
fight them singly, one by one. Do not fear they 
will come at once upon you ; God's grace will fur-, 
nish you with the sword, and spear, and the shield. 

There is no passion, no lust, no folly, no sin, 
which He cannot enable you to triumph over ; but 
if you go to the fight irresolute and undecided, 
first going on and then drawing back, tossed about 
like the wave of the sea, wavering in your intention, 
resolution, and prayer, such an one cannot expect 
to be heard of God, or protected by Him. 

There is another danger to which those who have 
begun a religious life are subjected, more than 
they whose profession is only of that vague and 
weak character typified by the bending reed. I 
mean when that calm cheerfulness, and peace of 
mind which an uninterrupted confidence in God's 
iove to us brings about, is suddenly tried by the 
hour of great adversity. 

To be taken for the Messiah was an honour 
gracefully disallowed by the Baptist, with the true 
humility which belongs to all earnest and sincere 
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minds; but to be brought before Herod, to tell him 
what he was, without reserve or flattery, required 
stability of character and resoluteness of purpose 
we must ever admire, even if few of us seek to 
imitate it. To be blessed for our Christian charac- 
ter and thanked for our Christian offices, to find 
in religious duties the satisfaction of our wants, 
and the peace of mind so many need, is the bright 
picture we may not always be permitted to look 
upon. The enemies of religion, in various shapes 
and forms, are busy plotting against our fancied 
security. God, in His mercy, permits the trial and 
the temptation of our faith ; and oh ! sad indeed is 
it for that unstable professor of Christ's religion 
who falters, and wavers, and bends to and fro 
under the storm of human attack. Sad for him 
to have lost his hold on Christ and God, and sad 
for those who watch him to see how he will bear 
himself in the fight. " This is your Christian, is it .> " 
say they tauntingly ; " this is the result of all his 
church-going and his profession ! A weak, un- 
decided, trembling, inconsistent man ! Why, our 
stoicism, our indifference, our atheism, is a man- 
lier thing than this. We do not cringe, and bend, 
and whine, and pray. We defy any one or anything' 
to stir us up to such a mean exhibition as this.** 
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Yes, so they argue ; but they take the instances of 
weakness as proving the truth, and leave out the 
instances of strength to make up the conclusion of 
their argument. 

Have they visited holy men and women, dying 
fearlessly because full of faith ? Have they been 
in the obscure homes of uncomplaining poverty 
or sickness ; have they been with the widow, the 
fatherless, the desolate, and the oppressed ; have 
they conversed with the very heroes and martyrs, 
witnesses to Christ in the domestic sphere? If 
they take on^, in fairness they should take the 
other specimen. There are Demases who forsake 
Christ, loving this present world, but there are also 
John Baptists who forsake all worldly attractions 
and worldly influences, to be nearer, and with Christ. 

If you can live without Christ, it is inconsistent 
of you to pray to Him or worship ; if you cannot 
do without Him, it is inconsistent to seek Him 
to-day, and refuse to meet Him to-morrow. 

Ask of God in prayer to give you the spirit of 
stability and consistency. Ask Him to graft in 
your hearts the love of His name, to increase in 
you true religion — a religion not of impulse or 
emotion, not of fancy or imagination, but a religion 
of hope, and faith, and love, and patience-^a religion 
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which not all the winds of doubt or distress can 
shake or move; so shall we realize and show 
forth in our lives to others, that religion has a 
name, a living, real name, that it is the buckler 
against the ills of life, and crowns the blessings 
of life with a garland of never-fading flowers. 
Such a religion, stern to itself in order to foster 
habits of self-control, will be gentle to others, as 
Christ was to all. 

Such a religion will put to silence the question- 
ings and scoffs of foolish men ; it will brighten the 
dark days of your life, and gild its sunset with 
the beams of heavenly glory. Be true, be firm, 
be consistent, so shall you preach the way of 
repentance and reform to all who seek it; and 
whether in the wilderness, unmolested of home 
seclusion and privacy, or before the glare, the 
splendour, the enticement, the awe of worldly 
surroundings and fascinations, by the power of 
that religion in your hearts you will constantly 
speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and, if need 
be, patiently suffer for the truth's sake. 
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SERMON XVII. 

St. Matthew xi. 8. — ^^But^^what went ye out for to see? A 
man clothed in soft raiment? behold^ they that wear soft clothing 
are in kings^ houses. 

The defenders of Christianity have to change their 
position from time to time, from one point to 
another, in order to hold their own against attack. 

If we prove that it is not the one thing which its 
enemies declare it to be — for instance, wavering, 
like the reed shaken in the wind — then they alter 
their tactics, and say, " No, perhaps not altogether 
wavering, but it is a weak, effeminate system ; there 
IS nothing manly about it." I would wish to show 
you that the eminent characteristic of Christianity 
is manliness, and that manliness, apart from 
Christianity, is very often only the display and 
exercise of physical strength and courage. 

I think that, if religion means leading a godly, 
instead of an ungodly life, if it means exercising 
self-control and self-denial, if it means confessing 
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one's sins and infirmities, and seeking help and 
strength from above to enable us to be better, and 
do nobler things than we have done hitherto, and 
have higher aims, and to do all this, not for the 
sake of reward, or from love of praise, and the 
satisfaction of encouragement, but for its own sake, 
— then, I say, that, so far from being effeminate, 
religion is a manly thing, and he only is base, and 
mean, and effeminate, who gives in to temptations 
and becomes the slave of sin. 

Slavery is not an honourable condition, and yet 
how many of us bear its galling yoke, in a spiritual 
sense, who would struggle for emancipation, if the 
slavery affected us in a mere temporal sense ! 

You may consider this subject from any age of 
life you like, and you will see that it costs an efTort 
to young and old to live a godly life, and any 
effort is of necessity a proof that we are not 
yielding to sloth and self-indulgence ; and religion 
IS not effeminacy. These vices of sloth and ease 
are effeminate, if you like ; these weaken a man's 
character ; these make him the wearer, so to speak, 
of soft clothing, which is the feature of the courtier 
rather than of the disciple. 

There is an effeminacy in speech as well as in 
deeds. The calling things by their wrong names. 
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calling " evil good, and good evil, putting darkness 
for light, arid light for darkness, bitter for sweet, 
sweet for bitter," being afraid to call wicked things 
and men by their distinct titles. How different does 
a sin appear when it is dressed up in fine clothes, 
and does not appear before us in its hideous 
nakedness! How often is a gentler word found 
for untruth than lie, for dishonesty than theft, for 
latent treachery than impurity ! The great Greek 
historian, we read, points it out, as the surest 
degradation in his own troubled day, that men 
spoke of virtues as if they were vices, and of vices 
as if they were virtues. "They altered, at their will 
and pleasure, the customary meaning of words in 
reference to actions. They branded prudent caution 
as 'mean procrastination,' they glorified reckless 
audacity as social courage ; if a man was calm he 
was taunted with cowardice, and if he were brutal 
he was belauded for manliness." This habit begins 
very young, and we cannot be too cautious in 
warning the young that sin is sin, whatever gloze 
or overlaying of paint, society and custom may 
choose to use, to erase its irregularities of outline 
or shape its ugliness into form. Whether rightly 
or wrongly, courtiers have been generally looked 
upon as flatterers, men who dare not speak the 
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truth. It was of Bourdaloue — I only quote from 
memory — the court preacher in the reign of Louis 
XIV., that the story is told, that when preaching I 
upon death before the king and court, carried ^ 
away by the earnestness of his feelings he ex- i 
claimed, "We are all mortal," but quickly recovered 
himself, and with an obeisance to the royal pew, 
said, " Except your Majesty." 

Now, although the common sense of to-day, apart 
from other proper feelings, of every one, rejects 
this, and repudiates as an unwholesome food 
such gross flattery, which is simply a lie, are we 
not all apt to be more ashamed of using base 
names for base deeds than of doing those deeds ? 

Our resolutions are "sicklied o*er" with the 
effeminacy of parleying, of tampering with sin, 
rather than repulsing and denouncing it. Although 
we would rush forward with eagerness if we saw a 
friend in danger to his body or life, we stir nor 
hand nor foot nor voice when he is incurring the 
danger of destruction to his soul. 

Is this manliness.? Is it not mean and cruel 
cowardice and treachery ? And does religion, whose 
enemies and scoffers say of it that it is fit only for 
women Stnd priests, teach this — does it uphold this ? 
If you want to see how religion bears itself, how it 
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lives and acts, you will not find it — if it be true — 
tricked out in gay apparel, yielding to the sugges- 
tions and inclinations of ease and voluptuousness. 
John the Baptist was Herod's prisoner, not his 
courtier, and his rough garments covered no shrink- 
ing, frail, delicate body. 

The character of the perfect man, as taught by 
Aristotle, was developed out of the two cardinal 
virtues — manliness and self-mastery ; the one lifting 
up the hands which hang down, and strengthening 
the feeble knees ; the other making straight paths 
for the feet, by purging the eye of the moral sense, 
and following " right reason " for a guide. The two, 
when working together by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, constituting that moral power which St. John 
rejoiced to behold in some young men who had 
probably been his own sons in the faith, who were 
strong, and in whom the Word of God abode, and 
who had overcome the wicked one. And these 
elements of holy violence are needed still. We 
require, if we would so run that we may obtain, 
if we would so fight as to gain the mastery, the 
temper of men striving for the mastery, though 
temperate in all things. The Christian character, 
or rather the natural temper in which the Spirit of 
God finds a home, and on which He grafts His 
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fruits, is essentially manly, honest, and straight- 
forward ; free alike from sickly cravings and languid 
sentiments, unreal words, meaningless prostra- 
tions, and vague expressions about his inward con- 
victions and feelings ; resolute, but not rude ; not 
diffident, and yet not presumptuous ; firm, without 
obstinacy; simple concerning evil, but wise unto 
that which is good. Are such characters bred and 
.matured in homes of ease, and lives of self-indul- 
gence ? Do they not require times of visitation and 
inquiry from God to draw out what is in a man ? 
And then, when they come, these days of mental 
perplexity or practical emergency, who stands 
firmest in the fight, whose hand would you sooner 
grasp ; the man of faith and of practice, the man 
of deep-rooted religious conviction — impulsive, per- 
haps, but yet only so on principle — or the man of 
ever-shifting, varying fancy, whose life is a divided 
service between God and Mammon, an unreal 
visionary in religious matters ? 

It is not always your men of great intellect, in 
range and power, your men of keen emotions and 
lively sensibilities, whose judgment we may depend 
upon, upon whose wisdom we can rely. 

These former have been led away in crises of 
their spiritual life, dazzled by a more gorgeous 
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ceremonial, attracted by the show of a more com- 
prehensive creed, and misled (as we think) by the 
specious and illusory pretensions of a supreme, 
infallible, but mortal human guide. We require 
manliness to support our faith, to deepen our 
religion. Was Esau manly when he sold his birth- 
right for a mess of pottage ; or Saul, when he re- 
served the best of the spoil, from Agag's country, 
for his own gratification ? Circumstances are ever 
occurring in every one's life to form his character, 
for evil and for good. 

Different circumstances, it is true, but different 
because our characters are varied. What we have 
within us, what we are in our moral being, will be 
affected by external events. 

" Things outward 
Do draw the inward quality after them." 

In every call of life, in every profession — whether 
our lives be led here at home, or whether we be 
called to other lands, with other occupations, 
interests, and aims — manliness, as opposed to 
effeminacy, manliness in conversation, in dress, in 
pursuits, in our amusements and pleasures, should 
distinguish every Christian, and will distinguish 
him if he be one in heart and soul. Self-mastery, 
as opposed to self-indulgence, will be the distinctive, 
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perhaps singular, feature of his character ; and there 
IS nothing more enervating to any character than 
the habit we all get into, sooner or later, of making^ 
excuses for ourselves. 

The reckless and improvident man is called the 
light-hearted, generous friend ; the man of the 
world knd the fop is held up as a specimen of the 
well-dressed man. The apparel oft proclaims the 
man ; and yet he owes very often much more of his 
outward appearance to the art of his tailor or hair- 
dresser, than to his natural good looks. 

The woman of the world is sought after for 
reasons of mere worldly interest and curiosity, and, 
alas! the young girls of the period, as they are 
called in familiar phraseology, are popular because 
they are amusing in a sense far from being 
creditable. 

These are not signs of manliness or womanliness, 
are they ? A true religious training for the young, 
and a true religious life among the elders, would 
not produce this life of being clothed in soft 
raiment, which belongs to the luxury of a palace 
rather than the reality of an unostentatious, holy 
life. 

Mistake me not, misjudge me not ; I preach no 
rules of asceticism which I am not inclined to follow 
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or practise ; I ask for no austerity, no moroseness, 
in religion. I have always thought and felt the 
religious life, of living with Christ, to be an en- 
livening, hopeful life ; but I cannot go through the 
world with my eyes and ears open, and not pretend 
to see and know that there are many things around 
and about us which require our individual attention 
to reform and improve. 

And on no point more than this one of mis- 
interpreting religion is there greater mischief done, 
or greater mistakes made. Religion must not be 
fashionable, must not be, if it is to influence you 
for good, merely emotional, taken up with intense, 
almost feverish eagerness for a while, and as quickly 
dropped, and totally forgotten. 

That is the effeminacy of religion. It shows 
no discipline of the heart, no self-control, no depth 
of earth, and I am sure there will come from it no 
abiding fruit Because all these blots are found 
in a decently respectable and religious people ; and, 
moreover, the fault of this disease, which eats out 
all that is pure, and healthy, and vigorous, is quite 
as obvious to those who listen as to those who 
5peak. "Well, what do you want us to do.^" I 
fancy some one may say ; or a less patient listener 
might add, " If you are so good and perfect, will 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



214 ^cicntMt an)) iFof)$ of ^m 0jM^t 

you tell us how we may attain to this high 
standard ? " 

It is because I am neither good nor perfect, 
because I need guiding and keeping, that I warn 
you against these dangers ; and the one simple 
danger you have to beware of, is weakening your 
religious life — dwarfing its growth, perhaps wither- 
ing Its fruit, entirely through adopting an easy, 
self-pleasing religion. And I will tell you what my 
idea of this spurious religion is. 

People who are disinclined to obey the spirit of 
Christ's teaching generally find fault with the 
letter of it. As to dress, "Am I to dress in sack- 
cloth to be a Christian." To which we answer. 
Nobody wants you to dress beneath your station 
in life, nor. above it. Neither manner savours of 
religion : 

** Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy, 
But not expressed in fancy." 

The camel's hair and the leathern girdle is not a 
suitable dress for the nineteenth century. Nobody 
wants you, in order to show your religion, to eat 
locusts and wild honey ; but, then, while you eat 
and drink, and entertain as your means of hos- 
pitality not only allow, but enjoin, think of the 
hungry, and poor, and needy at yoiir gates. Do 
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not be extravagant in dress, or in eating and 
drinking. There is a mean between asceticism and 
pampered luxury. 

" Well, what shall I do to show I am religious ? 
What good thing shall I do to inherit eternal life ?" 
"Keep the commandments." "What doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with your God ? " Take a healthy, 
manly, religious view of life, its work and duty. 
Have that onward-pressing spirit that achieves 
the mightiest of conquests, the mastery of self. 
Be a good soldier of the Cross of Christ. Be at 
home in your daily lives what we suppose you to 
be by your profession here — that is, religious men 
and women. You have the name of God and the 
law of God on your lips often enough. Do not 
seek exemption from the work of God ; and, above 
all, for herein lies also the effeminacy of religion, 
be not weary in well-doing ; be not discouraged 
if you do not succeed at once and for ever in 
subduing the evil of sloth, or spiritual indifference 
within you. The enemies to our souls* happiness 
will be driven out as the foes to the Israelites were 
— by degrees, one by one. Remember, God alone 
can put into our hearts good desires, and He will 
bring the same to good effect. 
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There is no impatience (for that is a sign of 
weakness), nor querulousness, nor dissatisfaction in 
true religion. 

True religion derives its strength from com- 
munion with heaven, not from contact with earth- 
It is a confidence that has great recompense of 
reward. Its fruit is quietness and assurance for 
ever. Religion has no attractions such as the 
earth and earthly things possess. It is simple, 
unostentatious. The garments with which it invests 
you, though little attractive to the eye, will never be 
moth-eaten ; and if, beloved, ye put on the " orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit," remember it is 
" in the sight of God of great price." If you will 
but take religion into your daily life, not as a 
strange, adopted child, but as belonging to your- 
self, one of the family ; if you will only believe it 
to be " the one thing needful ; " that it is not, if it 
be true, inconsistent or wavering, vacillating or 
effeminate ; if you can only believe that man's true 
manliness is to be pure, upright, honest, self- 
sacrificing; that the only thing you need be 
ashamed of is yielding to sin — you, who would feel 
yourselves disgraced if you were called effeminate 
in other matters, weak, or cowardly, will blush 
to think you should be numbered among those 
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of whom Christ has said, "Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of Me and My words, of him also shall 
the Son of Man be ashamed, when He cometh 
in the glory of His Father with the holy 
angels.** 
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SERMON XVIII. 

St. Matthew xi. 9. — **But what went ye otU for to see? A 
prophet 1 yeay I say unto you^ and more than a prophet J^^ 

The first impression in most minds about a 
prophet, is that he is connected with the days 
of old, when he was entrusted with a Divine 
commission to foretell coming events of sorrow 
and distress, and that alone — prophets in the 
sense in which Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiei, and 
others were prophets. In the New Testament^ 
however, the signification is much wider, and is 
applied to those who were living and speaking at 
the time ; they were men who spoke out for a cause. 

And here our Lord gives to John Baptist a 
higher position in the scale of prophets than what 
had been accorded to the men of old by their 
posterity. 

He was more than a prophet. He was nearer 
to the truth itself, represented in the person of the 
Son of God incarnate ; because Christ was now 
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come — He, of whom prophecy had been so full I 
As, in processions, the first part begins with the 
least important personages, and swells greater and 
grander as the central figure of royalty approaches,, 
so was there greater dignity and honour apper- 
taining to him, who was the immediate forerunner 
and special messenger of the Messiah, than could 
be claimed by those who had lived centuries before 
His manifestation in the flesh. 

This honour, this dignity, we claim for Chris- 
tianity, and we say that it is a complete answer to 
the question of the soul which has been inquiring 
for so long. And we say, further, that we must 
accept this revelation as final ; that " God having 
in these latter days spoken unto us by His Son,'*^ 
He will not give another revelation, nor make 
another declaration; that we have in Christ all 
that we need ; that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one tliat 
believeth. This religion is not wavering or weak, 
as a reed shaken in the wind. It is not effeminate 
or emotional only; while it is simple, unostenta- 
tious, it is also imposing and grand. Moreover,, 
we may claim for it the advantage (if I may so 
speak) of having arrived at this state of perfection 
by degrees, by gradual progress. Mythology^ 
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declared that wisdom, in the shape of Minerva, 
sprang fully equipped from Jupiter's head. We 
claim no such exclusiveness. Not only was the 
revelation of this our religion progressive, through 
centuries of dim religious knowledge, but even in 
the person of its Author and Founder it began with 
infancy. As the tree reveals a long and slow 
history of growth ; as the seed does not start in 
a night into the form, and verdure, and beauty of 
the flower, or the plant ; as the sun, at its rising, 
does not rush forthwith to the summit of the sky ; 
as there is a dawn, a gradual ascent, until the full 
flood of light is poured down on the earth ; so, in 
Divine revelation, a fact which commands our atten- 
tion and our respect, there is increasing clearness 
and fulness as the ages rolled on, and as one piece 
after another of inspired writing was given to the 
world. The New Testament is an immense 
advance on the Old Testament, as the Mosaic 
dispensation was an advance on the Patriarchal. 
John Baptist was a prophet; yea, more than a 
prophet. There was an obvious reason in this, 
an absolute necessity. 

It was not that God loved to keep back His 
truth ; to reveal so much at one time, and so 
much at another ; that He loved this method for 
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itself. Not so. It was because the condition and 
capabilities of mankind required this limitation 
that the truth was kept back. 

We cannot when first aroused from sleep, bear 
the full glory of a bright summer sun ; and the 
world received, as it was able to bear, the bright- 
ness of the light of heaven, poured down in words 
and manifestations of Divine wisdom and goodness. 

But now His voice speaks unmistakably — fully 
and decidedly. 

No reservation, no reticence. Clear, bright^ 
transparent, it is. ''A sure word of prophecy," in 
the sense of not foretelling future events only, but 
as speaking out and guiding us for the present. 

The best authorities are agreed that the Gospels 
are among the last pieces of inspiration given to 
the world. 

The Gospels, as parts of written revelation, were 
not earlier, but later than the Epistles, and accord- 
ing to the doctrine of progress, they ought to 
contain the more ample disclosures. 

And do they not ? 

Take any one of our Lord's parables, and see, 
though men have been writing on them, and about 
them, for so many hundreds of years, and though 
all that the stupidity, rather than the sagacity, of 
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man has done to spoil their simple and effective 
beauty, yet to this day the parables speak to us as 
no human composition does. They are so clear, 
and so broad and comprehensive in their state- 
ment. 

Our blessed Lord showed no reserve in dealing 
with the age in which He appeared, and with its 
most honoured names. He spoke unreservedly, 
and without compromise, about the hypocrisy, the 
cruelty, the vices of the times. Fearlessly did He 
speak, as one only can speak who knows to the 
lowest depth the full meaning of what he is talking 
about, about the Fatherhood and the infinite per- 
fection of God, about the human soul, about the 
true religion in the heart, about the true worship of 
God in spirit and in truth, about the free forgive- 
ness of sins, about man's weakness and God's 
greatness, above all about God's great love for 
man. 

And must we give up all this ? Are we to sink 
back into the engulphing waters of unbelief because 
a few deep or shallow thinkers, as the case may 
be, find the religion as taught by Christ incon- 
sistent with their preconceived notions of what 
our condition and relation ought to be with GoA 
Are we to shut the light of faith from out of our 
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minds, because a few rationalists counsel us to 
believe the senses only ? 

If we do, what are we waiting for ? What do 
we want? A clearer revelation, a more definite 
manifestation of Divine power, wisdom, and good- 
ness ; a more simple teaching — less demand on 
our credulity, as some call it, but faith, as we 
would name it ? 

We know perfectly well that fulness, plenteous- 
ness of grace is found in Christ ; we know that the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ contains the full answer to 
every question an inquiring soul can ask ; and it 
is not the insufficiency of that Gospel, but the 
indifference and evil heart of unbelief in those 
who listen to it, which makes it still so little 
accepted and so little acted up to by very many. 

The perfection of all revelation was reached in 
the Incarnation, and for that reason John Baptist, 
who bore witness to this highest truth, was a 
prophet, and more than a prophet 

If the Incarnation be not true, the whole fabric 
of Christianity totters to its fall ; and though the 
sceptic may approve of the moral teaching of the 
Gospel, yet, unless Christianity be true, some of its 
most inspiring doctrines have no breath, meaning, 
or life, because they speak of God to us in a way 
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and in language hitherto unknown; and though 
the words may be agreeable to the ears, unless 
they be true, our natural right feelings about not 
accepting falsehood as our gfuide will reject these 
words of flattery. But, if true, and because true, 
are not the words of Christ full of life and light 
when He speaks to us of the Father— do we not 
find in them a sure word of prophecy ? Granted 
that all may be dark as midnight to us when we 
attempt to explain the mighty and the manifold 
evolutions of God's spiritual providence ; granted 
that we make egr^ious blunders in interpreting 
Heaven's plans in relation to different peoples and 
times ; granted that, like the king of old who 
rebuked the waves, and bid them keep their proper 
distance — but they, unheeding, washed his feet with 
their waters — ^we also, capable of only holding 
one great principle, or one great truth, one fixed 
idea, and one only, would limit the power of God 
to the finite comprehension of our human intellect, 
what then ? The waves of the Almighty flow on and 
on. There is no resisting Him, no limit to His 
greatness, and always and everywhere there has 
been a loving Father of men, a Holy Spirit striving 
with human souls, though they reject and refuse 
Him. Through all the ages, and over all the earth, 
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God has been working out the largest amount 
possible of highest good, preparatory to the final 
manifestation of Himself; but that came at last* 
The light that men wanted dawned at length. The 
true light was Christ — Christ, the express image 
of the Father. John Baptist testified to that 
light, and so John Baptist was higher than all- 
others. Certainly we may claim for Christianity 
a power not granted to any other religion. 

We find in it an interest which we look for la 
vain elsewhere; and such an interest which 
influenced and animated St. Paul, a man of na 
small mind, of no mean intellectual reputation; 
an interest which gave to Christian men of the 
apostolic age an energy and a life unsurpassed. 
There was in them a buoyancy of soul, an exhilara- 
tion, a perfect wealth of feeling and of hope, which 
belong only to the joy and exuberance of child- 
hood. And why not ? Was not Christianity a new 
life? Surely a grand new order of things had 
come in with this new religion. It was fresh and 
glowing; it held out hopes hitherto unheard of;, 
it presented aims hitherto never placed before 
men's notice; and the world, dead in trespasses and 
sins, corrupted beyond all thought, sunken as the 
Roman empire then was in the depths of degrada- 

Q 
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tion, lifted up its head once more, and took in a 
breath of refreshing air, and the hope of life beyond 
the grave gave men a new impetus, and so with 
Christianity man revived. 

For in those early da)rs men felt that the words 
of prophecy had come true, and that Emmanuel, 
** God with us,'* was a fitting motto for this religion ; 
and as they felt this, they were stirred up within 
them to live up to the standard of their high call- 
ing, to honour the majesty of the presence with 
them; they would walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they were called. And who would not 
now exclaim. Would to God we could — ^we would 
live like these men of old ! Oh for some kindling 
of that fire of old, which burned bright and dear 
within their breasts I 

Emmanuel, God with us — and Christianity is 
nothing less — is surely a motive high enough to 
rouse us. 

Do we, as believers in the existence and divinity 
of our Lord, think of His Incarnation much after 
the fashion in which heathendom conceived that 
the gods came down in the likeness of men — as if 
it were a mere transitory appearance, the wearing 
of a garb of human nature but for a moment? 

It is more than this — far more. For evermore, 
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by an indissoluble union, the human is assumed 
into the Divine, and that "to-day and for ever" 
He remains the Man Christ Jesus. If we could 
but love Him more in His human, we should 
follow Him closer in His Divine, relationship to us. 

Such an idea as this, and with it the power, was 
new to the world. We cannot perhaps be surprised 
that the world could not at first comprehend it 
Never before had human wants, human fears, 
human hopes, been dealt with in so marked and 
clear a way; never before had mankind been 
taught how close they were to God and God to 
them. 

God had been talked about, obeyed, feared, but 
never yet had the deeper feeling of love — ^parental 
and filial love — been awakened ; no wonder, then, 
that, like a shock of electricity, this new feeling 
vibrated through the frame of the mass of mankind. 
Christianity, as revealed and taught by Christ, 
invited men, bade them come, for they should in 
no wise be cast out. It invited inquiry, courted 
notice, stood the test of criticism ; and while it 
aroused the liveliest curiosity, it set in motion the 
mind of man, hitherto asleep, to think, to speak, to 
do. Was it not greater than the law, the ceremonial 
law, this Gospel of Jesus Christ ? Was not John 
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more than a prophet ? Did it not bid men ask, 
that they might receive — ask for deeper knowledge 
and keener faith — and told them that though there 
were things unknowable, yet man's duty was to 
desire after them ? God is unknowable at present ; 
but we are to seek Him, to try and be conformed 
to His image. The future life, who can define and 
declare it as from experience ? No one; yet every 
one is to live for it; Evil is a mystery, yet we are 
to know of its existence, so as to avoid it ; and 
every weary heart and every anxious heart is to 
lay its burden of doubt and difficulty at the foot of 
Christ's cross, and learn there how to liye and how- 
to die. The religion of Christ asks for no excesses 
of asceticism, no strange unmeaning self-sacrifices ; 
it binds us not with chains and fetters of slaveiy, 
so that we cannot escape and must submit. It 
places before us choice and freedom of will, to 
choose the good, refuse the evil, or the reverse. 
Look at it as a mighty, comprehensive power for 
good, regenerating the world, or look at it as only 
a particular influence in personal life, and we are 
full of wonder and admiration at the power of 
Christ's Gospel. 

Whatever has been mightiest and most beneficial 
among men, Christianity has originated and sup- 
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ported it. For civilization without it would only 
be a refinement of the coarser forms of life, without 
any of its ennobling and sanctifying graces. 

We still hope on, amid the darkness and the 
disgrace which still attach themselves to this our 
mortal state. We still believe that in every heart, 
as. in the world around, it is the power of God unto 
salvation. 

Amid life's sorrows, life's sins, amid all our 
difficulties and failures, a trust, a firm trust in 
final success, animates each believer. It is a peace 
that passeth all understanding; it is a joy un- 
speakable, and full of glory. But in how many 
lives is this religion of Christ seen ? It is said, to 
our shame and reproach, that Christianity survived a 
very short time after Christ died — that we look in 
vain for its real fruits now. I would fain believe 
that this accusation is false, that men and women 
are striving to practise what they profess ; I would 
hope that many of us have accepted its teaching, 
not with the ear only, but in the heart, and are 
•convinced of its value; that we believe and know 
that it is profitable and blessed, both for the life 
that now is and for that which is to come ; that it 
will fit us for both ; that it has met the wants of man- 
kind, and that in it human nature has received of 
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the Divine nature, and that we are by virtue of our 
fellowship sons of God. This glorious birthright 
we all possess, — and who walks worthy of it ? 

Think what Christianity is — what Christ is — and 
tell me if you feel you are worthy of, if you appreciate 
its privileges, if you live up to its duties and re^ 
sponsibilities. It is the highest position we can 
attain to in this our imperfect state, but it is the 
threshold to the inner court to the presence chamber 
of our God. 

Truly, then, was John more than a prophet ; he 
was the friend of the Bridegroom ; he was the 
immediate forerunner of Christ Christ brought 
life and immortality to light ; Christ died for our 
sins, and rose for our justification. 

In Christ we live, and move, and have our 
being. Can we want more ? 
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SERMON XIX. 

St. Matthew xL 29. — " Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls:' 

In manuals of devotion, and books of doctrine and 
instruction, such as I would fain believe many of 
you generally use, and at this season, as it is fit, 
have special recourse to, to quicken or deepen your 
spiritual life, you will have come across, among 
the heads of this instruction, such notices as these : 
the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost — ^wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, ghostly strength, know- 
ledge, true godliness, holy fear; or the seven 
spiritual works of mercy : — 

1. To instruct the ignorant 

2. To correct offenders. 

3. To counsel the doubtful. 

4. To comfort the afflicted. 

5. To suffer injuries with patience. 

6. To forgive offences and wrongs. 

7. To pray for others- 
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Or there are also seven corporal works of mercy; 
and there are seven capital, or deadly sins, and the 
contrary virtues, and these seven are — 

1. Pride. Humility. 

2. Covetousness. Liberality. 

3. Impurity. Holiness, in thought, 

word, and deed. 

4. Envy. Gentleness. 

5. Gluttony. Temperance. 

6. Anger. Patience. 

7. Sloth. Diligence. 

Pride and humility contrasted, is the subject 
for to-day's meditation. Let me quote a few 
remarks upon the subject. 

Pride is the deformity of devils, while humility 
is the ornament of angels. God crowns humility 
with mercy, but a swollen head of pride is not 
fit to have that crown put upon it. Pride is 
the ape of charity. Charity feeds the poor, so 
does pride. Charity builds a hospital and a 
church, so does pride. Only in this they differ ; 
charity gives her glory to God, pride takes her 
glory from man. There are four kinds of pride of 
which we should beware : — 

Pride of race, t.e, in our ancestors. 

Pride of face, ie. in our personal appearance. 
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Pride of place, i.e. in our position of life. 

Pride of grace, t.e, in our religion. 

There is nothing very much to boast of, although 
we ought to guard it tenaciously from soil or stain, 
in ^the pride of race. When you hear any one 
talking very much about his ancestors, possibly he 
intends resting on their merits for all future dis- 
tinction, and is content to let their good name be 
the guarantee for his. 

The lines familiar to every schoolboy out of Ovid, 
so decidedly show what every right-minded man 
should think about the deeds of his ancestors. 

** Nam genus, et proavos, et quae non fecimus ipsi 
Vix ea nostra voco." 

" The deeds of long-descended ancestors 
Are but by grace of imputation ours." 

Theirs in effect And to those who boasted of 
spiritual privileges in Abraham, it was said by John 
Baptist, "Think not to say within yourselves, 
We have Abraham for our father : for I say unto 
you, God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham." We may gratefully acknowledge 
the merits of a pedigree, if the example of valour, 
integrity, and industry serve as beacon lights to 
warn us of the shoals and quicksands of life, and 
stimulate us to like exertions ; but they are value- 
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less if we rest upon them, for in a generation or 
two the memory of ancestral deeds die out 

If we are favoured with a long line of illustrious 
forefathers we should carry on their fame, and 
hand the torch from one generation to generation 
of the bright glory of their name, and continue and 
perpetuate the just pride of race — 2l pride which 
scorns, and refuses to sin. 

Then, again, there is something very silly in 
pride of face. The very consciousness which 
some people have of their good looks injures 
those good looks ; besides, how soon time, which 
is no respecter of persons, makes alterations in 
the most fascinating expression of countenance,, 
unless there be within a fair mind, a noble dis- 
position, and lovely character beneath the skin 
surface. In a few years there is little left to 
remind us of physical, though nought can alter 
mental beauty; and very often, too, without the 
inroad which time and care make on our features, 
a sudden accident or severe illness may very soon 
obliterate all traces of beauty. And in a few 
years, when mortality shall have claimed its own> 
what will remain of personal charms, and the 
fascination of beauty, the wit of tongue, the glance 
and expression of eye, the whole glory of poor 
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mortal man, the fashion of the earth only from 
whence we sprung, for dust we are, and unto dust 
we shall return? "Now get you to my lady's 
chamber, and tell her, though she paint an inch 
thick, to this favour she must come. Bid her laugh 
at that" 

And if we attain to pride of place, is not the 
dignity of the position considerably enhanced by 
the modesty and humility with which we bear the 
change and the advancement ? 

Proverbs of all nations amply testify to the 
ridicule which accompanies the parvenu, or the 
purse-proud, and it is not too strong an assertion to 
make, that there are few people, of whatever pro- 
fession, whom success does not spoil and advance- 
ment change. 

But perhaps, of all offensiveness of pride, that 
of grace, as it is called, is the most repugnant. 

It was that which specially called forth our 
blessed Lord's righteous indignation against the 
Pharisees, whose exclusiveness and narrow-minded- 
ness rejected all but themselves as fit recipients of 
Divine mercy and love. And was not the greatest 
proof of humility shown by Christ, in His cordial 
welcome and acceptance of those poor, degraded,, 
and despised publicans and sinners whom the well- 
to-do Pharisee kept at so great a distance ? 
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Whether in his dealings with his fellow-creature, 
or in the attitude he assumed towards his Creator— 
whether he spoke to man or to his Maker — ^there 
was the same insolence and presumption in the 
Pharisee. 

His claim of acceptance and notice before God 
rested on the fact that he was not like other men, 
and the cause of his self-gratulation was a supposed 
exemption from the sins which defiled and de- 
graded the outcast publican. I know full well 
that there are lessons of agony and shame which 
the world can teach; but it is a very prejudiced 
teacher, and will overlook sins in the rich and well- 
to-do which it stigmatizes with bitterest rancour 
(sometimes beyond the grave) among the less 
fortunate. 

The world, in its pride, cares as little now as the 
Pharisees did of old for that saying, "There is more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, than 
over ninety and nine just persoAs that need no 
repentance ; " but the sinner who repents knows, 
if he may but touch the hem of the garment of 
Christ, he shall be made whole. Perhaps it is 
only by suffering and sorrow that men can learn 
humility ; and if, in the Divine order, these trials 
have not been sent to some men to prove them, 
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their pride may not be altogether so poisonous 
and rank a weed as we imagined. 

On all grounds humility is a virtue to be en- 
couraged, even as pride is a vice to be crushed. 
The former leads to heaven, whence He who 
humbled Himself descended to earth; and pride, 
though it raise its head aloft, soon falls hellward, 
lower than the earth, from whence it lifted its 
swelling crest. 

But there are kinds of pride which pass muster 
for virtues. Stoical indifference to the events of 
life is surely human pride defying the work of the 
Almighty ; pride which refuses to accept a kind- 
ness from another is sometimes praised as being 
great independence of spirit. It is pride, a low 
and degrading pride, which makes men talk, as 
some do, of the disparity between themselves and 
others in position of life, in intellectual attainment, 
in personal accomplishment. True humility never 
cringes, or fawns, or flatters, but keeps its distance, 
not from offended pride at not being permitted 
within a favoured circle, but from a sincere and 
honest conviction and acknowledgment that there 
are rules and arrangements, orders and differences 
in life which it is wise and proper to submit to, 
and arrogance or affectation to resist or resent 
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A sensible, right-minded man accepts his position 
as from God ; but he will seek to rise in it, and, if 
God so will, above it, by personal, individual energy 
and exertion, not by favouritism or self-seeking. 
All good people love the humble and contented 
man. He is clothed in sweetness ; he enters into 
the joys of others — for self-forgetfulness belongs 
to humility. He delights in their little pleasures, 
not from the smallness of his mind, but from its 
greatness, which, like the ocean, bears on its bosom 
the tiny craft or heavy-laden merchant-ship ; and 
having learnt that he should be humble, because 
He, the Lord of heaven and earth, was lowly 
Himself, to teach man lowliness, he knows that 
*' heaven's gates are not so highly arched as 
princely palaces, and they that enter there must 
go upon their knees." 

But we must further observe, that humility, un- 
less it be directed by a higher motive than merely 
human deference, is scarcely a virtue. You will 
not find it in the catalogue of the heathen's morals. 
They give, in a manner to astonish and edify us, 
most clear and correct views of what life should be. 
They extol integrity, honesty, purity, forbearance, 
even gentleness; but humility was a gfrace of 
character hitherto, not dreamt of in their philo- 
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sophy. Indeed, before Christianity — before Him 
who, in His meekness and humility, raised that 
character to the dignity of its true position — the 
name stood for what was mean, base, and cringing. 

Whence can humility arise ? From the very thing 
so few possess — knowledge of one's self; know- 
ledge of knowing so little, an humility which has 
not been found incompatible with the greatest 
genius, among men of letters and science, among 
distinguished soldiers, statesmen, and writers. But 
how are we to know ourselves? Not measuring 
ourselves by ourselves as so many do, and. then 
thanking God we are not as others ; but measuring 
ourselves, our lives, our aims, our actions, by the 
standard of God's perfection, by the rule of life He 
has laid down for us in His Word, by the example 
Christ has given u& Let in that light upon the 
dark chambers of the soul, and how many ugly, 
and evil, and ill-looking, and unsavoury things 
will appear ; and the brighter the enlightenment, 
and the clearer the day, then how every minutest 
particle of man's meanness will be seen — ^his petty 
offences, his secret sins — until he exclaims with Job 
of old, " I repent ; I abhor myself." 

What a mighty change and reform would be 
effected in the character, when a man should sit 
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himself down calmly to self-examination, search 
himself through, divest himself of all preconceived 
notions of goodness, and contemplating Jesus as 
the Man — Man Christ Jesus — feel that Pilate had 
unknowingly given witness to the greatest truth 
for mankind, when he presented Christ to the mob,, 
and said, "Behold the Man." 

Pride says, " I will look at myself ; I will con- 
template my deeds; I will recount my words; I will 
remember all the works of charity, of piety, I have 
done. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all I possess. I contributed to this and that; I 
went about to help others." And humility looks 
away from the poor deformed image, the feeble 
imitation of Him who was so great and good, and 
gazes with awe and admiration on the sorrow- 
stricken face of a suffering Saviour. There he 
reads, in every line of a Face marred as none other 
has been, what true humility means. Although 
the very devils must yield obedience to His voice, 
when He bade them depart from the afflicted and 
tormented bodies of their victims. He checks all 
interference on His own behalf, and gives His back 
to the smiters, and His cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair. He hid not His face from shame and 
spitting; not as a coward, but with the courage 
of enduring constancy. 
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Our own King Charles I. showed, in the days of 
his adversity, that there was a glory and a grace 
about humility which he had not felt, and could 
not show in the days of his unchecked and unwise 
policy of pride and rule. 

Some people say that there is a too great same- 
ness in our public prayers, and too frequent 
repetition. The term "miserable sinners'* flows 
glibly, and we look around us in church, and 
methinks there is a tolerably well satisfied look 
about us all. We do not look as if we were really 
" sorry for these our misdoings, as if the remem- 
brance of them was grievous unto us, and the 
burden of them intolerable," We are rather well 
satisfied at finding ourselves in church. It is such 
a guarantee for our respectability and morality. 
Is it ? I doubt it very much. I do really believe 
that, unless we are very careful, we especially 
who minister to you, and are so conversant with 
holy things, get so encrusted with an ice-layer of 
self-satisfied pride, that the current of the inner 
life of humility, in thought, words, and deeds, is 
stopped and congealed. 

** Os homini sublime dedit, coelumque tueri 
Jussit, et erectos ad sidera tollere vultus.*' 

Ovid's Mcf. 
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It was the true humility which spoke by St. Paul, 
when he said honestly that he was not worthy to 
be called an apostle ; and it was humility which 
spake in the humanity of Christ, "Nevertheless 
not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

The angels veil their faces in adoration before 
the presence of their God, and if to man it has 
been given to look on high, it is that he may look 
upon the grandeur of the universe above him, and 
learn from his insignificance not to be high-minded> 
but to fear. 

Let me ask you one or two questions which will 
prove whether we are truly humble. In great 
sorrow, is it not pride, an unwillingness to sub- 
mit to the mighty hand of God, which makes 
the burden heavy and the yoke hard? There is 
not for us, by faith, any satisfaction or feeling of 
privilege in being made like unto our Lord and 
Master ; for the anguish of the Redeemer was His 
glory, His honour to fulfil, in His sacrificial afflic- 
tions, the will of His Father. If we would re-- 
semble Him in the eternal Paradise, we must pass 
an hour with Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Humility of mind would keep us from that restless- 
ness and disquietude which aggravate our sorrows,. 
suggest doubts, and darken the light of God*s 
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Spirit in our hearts. In hours of great sickness, 
it is only the humble who can be patient; who 
believe that even enforced hours of being set aside 
from work, and active participation in a life of 
usefulness, have their blessing also, and that God 
is served, and can be served, by a resigned retire- 
ment, wherein the spirit of man communes deeply 
and continually with its God, Pride rejects the 
occasions and the opportunities of closer walk with 
God. Pride says, " It has no need of such purifica- 
tion, such a trial." It has resources in itself, it can 
best prescribe and provide for all spiritual as well 
as temporal necessities. 

Well, the time and the hour come ; the storm 
beats against that ill*built human edifice, and it is 
washed away like a straw on the waves of mis- 
fortune ; but the lowly, the meek, the humble, lay 
deep down their foundations on a Divine ground- 
work, and it stands all test and trial, because it is 
built on a Rock. 

Humility is perhaps a virtue somewhat out of 
fashion. It is fast disappearing even in the dress 
of those who once boasted of their nonconformity 
to the fashion of the world. 

Perhaps they were proud of broad-brimmed hats 
and quaint clothing, and they have learnt that 
there was pride in their attempt at humility. 
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Humility is briefly analyzed by Selden, as being 
" a virtue which all preach, none practise, and yet 
everybody is content to hear of." 

Let us, then, examine what our disposition is on 
this point. Humility is not^ weakness, any more 
than pride is strength. To be of a great mind one 
must first be of a humble one. Humility and 
magnanimity may be bracketed together. There 
peed be no abnegation of manliness. 

For our Divine Example showed us that although 
when He was reviled He reviled not again, that 
although He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
opened not His mouth, yet His meeknqss was 
dignity, and His patience true heroism ; and since 
He suffered, all this for our sakes, we ought to put 
away from us all pride and vainglory, and learn of 
Him who is meek and lowly of heart, and so find 
rest and peace to our souls. 
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(2 Cor. vi. 9.) 

TIVO SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

AT WHIPPINGHAM CHURCH, JANUARY II, l88o, 
AND AT OSBORNE, JANUARY 2, 1 88 1. 

{AND ALSO AT ST. PETER'S, SOUTH KENSINGTOX.) 
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SERMON I. 

Joshua iii. 4. — " For ye Jupve not passed this way heretofore.^' 

Throughout the^ Bible the fact that we are 
strangers, not yet at rest and home, and pilgrims 
on a journey, is constantly set before us in plain, 
unmistakable language. 

And the very simple inference to be drawn from 
this statement is that there must be a rest and 
home awaiting us, since we are bidden to turn our 
thoughts thitherward, and that, if we are pilgrims^ 
our. wanderings and walk must end sooner or,laten 

The words "strangers" and "sojourners" are 
used by David in the Psalm familiar to us from 
the solemn occasion on which it is used in our 
Burial Service. " I am a stranger with Thee, and 
sojourner, as all my fathers were." A "stranger" 
is one who is in a foreign country, a " sojourner " 
is one who is passing through it. Transitoriness, 
dependence, helplessness, and ignorance of the- 
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untried future, as expressed in the words of the 
text, are common conditions of our human creature- 
hood. 

Can we learn something this morning which 
shall set us on the new year with confidence and 
calm assurance ? Let us see. Do you acknow- 
ledge this transitoriness, dependence, and ignorance, 
or do you not ? Do you think much about it ? 
Do you think at all ? Does the thought depress 
you ? Do you wait with indifference or with 
hopeful expectation the events and issues of life ? 
Some of us take, from the natural bias of our 
minds and temperaments, perhaps a too senti- 
mental view of life. Others, on the other hand, take, 
from their special temperament, a matter-of-fact, 
practical view- Yet on each is forced the conclu- 
sion that we are passing on and away through life, 
to the unknown and untried eternity before ; and 
that over the gate of death the inscription is 
written — ^** Ye have not passed this way heretofore." 

However deeply we may root ourselves — and we 
are rooted to this life by human interests and 
human affections — we have no permanent place ; 
for affections and interests change, if they be not 
also taken from us. The transitoriness of various 
experiences in life has different measures^ We are 
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not all strangers and sojourners in the same 
degree. Some find resting-places, and reciprocate 
sympathies, that are much more permanent than 
others. 

Some pass through a long life with but little 
change; they steadily prosper, they quietly live, 
they peacefully die. Another's frail bark is tossed 
for ever over the waves of the troublesome world, 
ere he reach the harbour and haven of safety. 

Some, if called upon to leave home and home 
associations, are of such a generous, sympathetic, 
and social disposition that, wherever they go, they 
make friends, and can easily transfer their interests 
and affections. Others, again, are tossed about by 
circumstances ; enterprises fail ; friends disappoint ; 
sickness saddens their lives ; bereavements over- 
whelm them in a great depth of sorrow. They 
never continue in one stay. They have trusted 
and loved — and been deceived and disappointed. 
And now they must tread a lonely path, with 
the cold caution which belongs to confidence 
abused — ^with the necessary feeling increasing upon 
them of guardedness, if not of suspicion. But with 
all the experience of life which the wisest among 
us may have acquired, by personal suffering, or by 
watching the course of events and circumstances in 
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the lives of others, I think we are all agreed that 
after all we know life imperfectly, and on this 
ground we appeal to the All-knowing. It is one 
of the commonest appeals to our faith, that because 
of our necessary ignorance we should put ourselves 
into the Heavenly Father's hands. A thousand 
things illustrate this ignorance and its piteousness. 
The future, of course, is absolutely unknown to 
us ; our most sagacious forecast is at the mercy of 
a thousand contingencies. Who knows what will 
happen at the very next step of his life — when he 
turns the next comer — ^speaks the next word — 
carries out his next purpose ? Who knows what a 
day may bring forth — an hour ? But mere accidents 
will rule no true man's life. The extraordinary 
calamity which in a moment of time hurried some 
hundred of our fellow-creatures, unwarned, un- 
suspecting — God grant not altogether unprepared 
—last Sunday evening in the Tay Bridge disaster 
into eternity, is, after all, though exceptional from 
the horrors of the circumstances, of the fury of the 
tempest, and the awful mystery surrounding the 
victims, one in many instances around us of the 
truth, " in the midst of life we are in death," stirring 
us to continue the prayer, " Of whom then may we 
seek succour but of Thee, O Lord ? " 
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What shall we say, then, of all these ? The true 
Christian, the man or woman tru6 to their con- 
science and their God, will see in the fact of the 
solemn darkness which enshrouds the future no 
cause for despair or mistrust, but every cause to 
frame and mould his life so that the unforeseen and 
unexpected shall find him prepared and ready. 

How little can we forecast so as to determine ! 
Our life is doubtless a plan, but in the working out 
of that plan and purpose God's thoughts are not 
as our thoughts, nor His ways as our ways. 
Principles of life we may determine upon, events 
we cannot. So over your life and mine for the 
new year is written — "Ye have not passed this 
way heretofore," 

These words were said to the children of Israel 
by the officers appointed to superintend the passage 
over Jordan. They were now nigh to Canaan. 
But their difficulties were not all ended. There 
they were, with the wilderness behind them, and 
the vine-clad hills of the good land rising up before 
them. But the river Jordan flowed between them 
and it ; flowed deep and strong, for its waters were 
swollen over all its banks. It seemed as if the 
Israelites were cut off" from the land promised them, 
for they had no means of crossing over. What 
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was to be done ? They knew not, for they had not 
passed that way heretofore. 

They were in new circumstances, exposed to a 
new trial, called to go in a new way. Had they 
stood again on the shore of the Red Sea, with 
Pharaoh and his host hemming them in, they 
might have hoped for the opening of the waters, 
and would have known to go forward. Had they 
been encamped again by the bitter waters of 
Marah, they would have known to ask God to heal 
them. Had they been again in the wilderness of 
Zin, they would have looked for bread from 
heaven ; or had they been again at Rephidim, 
where there was no water, in that case they would 
have looked to God to give them streams out of 
the rock. But it was all new, the circumstances so 
different. What were they to do ? 

Just as the Israelites were called by God to 
travel through the wilderness to Canaan, so are 
we called to journey through this world and this 
life, to a better country, even a heavenly life ; and 
in our journey we shall be exposed to new trials, 
but also to new mercies. We marvel, perhaps, at 
the number of lessons the Israelites needed, to 
prepare them for the^ possession of the promised 
inheritance, until in God's providence and care of 
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us through life we find He gives us also lesson 
after lesson ; and so we cease to wonder when we 
contemplate all the way the Lord our God has led 
us hitherto, and look back upon the teaching we 
have received. Nothing men are so slow to learn 
as to trust in God, and nothing God requires more 
of us than this trust, for if we are not trusting in 
Him, we are looking to human love, help, and 
care ; and lo ! we trust to a broken reed. Often, 
too, when we thought we had learned this lesson 
of dependence, some new trial came, and faith was 
put to the test, and we failed. And then, again, 
did the Father, in His love, teach us how foolish 
w^e were in distrusting His love and faithfulness ; 
and when these came to be openly manifested we 
felt as if we never could doubt, or repine, or dis- 
trust Him again. And yet by-and-by some new 
trial came, of patience and of hope ; the hand of 
God led us out of pleasant paths of peace and joy, 
into paths of anxiety, suspense, distress. Did we 
shrink because the circumstances pf our new trial 
were different from any we had formerly ex- 
perienced ? Did we forget that it was the same 
voice calling, the same. hand directing, the same 
love ordering all things, although they were new ? 
We call the succession of time, which the lapse of 
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365 days brings with it, a new year. New in 
what? obviously in new experiences and fresh 
events. So that the very name which forms part 
of our greetings should prepare us for a novelty of 
some kind or other. What we all need is newness 
of life, to begin the year with higher purposes; 
may God give us grace to seek it from His Holy 
Spirit. What we all need is newness of faith. It 
is apt to grow weak and wavering. May God g^ve 
us grace to ask for this lively faith in Him, as our 
Father, and faith in Jesus Christ, whom He has 
given us as our Saviour. We do not need new 
excitements, new pleasures, but we do need new 
hopes, new aims of a better kind. Shall you 
resolve to begin a new life with the new year? 
Shall there be more personal and practical piety 
in your own lives ? Shall you try to make others^ 
all with whom you have to do, more earnest this 
year than heretofore? Yes, more earnest, more 
real ; because we are strangers and sojourners on 
earth, because over every new year opening up to 
us the motto is, "Ye have not passed this way 
heretofore," we should strive, as years go on, to 
make them more a reality. 

Life is earnest, life is real ; and memory of the 
past, work in the present, and hope for the future, 
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should be the guiding principles of every earnest 
heart There is a strange mixture of pathos and 
of matter-of-fact in our lives, every one of us, as 
each new year dawns : pathos, in the memory of 
bygone days ; matter-of-fact, in the stern necessity 
of action, of living in the present and doing our 
best in it. 

We are called upon, required — I will add per- 
mitted — to redeem the time as every year granted 
to us gives us the opportunity* " We cannot arrest 
the flow of time," writes one, " we cannot make 
it stay ; but we may compel it to yield somethings 
leave something behind, which shall endure. Men 
cannot stay the stream that flows past their 
dwelling, but they can make it profit them. They 
redeem the power that is wasted. They erect 
machinery, and make the stream serve them and 
profit them, as it passes and flows away to the 
great ocean." So let us redeem the time, and 
compel it to leave behind what will profit us. 
Time, years, must pass on ; but time and years 
might leave behind in every heart blessings of 
eternal value — the blessings of seeking Christ, 
finding Him, abiding in Him, and living by Him. 

The bells we have heard, some of us, knelling 
out the old year and ringing in the new, have an 
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undertone of pathos and a bright, merry peal, 
stirring us to every-day work ; yet their harmonious 
strain is a whisper of counsel and of comfort 

•* For while on earth's visions too fondly we dwell, 
Methought that the whisper that came from the bell 
Should not be for days that are long left behind. 
And a far deeper meaning came home to my mind ; 
For surely they chime in the voice of a friend, 
* Beyond all earth's troubles remember the end.* " * 

And for our mutual comfort and instruction 1 
would add a few words of counsel. 

Think of the exceeding precious promises cove- 
nanted to you by God, for all times and all 
circumstances. The few promises the men of old 
had were dear, and prized by them. Ours are 
far higher, more precious covenants ; promises 
sealed, signed, confirmed by the blood of Jesus 
Christ Did not Noah trust in God, and when 
the flood came he found in the ark a sure refuge ? 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness. He trusted in the word 
of God, and left his native land, and was made 
a great nation. So did Moses ; so did Paul ; and 
in the power of that trust every true Christian has 
lived happily and died securely. Remember ever 
" Though the mountains shall depart, and the hills 
* Claribel. 
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be removed, My kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be 
removed, saith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee/* 
For He says again, " My covenant will I not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips." 

But all the promises made to them of old seem 
dwarfed and small, in comparison to those which 
we possess. 

Greater assurance have we of the truth of God's 
promises and the endurance of His faithfulness 
than any possessed by the saints of old. What 
they expected and waited for, we have received as 
God's unspeakable gift. And if God spared not 
His own Son, will He grudge us any good thing > 
If He fulfilled the promise of a Saviour, and 
delivered up His Son for us all, can we doubt His 
faithfulness and love.^ In Christ Jesus we have 
all the promises of God made Yea and Amen. 
Having Him, we need nothing more. Have faith 
in God, and may your trust in Him, because of the 
past, be an earnest of all composure for the future. 
Hope thou then in God, for I shall yet praise Him, 
who is the health of my countenance and my God ; 
so shall thy way be clear as thou enterest the dark 
and untrodden way of the future. He who has 
been our help in ages past, should be our hope for 

s 
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years to come, and with Him for our guide and 
our support we can live above all circumstances, 
knowing that God is above them all, and that all 
pur interests are safe with him. Whatever in the 
coming year our situation, duties, difficulties, 
dangers, trials, may be, we shall feel God is all- 
sufficient, and so we shall, by having acquainted 
ourselves with Him, be at peace; peace that 
passeth all understanding, peace that is independent 
of all circumstances, and that is secure against all 
earthly change. For so in this and all succeeding 
years that you are permitted to live on earth, you 
will have peace ; not in the hope, the vain hope, 
that the rains will never descend, and the floods 
never come, and the winds never blow ; but peace 
€ven amid the storm and tempest of affliction and 
trial, that God sitteth a King for ever on a throne 
that cannot be shaken, and that your house is built 
on a rock. And when you come, as come you and 
I must, to the end of the pilgrimage and journey, 
and are called to face the swellings of Jordan, and 
to go on then by a way on which you must go 
alone, a way you have never trodden before, you 
will find your heavenly Guide still accompanies, 
that Jesus your Lord and Master has gone down 
into the swelling waters, and has made them to 
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stand on a heap, that His ransomed may pass by ; 
that He has robbed death of its sting and the 
grave of its victory, and will cause you to sing in 
heart the song of ancient days, "Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil. Thy rod. Thy staff, they comfort 
me." So shall you begin, and if you are not 
allowed to end it in this world, you will continue 
in the brighter world. 

** Another year of progress, another year of praise, 
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days ; 
Another year of service, of witness for Thy love, 
Another year of training for holier work above." 

I^ed Let^ Days, 
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SERMON 11. 

Joshua iii. 4. — " Ye have not passed this way heretofore J*^ 
Job xxiii. 10. — ''But He kncweth the way that ItakeJ* 

If the first text — upon which I had the privilege 
of speaking to you early last year — ^be one which 
points out to us the uncertainty of the future, which 
lies an unknown region and untrodden path before 
us, the second text encourages and nerves us for 
the further walk in the journey of life, by the 
assurance that the God who ordereth all things in 
heaven and earth knoweth the way we take. It is 
of His appointment, and in the strength of that 
assurance we may arise, and with firm but humble 
confidence go forward. For in the close of one 
year and the commencement of another there are 
always feelings of sadness and regret mixed with 
those of hope and anticipation. The past is gone 
beyond recall ; yet as the bells toll the knell of the 
departing year, in a moment their tone is changed. 
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and they ring in with a merry peal the new year, 
which is to be all to us, so at least we hope, that 
the last year failed to be ! 

Dry, hard-hearted philosophers and cynics may 
laugh at the idea that there is any magic in the 
beginning of a novel twelvemonth. Every day, say 
they, nay, every hour, is new, and brings new duties 
and new opportunities. But, I think, everybody 
knows the advantage of a fresh start — a milestone 
passed on the road — ^when the traveller braces up 
his energies for the stage which lies next before 
him. Let us, as we have bidden farewell to the 
old year, and have entered on the new, take 
courage, and commence our "new departure into 
the untrodden way of the year 1881," with this 
assurance, that the God who has led us hitherto 
knoweth the way we take. 

Yet stay ! This reflection may be a very happy 
and a blessed one, or it may be a very awful one ! 
What if the way hitherto has not been a way of 
God*s ordering ; what if we have thwarted His plan 
and purpose concerning us ; what if we have been 
going the way of our own foolish, selfish inclina- 
tion, living for self and the world, forgetful of our 
destiny and indifferent to our responsibility ! Is it 
not a thought full of awe that the way of sinners is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



362 ^wc 8Ras tlMugj^ tiU, tit. 



known to the Almighty, and that His eyes are in 
every place beholding the evil and the good ? 

There is no darkness nor shadow of death where 
the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. Hell 
is naked before Him, and destruction hath no 
covering. This consideration is an irksome one to 
some, and by them it is rejected ; yet God's Word 
remains true. 

There are two ways by which men may get rid 
of these unpleasant reflections ; one is by infidelity, 
by not believing it, treating it as nonentity, and 
the other is by diversion. The thought will arise 
constantly in the mind, and it must either be 
seriously considered, or it must be stifled and 
driven away by amusement, by business, by 
company. 

Does God indeed hear all I say.^ asks such a 
man. Does He see all I do ? Does He know my 
thoughts long before they find substance and form 
in language ? If, as one has said, " our hearts were 
suspended where our foreheads are, should we not 
be at times ashamed to leave our houses and 
to mingle with company ? " As we prefer not to 
be in the society of those whom we cannot like^ 
so does the natural man who is at enmity with 
God shrink from and avoid as much as possible 
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that close and intimate communion with Him; 
and worse even than this is it with those who, 
though leading sinful lives, assume religious pro- 
fessions and pretensions, acting as if they belonged 
to God while their souls are in the world. What 
is the hope of the hypocrite when God taketh away 

his soul ? 

" In vain to heaven we lift our eyes 
And leave our souls behind." 

We may impose on our fellow-creatures, we may 
deceive ourselves, but God cannot be mocked, 
cannot be imposed upon. "Thou, O God, seest 
me ; Thou knowest the way that I take." 

But next. The thought is encouraging, it is 
comforting to penitents, especially to those who 
have gone astray and have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. He knoweth 
the way that the sorrowful, yet not despairing, 
penitent takes. Secret joy is very powerful, and 
will often break forth, and make itself known ; but 
secret sorrow sitteth alone, and keepeth silence. 

Not only in the sorrow for past follies or present 
infirmities, but in the solemn isolation which a great 
bereavement brings with it, a man is alone with his 
God. " He hears the half-repressed sigh. He sees 
the frequent tear." Are not those things noted 
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in His Book ? When he enters into his closet and 
prays to his Father in secret, that Father hears, 
and will reward him openly. 

Nathanael retiring in his meditation was observed 
by Christ, and pronounced to be an Israelite in 
whom was no guile. 

Ephraim of old had retired to give vent to his 
distresses, and God heard him — heard the language 
of his heart — pitied him, forgave him, blessed him. 
" Is Ephraim My dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? 
for since I spake against him, I do earnestly re- 
member him." To that man will I look who is 
humble, and of a contrite spirit, and who trembleth 
at My word. He that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is holy, who dwelleth in the high and holy 
place, dwells also with the contrite and lowly. Be 
this ever remembered, and it will help to show that 
this reflection is encouraging to penitents, to the 
sad and sorrowful, to all who mourn. He knoweth 
the way that I take. And the reason of this 
knowledge is twofold. First, because it is not in 
the way of man to direct his steps ; and next, 
because our lives — every life — ^is a plan of God. 
This reflection is surely an encouraging one ; it 
relieves us of much anxiety and embarrassment. If 
I could plan my whole life out, should I do it 
wisely and to the best ? 
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By strange, by rough, and thorny roads have 
some of us been led on ouf journey hitherto — 
roads we never should have chosen for ourselves — 
but unless the purpose of God has been thwarted 
by our obstinacy and perversity, they have brought 
us within sight of the golden city ; the light of 
meek submission and sweet resignation would 
never have shone down, as it does now, unless He, 
the Disposer Supreme, had known the way we had 
to take, the way of His own appointment It has 
been a way through peace to light 

" I do not ask " (wrote one who has since passed 
from peace to light) — ► 

** I do not ask, O Lord, that Thou shouldst shed 

Full radiance here. 
Give but a ray of peace, that I may tread 

Without a fear, 
I do not ask my cross to understand. 

My way to see ; 
Better in darkness just to feel Thy hand, 

And follow Thee* 
Joy is like restless day, but peace divine 

Like quiet night. 
Lead me, O Lord, till perfect day shall shine. 

Through peace to light." 

Unless we are prepared to deny the supreme 
power and wisdom of the Almighty as Governor 
and Ruler of all things, we must acknowledge 
with gratitude that God has a definite life-plan 
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for all His creatures, preparing him, visibly or in- 
visibly, girding him (as Isaiah expresses it, xlv. s)> 
for something which it will be the glory of his life 
to have accomplished. Many suppose that life is 
a necessarily stale and common affair; that only 
to a few it is granted to make life conspicuous 
or attractive, but for the many it is only a dull and 
monotonous routine of work and play, of labour 
and rest. 

It is our own fault if this be the case ; we can 
all make our lives useful and attractive by good 
examples, even if they be not pre-eminent by great 
deeds. God is preparing a king for Israel in the 
shepherd-boy David, who possibly may have 
thought sheep-tending was not the way to great- 
ness or glory. Yet God knew the way that David 
was taking. Elisha, only ploughing, when he was 
selected for a prophet's work and ministry ; and 
in the lowly, unobtrusive paths of quiet household 
life, or in some more extensively useful yet equally 
unostentatious exercise of Christian love, and self- 
sacrifice, in caring for our poor, nursing our sick,, 
visiting our prisons, men and women have made 
religion a thing of daily life, and the memory of 
their devotion has stirred others to emulate their 
example. God be. thanked, every good and noble 
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way we take is known to Him. There is a work 
for every one to do which God has designed and 
purposed for him. Every human soul has a com- 
plete and perfect plan cherished for it in the heart 
of God — a Divine biography marked out for it 
when it enters into life to live that life. 

Have we each for himself and herself learnt what 
it is, and are we striving to act up to it } For we 
may feel sure of this, that if we do not attempt 
to take the guidance of our lives out of the hands 
which alone can direct them safely, as every man's 
nature is peculiar to himself — as peculiar and as 
individual as his features and his look — then it 
follows that God will appoint, direct, sanctify, and 
govern each individual way, and will give to each 
of us just the necessary talents, and appoint for 
each of us the special duties, which are to shape 
and fashion our lives in the mould of Divine work- 
manship. If once we believe this, if we can, while 
working with God, leave the final issue in His 
hands, then how great is the dignity of human life ? 
What self-respect without pride is created within 
us ! what hope without presumption, what energy 
or zeal without rashness or haste ! There is, how- 
ever, a frequent mistake to be guarded against, and 
that is renunciation of all ideas or purposes for the 
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future, giving up the hope or expectation that God 
will set us in any scheme of life where the whole 
course of it will be known or set down beforehand. 

If we go to Him to guide us, He will g^ide us, 
but He will not comfort our distrust or half trust of 
Him by showing us the whole plan of His will con- 
cerning us. He will lead you into a way where, if 
you go on cheerfully, manfully, hopefully, He will 
lead you on still further. "The gladness we are 
called to know is an increasing gladness, and the 
soil of the human heart, if tilled rightly, will bear 
fruit of an immortal growth from day to day. 
Fruit of life, love, and indeficient joy." * 

Once more, go to God Himself and ask Him to 
make His way plain before you, for as certainly as 
He has a plan or calling for you He will somehow 
guide you into it. And this is the proper office of 
the Holy Spirit ; by communing with Him and He 
with us we get an insight and a wisdom — deeper 
and higher than we know ourselves — a sympathy, 
a oneness with the Divine will and love. We go 
into the very plan of God for us, and are led along 
in it by Him, consenting, co-operating, answering 
to Him — we know not how exactly — we work out 
with nice exactness that good end for which His 

♦ R, C, Trench. 
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unseen counsel prepared us, and sent us into the 
world. So shall we meet the duties of the present 
moment as they rise, and as these open up fresh 
paths of activity and energy we shall pass along 
them also, trustfully and securely saying to our- 
selves, " He knoweth the way that I take." 

And when the last moments of our mortal life 
are drawing to a close, when all that vexed and 
harassed once shall distress and disturb us no more, 
what a comfort then to feel He knows the way we 
are to take! "When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee." Little knowing — 
might I add, little caring ? — how near the call may 
be to come away, to cease from the mortal that we 
may begin the immortal life, we shall have sure 
confidence that He knows the way, and we will 
follow whither He leads. Our supreme aim and 
our highest wisdom is not to strain an ineffectual 
gaze above the heavens, to wonder what the future 
life can be. Eternal life is begun here, within the 
soul, when a man can say, " For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain." The eternal world is 
jiot a world beyond time and the grave. 

If only pure love and pure unselfish aims distin- 
guished our lives now, heaven would be begun on 
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earth. Be the change what it may which death 
brings, he who has spent his life in trying to make 
this world better can never be unprepared for 
another. If heaven is for the pure and holy, are 
we striving to be pure and holy ? 

If heaven is for those whose truest joy is found 
in others* happiness rather than their own, are our 
lives led in this determination and desire ? 

These are a few of the words, and thoughts of 
warning and of comfort which the text and the 
season of the year suggest. 

Warning we all need, comfort we all desire ; in 
the text we find both. 

He knoweth the way we take. God grant it 
may be the way to life eternal by faith in, and 
union with, Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 

He knoweth the way we take. If it be the way 
of His appointment, He will meet us in it, and 
walk with us as He did with the disciples on their 
road to Emmaus ; He will meet us as the angels of 
God met Jacob on his journey. 

We know not yet, but we shall one day know, 
how wonderfully we are compassed about with 
ministering angels, who have charge from God con- 
cerning us that we hurt not our feet against a stone. 
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We dare not afJSrm how near they may be to us 
day by day, neither dare we deny that they are 
around us. For our present work and for our 
future joy two things remain to be said. 

" Go thou thy way till the end be," was said to 
Daniel. It is said to us, " Go thou thy way ; do 
thy work ; fulfil thy mission ; finish the work given 
thee to do, for at last thou shalt rest, and stand in 
thy lot, thy possession, at the end of the days. 
Walk still in the path wherein thou hast walked so 
long ; lean still on the arm that has been evermore 
thy stay; trust still in the love that has been so 
long thy guide.'* Thus much for the present; 
what may I say or hope for the future ? Now it is, 
" Go thy way ; ** soon shall God's voice call, '* Come 
up hither." As we have obeyed the injunction of 
the one, so shall we be the better fitted to answer to 
the invitation of the other, and so shall each new 
year find us better fitted to leave the world, as 
we have found in that world, that where love and 
self-devotion and truth are, there is God, and where 
God is there is life. 
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